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In presuming to offer the following volumes 
to the notice of the public, it is simply in<^ 
tended to convey a proper idea of a conflict 
which; in all the combined contiAgendes and 

horr(»*s of intestine commotion', has seldom 

• 

been equalled/ and never exceeded. The 
straggle is now over; and it is gratifying to 
know^ that although it htis been attended 
with terrible severity, and its object pur^ 
chased dearly, it has been crowned, so far 
as regards independence of Spain, with the 
most complete success. The torrents of pa- 
triotic b)ood which have stained the soil of 
Colombia have not been shed in vain ; Li- 
berty has reared its standard tritimphantly and 
lastingly on the shores of Southern America; 
and there is now little doubt, if the affairs 
of the various Republics be conducted with 
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due zeal and fidelity, that they may ultimately 
enjoy the choicest blessings which peace and 
freedom can bestow. 

In taking upon himself the attempt of 
giving a correct estimate of the nature of the 
war, the author aspires to no literary merit. 
Conscious of his deficiencies in this respect, 
he expects not praise, and will be content if 
he escape censure. He is aware too that 
there are many in England who are fe.r more 
competent to the task he has undertaken 
than himself, which conviction has delayed 
the publication of his work a considerable 
period. As, however, no other participator 
in the co»test has indicated an intention of 
the kind, in sabmitting his own reminis- 
cences, and the results of his actual expe- 
rience, he has no reason to believe that he 
shall prevent more competent individuals 
^om a similar undertaking. 

His object has been to combine" with a 
description of the personal adventure, which 
was inseparable from the service he was 
engaged in, the various incidents of the 
Revolution for a specific period; the charac- 
teristic traits and dispositions of such of the 
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chiefs as became known to him, and some 
information as to the country which was the 
theatre of the scenes he portrays; and to 
detail the whole with perspicuity. Beyond 
this he has not aimed : the nature of the 
duty which tibe author had to perform de- 
stroyed all opportunity of scientific research, 
.Worn down by harassing marches, long 
abstinence, and labouring under the baneM 
effects of so varied a climate, a sojourner in 
his Gircumstances had little inclination to 
occupy the very few hours that could be 
allotted to rest in the pursuit of knowledge. 
His attention was necessarily and forcibly 
jdirected to the means cvf prolonging existence 
from hour to hour, and the cravings of nature 
sttpierseded the desires of intellect. Add to 
all this the impossibility of preserving jour^^ 
nals or memoranda, which were so liable to 
be lost in different ways, and it will not ex<- 
cite wonder that the information he has been 
able to give has not been more ample. On 
three occasions during his stay he was de« 
prived of every article that he possessed. 
The task of acquiring such information as 
will delight the votaries of science, can only 
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be exj^ected from those who have visited Uie 
country, at less turbulent p^riods^ and whose 
avocations were of a nature to allow theni 
inore leisure and c^portunity' for its due 
peiformance. 

There are many circumstances which he 
ha» described «latiag to the cast«ns of the 
country kid manners df the inhabitants, 
^hich .may not have been observed by J)er- 
sons who have recently been there ; but it 
mufit be remembered <hat civilizaticm has 
made considerable progress since the inter- 
comtse of Colotabia with England has been 
extended, and its independence recognised. 
It has also been, and is the case there as well 
as here, that the- ^- iSchoolmaster is abroad;'' 
and being lightened by education, the man- 
ners and morals of its natives may have liur 
derg>one a. considerable change. The author 
has menely aidteavoured to represent things 
ia^ they wete while he was there, and this he 
has done as correctly and faithfully as pos- 
sible, and in no instance has he heightened 
by description ahy statement which might 
seem to aflfect the people of the Republic, 
either individually or collectively. On the 
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contrary^ in all his representations^ both of 
persons and circumstances^ he has endea- 
voured to convey his own honest convictions^ 
without prejudice or partiality; and if in 
one or two particular instances he may differ 
in his estimate of conspicuous persons from 
notions more generally entertained, he ven- 
tures to hint, that the sequel is still to arrive, 
which alone can settle the question of com- 
parative correctness. 

June Sp 1828. 
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Notwithstanding the great interest taken by the 
British public in the momentous struggles of the 
natives of South America for freedom and inde- 
pendence, little has hitherto been afforded of a 
nature to produce an adequate conception of the 
suffering and sacrifices with which they have been 
attended. This is partly owing to the nature of 
all intestine conflicts for mastery, in which the 
attention of every one concerned is too much 
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engrossed by action^ and the excitemept attendant 
upon it, to find leisure or temper for narrative 
and description. From the nature of things, there- 
fore, the latter are usually postponed to a period 
when those, who must necessarily supply the infor- 
mation, «5W avftil themielvas of i;he ftipulty of me- 
mory with due composure ; and when a requisite 
store of facts for investigation and comparison 
can be selected by the parties whose province it is 
to arrange them. It is but just now that we are 
acquiring digested accounts of the genuine com- 
plexion of the war in the Spanish Peninsula, which 
formal memoirs, it i» scarcely necessary to say, 
have been materially benefited by the personal 
experience of individqaU who have been more or 
less f ngeged in it^-^The following narrative, in a 
similar way, aspires to the humble merit of fur- 
»i$hing n f§w cl^ar^ctenstiQ traits and qircumstapces 
illustrative of the thirteen years of eventful war- 
fare and vicissitude which have terminated in the 

emanoipatiop of Colombia from the Spanish yol^e, 
A» connected with events which wiH prove preg» 
nant in consequences to myriads yet unborn^ de- 
tails, calculated tp advance p due acquaintance with 
th^ actors and incidents which have given a cha- 
racter to the foregoing arduous coqtest, would 
pot be wholly unprofitable; even if destitute of the 
transition and variety which more spontaneously 
secure attention. This, however, is far from being 



th« 0939 with th# ravolatiiwai^ boatUitiea of Goh 
ll^mbiA. la tbacie victory and defeats bapo and de« 
8p^r> sucqeeded each other in mpid alteraation j 
and it frequently bappenod, that th^ unpraotisftd 
t%l§int and want of experienea t& those at the head 
of ilPairo, rradered s^ccaaa and diaa^ter in tha 
fiald aboQat equally cMbarrassiugp. A sombre 
ittt^in^ty in iJio givan to. ^ba eoutawplation of thia 
war> by the molaneholy £siQt, that it was fov aome 
yeara one of mutual externiinatian« A Turkish 
poUay^ in all its borroi^is^ baii^ foiwally adc^ted 
aod proQlaimed by tbp Spanish aonniiaadanr^ was 
unhappily forced upon tba VanexueJaBa in ael^^ 
dffi^pe. The beat and das^r^at l^load of the inha- 
bit»ita> in eoii8aq9fi|aa> fltHvad profuaely an all 
sides'; their fairest towns and citiea ware laid 
yjm^\ Had m^ of the fimAt poftiana of tbe g^obe 
beqawa a gpievQus theatre of rapine^ davaatation^ 
aud niurder« It is scarcely haaardoua to asaart^ 
that tber0 was never a period^ In any ag« or ^a«B» 
tr^'ji jp relation to wbiah history baa racocdad B^fam 
pWUfaditatQd »laugbtar> or greater omalty iu Iha 
application of torturaa more dveadfol than death 
itself. From tha Spanish official returns alone^ it 
appears^ that upwaids of eighty thousand paviona 
were barbarously massacred by various mode^ of 
executipu j of, thet most paiaftil of whiqb^ Morillo, 
in bi&i desps^tchei; tq his own goveramaut^ avowed 
himself the inventor, Tha reoords of tiie faida« 
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pendents make the number reach nearly two hun- 
dred thousand ; and with every allowance for mis- 
representation on both sides, the waste of human 
life was most enormous. It must also be recol- 
lected^ that this amount excludes the thousands 
who were put to death by the royal army as it 
marched through the country, when every town 
and village was destroyed, if any suspicions ex- 
isted of its attachment to the Independent cause. 
Men, women, and children were in this manner 
indiscriminately immolated, whose fate was usually 
referred to in the following brief and very fre- 
quent sentence in the Royalist despatches : 

*^ The pueblo (village) or town of , with 

all its inhabitants, have disappeared from the face 
of the earth." 

The returns here alluded to, exclusively relate 
to those who were brought out from prisons, or 
chained together in rows, to meet their doom after 
every action which terminated in favour of the 
Royalists. In one of the letters Jfrom Morillo to 
King Ferdinand, which was intercepted by Captain 
Chitty of the Colombian navy, that unrelenting 
chieftain thus describes the measures which he 
adopted on entering the city of Santa-Fe-de- 
Bogota : 

^^ Every person, of either sex, who was capable 
of readmg and writing, was put to death. By thus 
cutting off all who were in any way educated, I 
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hoped to effectually arrest the spirit of revolu- 
tion.^^ 

That such an extraordinary official document 
should be authentic might be fairly doubted, if the 
savage deeds, therein described, had not in reality 
been perpetrated, and left too many undeniable 
proofs of their commission* All persons in the 
cities of Santa-Fe and Carthagena, holding official 
situations in the provincial administration, who 
were attached to the insurgents, or who were dis- 
tinguished by talents or attainments, together with 
their wives and children, were thrown indiscrimi- 
nately into dungeons, until the appointed day of 
execution arrived, when in each place upwards of 
six hundred persons were either hanged or shot. 
On these barbarous occasions the husband was 
frequently put to death in the sight of the wife, and 
the child in that of the parent, until all had suf- 
fered who were on the spot. It is a well known 
fact, that in the latter city ten or twelve females 
were spared, merely owing to the extreme weari- 
ness of the executioners ; on which account alone 
they were allowed one hour to leave the town, and 
one week to quit the country. Many of the gibbets, 
upon which the bodies were chained together Iq 
clusters of four or six on each, are still standing — 
significant memorials of the ferocity of these 
temporary conquerors. 

Such were the appalling features of a conflict. 
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the detaild df which csin dttly be i^endered bettN 
able by a conviction that the endurance has not 
pfoved itt Vftiii } but Which> ats fdrmiHg a portion 
of tho hifttoi^y of A very eventfVil and f emarkttble 
ttB, itt thd human progreftb, merit correspotidettl 
&tt^)itioh< At least, it ill under this suppositiott 
thiat the following ^' Recollections " have beett 
fcotiiposed> Jis alre&dy observed^ with a view td add 
, tb the variety df evidence supplied by persotiAl 
fitperignce s^nd adVentui^e^ td the mass of parti'- 
eutttrs, the Itrriingfement of which mlist be th^ 
future task of the historian^ whose pen is seldom 
more ini»trudtively employed than in recording- the 
ftueee&sflil stru^giel; for freedom df long oppressed 
and balefuUy misgnoVemed communities. 

In the eommencetaent of the summer 6f 18ld> 
Oolonel English (i^o termed In the Colombian 
6erviee> bUt Who originally belonged to the Britii^h 
eonimtsiariat) came to England^ having con'- 
trdisted with the republic of Venezuela for the raie* 
ing of a brigade in Great Britain and Ireland^ to 
a^i^iisit in the cause of South American indepen^- 
denoe. That gentleman had previously engaged 
Ai tmperoargd to a vessel trading to the United 
States, whfere he waft about to settle, when the 
idea occurred to him of offering his services to the 
Cdngrei^ of Venezuela. The contract which foU 
lowed was extremely liberal in its provisions { 

and had the goturnment foeea ehabied t6«Veap 



the advantages which it had anticipated^ it would 
have been highly beneficial td all thd parties 
cobcerned. 

At this period the war of extermination was rag« 
ing with redoubled fury^ and the CongreBS> as well 
as the people of Venesuela^ began to despair of 
their ability to clear thbir country of its biiood- 
thirsty oppH^ssors, unless fttroured by foreign 
assistance^ Such aid> in a direct and national 
manner^ they could not procure; and the long^- 
cherished hope which had animated th^m to so 
many e:3tertiotts^ and supportild them undef so 
much endurance^ Was yielding to the adverse ciN 
cumstances which surrounded theni^ when Coiontl 
English made his proposal to foi^m a British legion 
from the numerous regiments^ which he foresaw 
Would be dilsbanded on their return from tht 
oceupation of France. The feasibility of die 
scheme being at once perceived^ it was received 
with the utmost enthusiasm ; and ttie colonel 
ioimediately received the necessary authorities> 
signed^ in the name of the Republic^ by the Pre^^ 
sident Bolivar. The more iuforiued ^art of the 
Yeneeuelans foresaw the advantages which after^ 
waf ds accrued to their country^ from the servi^6 
of a body of men of whose discipline, bravery, 
and fidelity, in consequence of witnessing the snr^ 
prising feats achieved by the handful of troops 
taken out by Sir Gregor McGregor, they had been 
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led to form the most exalted notions. Moreover, 
they fondly looked up to Great Britain as a country, 
the natives of which were most inimical to the 
bigotry, priestcraft, and superstition they were 
now so anxious to overthrow. Liberty too being 
their great object, to whom could they more 
properly apply than to those who enjoy it as a 
birthright and who have ever maintained it with 
their blood, to aid them in their last, and as since 
proved, their best effort, to consummate their 
highly valued independence ? 

To Colonel English, in the event of his suc- 
ceeding to raise the proposed number of men, 
was guaranteed the rank of general of division, 
with a provision for himself and family for life ; 
while every encouragement was offered to the 
soldiery who would volunteer in the noble and 
inspiring cause. Thus empowered, a few weeks' 
residence in England enabled the colonel to raise 
a brigade of 2000 men, consisting of cavalry, in- 
fantry, and artillery, selected from the regiments 
reduced by the British government (amounting 
to nearly 40,000 soldiers); and a finer, body of 
troops, for its number, was perhaps never seen. 
Colonel English was, however, destitute of the 
means required to finish the contract ; and found 
himself obliged to dispose of it to Mr. Herring, a 
highly respectable merchant of London, who had 
no reason to regret the purchase: This gentle- 
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man executed it with a degree of* spirit and 
liberality which reflects the greatest .credit on 
him. The clothing and appointments were ex- 
actly in the British style, and exceedingly well 
supplied ; and twelve ships were fitted out and 
stored abundantly with provisions, iand all things 
necessary for the prosperous conveyance of the 
brigade to the island of Margarita, which had 
been appointed the depot. 
. Having been paid oflF at the conclusion of the 
late war, I had been in England nearly sixteen 
months, when this expedition was first made a 
subject of conversation through the medium of 
the newspapers. I had found a life of indolence, 
although varied by the multifarious pleasures of 
the metropolis, ill suited to one who, for the nine 
previous years, had been accustomed to the un- 
ceasing bustle of active service. I had besides 
an unconquerable passion for my profession, the 
rough scenes and continued changes in which 
accorded with my disposition. I felt miserable 
when I saw that I was most likely doomed to 
prolong the life of inactivity I was then leading } 
and that there was no probability of my being 
again employed under the glorious flag of England. 
Nothing, therefore, was more calculated to delight 
me than the prospect that my services would be 
acceptable in the reputable cause of Venezuela. 
I at once made up my mind, and eagerly com* 
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meticed preparations for the trip; and in total 
opposition to the wishes of friends, and in spite of 
their entreaties, commands, or threats, determined 
at all hazards to persevere. 

It was kny intention to wait for the expedition, 
and to proceed in one of the vessels to Margarita, 
to solicit a rank in the Venezuelan navy from the 
&Qthoritie9 there. It happened, however, that a 
gentleman who was related to niy family by mar- 
riage, named Beamish, and who had held the rank 
of major in the British army, resolved, at his own 
expense, to raise a small battalion in Ireland (to 
form a portion of an Irish legion then in con- 
templktion, but soon afterwards given up)> and 
to purchase a vessel to carry them out. The com*- 
mand of this vessel 1 urgently solicited, and ob^ 
tained it, although not without some appreben- 
sions> as I was deemed too young for the charge. 
Major Beamish then purchased a ship of 280 tons 
burthen, in London, in which we immediately 
proceeded to the Cove of Cork, where I waited 
for the men. In less than a month three hundred 
troops Were raised and shipped^ for whom clothes 
and accoutrements were purchased at a govern* 
idetit sale of militia stored. The officers were 
chiefly private friends of the major, all of wh6m, 
with the exception of two, had seen service ; and 
the whole formed a pafrt of the force which sub* 
s^quently performed ao many gallant actions under 
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the brave Colonels Rooke and Mackintosh, in the 
conquest of New Grenada. 

We sailed on the 17th of July, 1818, from the 
Cove of Cork, amidst the reiterated acclamations 
of the friends of the troops, who had assembled 
with the populace to take a last farewell. Both 
bflScers and men were in the highest spirits ; and 
ai^ for tnyself, I mis far iVom biding the least elated. 
'JThe first ten days of oui* passage wei-e pleasant 
andagreehble, although not exactly favourable for 
oul* contuse ; but the Uniform cheerfulness and affa- 
bility of ouf chief tendered tas all, as If by general 
^(Mi»ent> happyi While thus pi'dceeding, And 
looking ibrward to the time when We should be 
engaged in thd cahse of freedom with the liveliest 
satisfaction^ and the knost eanguine expectations of 
success> an e^&nt occurred which suddenly threw 
a gloom ovf^r the whole ^f us. Major Beamish, 
who in a ihort time had so mueh endeared himself 
to all parties byhia kindness and urbanity^ was 
walking oh deek on the hiorning of the second 
Sunday after four depaHutid> conversing in his 
tttual pleas<l^nt manner, when I observed hi^ to 
feibl suddenly ^ if ^iddy. I Immediately requested 
him tiy take My arm^ and walk below. He com- 
plied i but just as we reached the companion he 
again staggered^ exclaimed ^ ^' God bless ynu $ I 
«mi dying ;" and fbll dead instantly. Every effMl; 
Which thd skill itf ihe aurgeoti and Ui assistant 
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could suggest was resorted to^ in order to restore 
animation^ but all proved fruitless ; the last spark 
of life was extinct by the sudden and fatal attack 
of apoplexy. 

I should have been much grieved at the loss of 
so worthy a man at any time ; but under such cir- 
cumstances it was truly great and perplexing^ as 
the whole weight and responsibility of the under- 
taking fell upon me. To add to the difficulty and 
painfulness of my situation^ the greatest conster- 
nation prevailed among the soldiers^ who were 
much attached to their leader^ and wbo^ with the 
two officers who had never served^ made a formal 
request that the ship might forthwith proceed to 
a port in England or Ireland. Such a step as this 
was neither agreeable to the known wishes of my 
deceased friend^ nor consistent with^the interests 
of his family^ who would have a claim upon the 
Republic^ if the ship and troops arrived at their 
destination ; whereas all the expense incurred by 
him would have been forfeited, had I listened to 
this unreasonable proposal. Neither, on the other 
hand, was it suited to my own inclinations^ or 
those of the senior officers of the battalion^ who 
experienced the most poignant regret at the 
melancholy decease of their commander ; but who 
coincided with me, that it would be decidedly 
improper to return. In conjunctipn therefore with 
Captain Mardyn^ on whom as senior officer the 
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command of the troops devcdved, I remonstrated 
with the discontented, and finally refused to ac- 
cede to their wishes. Symptoms of mutiny then 
began to manifest themselves; but as I had ex- 
pected something, of the kind from information 
conveyed to Captain Mardyn by his servant, and 
had taken precautionary measures to guard against 
any serious results, they had little effect upon 
me or my brother officers. I had secured the 
small arms and ammunition ; the seamen I knew 
I could rely on, four of whom had sailed with 
me before on his Majesty's service; and the^e, 
with the officers and their servants, well armed, 
formed a force capable of doing serious mischief 
against the mutinous party, although far less 
numerous. 

Thus resolvedfl deemed it necessary to summon 
the officers of the battalion to a council in my cabin, 
and had the satisfaction to find, that, with the 
exception of the two before mentioned, they were 
d^etermined not to yield to any threats ; and that 
they would afford me every assistance in their 
power to quell the mutiny. The two young oflScers 
inveighed loudly against forcing men to repair to 
a foreign land, to fight for people whom they 
never saw; on which Captain Mardyn naturally 
enough desired to know, why they had volun- 
teered to do so ? and reminded them, that no force 
• had been used in the first instance ; but that the 
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Mt of entering tiie Vetiezu^laii sarvicw )h4 bom 
entirely their own. They made no distinct ^^eply 
to these forcible queries^ but left the cabin. 

Soon after thia ipeeting I went on deck^ aecoin-i 
panied by four or five of the officers^ when a gene^ 
ral rush took p|ace^ in order tp force us over" 
board ; but as we were provided with side arma, 
of which the mutineers were destitute^ and others 
eoming to our assistance^ the fbremost of the mal-r 
eontents had much the worst of it. Their ardour 
seemed a little cooled by this reoeption^ and a 
parley was mutually agreed upon. My antagonists 
were^ as before^ very violent^ and still demanded 
pw immediate return to Ireland^ pressing me for 
an answer on the spot, which I purposely avoided 

giving as long as possible^ wishing to gain time to 
prepare against a dei^perate attempt> which I had 
reason to ei^peot they wnuld make to gain posses-i 
sion of the ship, I observed that they were arm*- 
ing themselvesf with handspikes, spars^ and every 
other means of an offensive nature within th^ 
compass^ and consequently felt assured of an 
attack the very first opportunity. 

We had eight twelve-poundeirs on board, but 
they had not yet b^en brought from the held, and 
I wished to have two of them placed on the quar^ 
ter-deck^ mounted op their carriages, and loaded, 
with a view to intimidate the mutineers, and bring 
them, if possible, to terms, without risking the • 



«ffu9ipa Qf bloQd th^tTOnst ha^v^ uttftvoid^Wy fol- 
lowed fi p€iraQiic4 conflict. A pwr^y of the seauioa 
were thus employed, while the ring-l«aders wer« 
pregsipg m^ for « defimtiye wawer, which I at 
length gave tjiew, at the r^preaeuted request ef 
Cuptain Mardyn> in the following terw« ;— ^^ Those 
who meanly wish to deaiurt the eauao for whieh 
they e»me en bo^rd with their own consent^ may 
have thi bQ«ts^ with previsions, and find their 
wfty be,ck aa they f^ani but the ahip, and all who 
remain in ber^ ^h»ll fqq«®4 to their orii^nAl 

jJeatin^tiQW*" 

A eoni^ult»t)OQ finsue^ among then^ on ihiif m^ 
pouncement^ in which there appeared, to be <nuQh 
Qppositien- The wp^t viplept were for deatroyiftg 
ftUwhowerp averse tp thpir return ; others mnr? 
innred ^ ftttlai but the gr«%ter part pie^med 
touched with the rebnHej and evidently wished to 
niake reparation for their p«^st wisgondMct. How^ 
ever^ m the wqst inflamed of the party were ob^ 
vi^paly preparing, for §inother att^pk, by a prflgQB'' 
fjerted pigwal I h^^ ft hnndred niu^kets loafJed 
8rt»d with fis.ed b^yon? ta br^wght on deck, to use 
^a occfMiion wight require. At the sight of thi* 
Torffidabie prepftr^tiop th§ mflst daring seemed 

fi»pp»Ikfl> wd inclined tp listen tp the solicitfitiQfla 
of the mpTe peaceable, whp were ftctiy.eiy engaged 
in peranadii^ their <jonip^nions to countenance 
the voyage. 
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It now occurred to me that this disturbance 
must have originated with some evil-disposed per- 
son, who had excited the spirit of discord, and 
urged on the men to open violence, while he him- 
self kept in the back-ground. Judging from the 
inquiring looks cast by the most active of the 
party to one of the young officers whom I have 
before mentioned, and the averted and embar- 
rassed expression of countenance of the latter, 
my suspicions immediately fell upon Urn. I com- 
municated my thoughts to Captain Mardyn, who 
however did not agree with me, but rather attri- 
buted the behaviour of the men to the consterna- 
tion produced by the death of their commander, 
and uncertainty as to their ultimate destination, 
and expressed a hope that all would subside in a 
few days if they could for the present be pacified. 
My opinion nevertheless remained unchanged, and 
I determined to go forward among them, and en- 
deavour to ascertain the truth. From this step 
Captain Mardyn and the other officers earnestly 
endeavoured to persuade me, apprehending that I 
should be thrown overboard ; but I had more con- 
fidence in them ; I knew that Irishmen, although 
easily heated, are as easily cooled ; and imagined, 
that as the majority of them were really inclined 
to return to their duty, if the tide were taken at its; 
turn, the result would be favourable. I accordingly 
went forward, first {hrowing my sword and pistols 
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on the deck^ and asked them directly if my sus- 
picions were correct. The poor fellows were 
taken by surprise, and several o( them answered 
in the affirmative, and, agreeably to my expecta- 
tions, pointed out Mr. Jenkins, the officer whom I 
had suspectedy as the person who had misled 
them. 

This fellow, who had received many obligations 
from the liberal hand of poor Major Beamish, if 
the information subsequently given me wai? cor- 
rect, even before the death of that officer had en- 
deavoured to persuade the men to aid hitn in an 
attempt to seize the ship, and destroy all who 
were opposed to him, in order that he might take 
the troops to Margarita, and represent the expe- 
dition as one of his own forming. In this act of 
atrocity they at once steadily refused to join, but 
when, upon the major's demise, he told them that 
I and Captain Mardyn had poisoned him, and that 
we intended to take them to the West Indies and 
dispose of them for slaves, they became much 
alarmed, and ignorant and credulous as they were, 
it was no wonder they should be aqxious to see 
the shores of old Ireland again. 

As soon as Jenkins found himself detected, he 
threw off all disguise, and commenced a long 
harangue to the men, but they now refused to 
listen to it. Rendered desperate by this neglect, 
he then seized a handspike, and levelled a blow 

VOL. I. c 
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at tny head with ii, which I avoided^ and seiting 
him by the throaty I asked him if he would remain 
quiet during the remainder of the voyage. He 
promised tnost solemnly in the aflSrmative ; but I 
bad no sooner let go my hold^ than he once more 
flew to the handspike^ and again tried to strike 
me^ but missing his aim^ he attempted to knock 
down Captain Mardyn. I now perceived that no- 
thing short of violent measures would produce any 
effect on such a character, and resolved at once 
to apply them. He was but a weak young man, 
about five feet five inches in height^ and of slender 
ibt'matiou> so that I found no difficulty in disarm- 
ing hittij which was but the work of a moment^ 
although in the short scuffle he bit my arm se- 
verely. I had uQt the slightest wish to hurt him^ 
but was determined to convince him that I would 
no longi^r be trifled with^ or have my life endan- 
gered i I therefbre ordered two of the seamen to 
pass a Irope found his waist^ and to throw him 
ovefboard^ leaving him to paddle some minutes 
in the water in a state of uncertainty. This expe- 
dient proved conclusive j on being hoisted on 
board again he was pale and ill from fright^ and 
did not recover during his stay with us sufficiently 
to leave his cabin> and consequently he never 
afl;erwards gave me any trouble. 

The men were now restored to ease and tran- 
quillity^ and although greatly damped by our in- 
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auspicious outset^ tnirth and hilarity began once 
more to prevail. No farther occurrence worthy 
of observation took place during the Voyage, 
which was terminated by our arrival at the Island 
of Margarita on the 29th of August, 1818, after 
a passage of forty-three days* 

On landing I proceeded to the Government 
House, to make known the object of my visit, and 
there found the. Generals Arismendez and Urde- 
hetta making all the preparations their limited 
means would allow for the reception of the first 
division of the British legion, which was estpected 
in a few weeks, according to advices received 
from General English, These officers were equally 
surprised and delighted at the supply a^orded by 
Major Beamish, more particularly as he had never 
intimated such an intention to any member of the 
Venezuelan government, nor had he made any 
stipulation for such a^ervice. General Arismendez 
declared that so implicit a confidence manifested 
in the liberality of the Congress deserved to be 
most handsomely rewarded, and that it consider- 
ably enhanced the value of the attempt to serve 
the Republic ; adding that. While he had a voice in 
the government, he would take care that it should 
iiot pass unnoticed. He also expressed great re- 
gret at the premature death of the major, and 
both the generals appeared anxious to pay every 
respect to his memory in fheir povtet. I ififormed 

c 2 
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them that I had preserved his remains^ and that I 
was anxious they might be entombed with mili- 
tary honours as soon as convenient to them, and 
begged that a day might be fixed for that purpose. 
The second day after our arrival was appointed, 
and I then returned to the ship^ bearing the thanks 
of the two generals to the officers of the battalion, 
for the steady zeal they had displayed in fulfilling 
the wishes of their late commander^ together with 
an assurance^ that while Venezuela possessed the 
power of being of service to them^ they could 
prefer no request that would not be attended to. 

In the afternoon, the generals with their staff*- 
officers came on board, and invited us all to sup- 
per, and to take up our quarters, if we pleased, 
at the Government House. I therefore went on 
shore again in the evening, with the officers of 
the battalion, and found a most sumptuous repast 
prepared for us. During this entertainment we 
were informed that His Excellency the President 
Bolivar had originally intended to employ the 
British legion in the conquest of New Grenada, 
to which bold attempt strong inducements were 
formed by its comparative opulence, and the lite- 
rally bankrupt condition of Venezuela. Circum- 
stances however becoming daily more critical, the 
president had ultimately determined not to wait 
for the British auxiliaries^ but to assemble all the 
force which he could muster^ amounting to about 



IN COLOMBIA. ' 21 

1500 men. With these troops, including several 
of the gallant Englishmen under ' Colonel Rooke, 
who had come out with Sir Gregor McGregor, he 
had proceeded across the cordillera of the Andes, 
on his hazardous expedition; and such being 
the state of affairs on our arrival, the generals 
had already come to a determination to despatch 
Major Beami$h's battalion to his assistance, without 
delay. Happily this speedy appropriation of the 
timely succour so unexpectedly afforded, was as 
politic as it was expedient, not only meeting with 
the approbation of the officers and the men, but 
being a measure which inspired them with greater 
confidence than any other could have done, as it 
tended to place them under the command of 
Colonel Rooke,* who was related to their late 
leader by marriage. We were also informed by 
Urdenetta, during the temporary absence of Aris- 
mendez, that Bolivar, just before his departure, 
had nominated the former general to the com- 
mand of the entire force raised by English, and 
had enjoined him to leave Angostura, the capital, 
where he then was, and to repair to Margarita to 
receive it. 

* This brave and excellent officer was shortly after (on the 
25th of Jttly^ 1819) so severely wounded at the battle of Tunja^ 
in New Grenada, as to occasion his death. He was succeed^ 
by Major Mackintosh, who was equally brave and skilful. To 
the great military experience and courage of the latter are to be 
attributed in a great measure the decisive victories of Boyaca 
in New Grenada, and Carabobo Venezuela. 
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We all returned oii board that night, intending 
to disembark the battalion, and to prepare for the 
funeral of Major Beamish the following day. Ac- 
cordingly the nejct morning the men vwere landed 
in good health, and in the highest spirits^ and while 
the oflScers were reviewing them, I occupied my- 
self in the melancholy duty. of superintending the 
formation of the grave, and in other prepara- 
tions for the interment of my departed friend. 
Every thing being at length in due order, his re- 
mains were deposited in a small spot of ground 
enclosed for the purpose, about a quarter of a mile 
from the town of Juan Griego, with every mark of 
respect and honour ; and I had subsequently the 
satisfaction of witnessing the erection of a monu-^ 
ment to his memory, by the conunand of General 
Arismendez, who inscribed upon it a very appro- 
priate epitaph of his own composition. 

The following day the battalion was re-em-i 
barked, and we proceeded up the river Orinoco, 
for Angostura, whence the troops would com- 
mence their long and laborious march to the head« 
quarters of Bolivar, I had orders from General 
Arismendez, in the event of my falling in with the 
squadron of Admiral Brion, to deliver the troops 
to him, and he would forward them to the capital, 
while I returned to wait the generals further com- 
mands. I happened to meet the squadron at the 

mouth of the Orinoco, where I accordingly re* 



signed the men to the charge of the admiral^ and 
thus was happily enabled fully to complete my 
allotted share of duty in this peculiarly circum- 
stanced expedition* 

This speedy release was so far fortunate, as it 
afforded me a better opportunity for attending to 
the affairs, and securing the effects of my deceased 
friend. The ship waf; my principal carej for 
never having heard the major express any inten- 
tion of devoting her to the service of the Inde- 
pendents, I was desirous of selling her to the best 
advantage, that the produce might be transmitted 
to Mrs. Beamisht On my return to Marg^rita^ 
therefore, at the recommendation of General Aris-» 
mendez, who took a lively interest iii 9II that re- 
lated to the deceased, I placed the ship in the 
charge of an English pierchant, named Ripley, for 
that purpose, By him she was sent for sale to 
Jamaica, as vessels could be purchased at Marga- 
rita^ or any port belonging to the Republic, fqr s^ 
mere trifle, I then forwarded the property which 
the major had on boardj together with his papers, 
to England} retaining only the account of his 
expenditure in the formpttion and transport pf the 
battalion, which I kept back with the intention of 
presenting it to the Congress, when the country 
should attain to a more prospj^rous state. 
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CHAPTER n. 

The Author's Residence with General Arismendez— Description of the 
Island of Margarita — Its Invasion hy General Morillo — Mer- 
ciless Proceedings of that General — Successful Resistance of the 
Natives, under General Arismendez — Trophy of Victory — 
Bravery of the Females — Old "Women's Battery. — Hospitality of 
the Islanders — General Arismendez — Capture of his Lady — 
Threat of General Morillo on that Occasion — Firmness of General 
Arismendez — Extraordinary Deliverance of Madame Arismendez 
— Their Eandness to the Authors-Character of the Family. 

Having received a most cordial invitation from 
General Arismendez and his lady to take up my 
residence with them^ until the return of the squa- 
dron to receive on board the British brigade 
(when the general assured me that he would pro 
cure me a command)^ I was induced to accept it^ 
and experienced the greatest attention and kind- 
ness. My time was chiefly occupied in walking 
or riding about the island^ of which, as it stands 
forward very conspicuously in the Revolution of 
Colombia, and has shown so determined a resist- 
ance to the repeated attempts of the Spanish 
government to reduce and enslave it, some de- 
scription may not be altogether uninteresting. 

The island of Margarita is situated in IP 30' 
north latitude, and about 64® west longitude, and 
is thirty-five leagues in circumference. It is si- 
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tuated between thirteen and fourteen miles distant 
from the Spanish Main; about two days' sail from 
Jamaica^ and not quite so much from Barcelona. 
A ridge of impassable mountains extends through 
its centre from one extremity to the other ; sepa- 
rating Juan Griego and Pampatar, which are the 
only towns on the island^ the former beiog the 
chief. From one to the other there is but one 
accessible road^ cut by the natives, whiph at the 
summit of the mountain forms a most difficult 
defile, with a drawbridge that when down admits 
but a single file of men. This defile is so strong 
by natui'e, independently of what it owes to art, 
that fifty good soldiers might with ease defend it 
against five thousand. 

Save a little valley here and there, which is 
verdant and productive of maize in great abun- 
dance, the whole island is extremely barren ; and 
but for the five valuable fisheries attached to it, 
would not yield sufficient food for its inhabitants. 
By far the greater part is beyond the reach of 
cultivation, being so thickly covered with the 
prickly pear tree as to render it impassable ; and 
the few roads, or passages, which the natives have 
cut through it, are so narrow, that the malignant 
wounds occasioned by its thorn can with difficulty 
be avoided. The attraction which European flesh 
possesses for this thorn is. truly wonderful. If 
standing within two or three inches of its point, it 
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will sometimes dart like m arrow into the skin } 
and the extraction is always attended lyith con- 
siderable pain. If neglected, it works deeper and 
deeper, until in a few liours the whole of it is 
buried, and in such cases mortification not unfre- 
quently ensues. In no other part of the world is 
the prickly pear found in such abundance, or 
possessing such venomous qualities; and this, 
added to the other natural defences of the island, 
and to the unyielding bravery of the Margarita* 
nians, almost precludes the possibility of its being 
reduced, even after a landing has been effected. 

The recovery of Margarita was for a long time 
the ardent wish of the Spanish government, whose 
generals made repeated descents upon it to no 
purpose, Morillo, who of all the Spanish com- 
manders was the best calculator of the advan- 
tages to be won or lost in Colombia, foresaw that 
while the Independents had one hundred men left, 
and held possession of Margarita» they could 
always effect a revolution among its natives^ as it 
afforded a secure rendelsvQus for an assisting 
force, of either ships or troops. For this reason 
he always recommended its reduction in his des- 
patches, even subsequently to his own unsuccessful 
attempts upon it. Accordingly when Ferdinand, 
who . placed the most unlimited confideQce in that 
pflSicer's opinions as a general, ordered a body 
of 30,000 men to be sent out under General 
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O^Donnell, the first object of the expedition was to 
be the seizure of this gallant little island. Had this 
force, which was immense in comparison of the army 
ofVenezuela, ever reached its destinatjon^the result 
must have been fatal to the independent cause ; but 
fortunately the noise produced in Europe by the 
equipment of the British legion, and the much 
talked*of expedition from Ireland, under Qeneral 
DevereuXj with other causes, excited a mutiny 
among the Spanish troops assembled at Cadiz in 
the. spring of 1819^ and they positively refused to 
embark ; so that the idea was necessarily aban- 
doned. Morillo had previously (in 1816) accom- 
plished a landing with 17,000 of the best troops 
of Spain, escorted by a fleet of ships of war 
and transports, amounting to nearly seventy sail. 
He possessed himself of Pampatar, the heights of 
which he fortified, intending to make it a depot for 
his forces ; and immediately prepared for an at- 
tack on Juan Grielgo. At this time there were 
not 300 muskets in the island belonging to the 
natives, yet General Arismendez, at the head of a 
chosen band, broke the pass at the mountainous 
defile before described, and with the principal 
part of the male population, occasionally aided by 
the females, who always fight at Margarita in the 
event of invasion, took up his abode in the moun- 
tains, where they existed on sugar-cane. Here he 
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seized every opportunity of harassing or annoying* 
the enemy, which he could easily^ do, as he never 
relinquished the command of the defile during 
their stay in the island ; and thus he found means 
not only to destroy their foraging parties, but by 
night to attack their very camp, and plunder their 
stores. By this marauding system of warfare, in 
which he was always victorious, he considerably en- 
riched himself, and in a very short time had a nu- 
merous body ofJbllower^ well armed, and furnished 
with every necessary for the kind of warfare in 
which they were engaged. 

From the extreme height and inaccessible na- 
ture of the mountains which separated the warring 
chiefs, Morillo could never pass to the opposite 
side of the island, but was compelled to limit his 
operations to the vicinity of Pampatar, which di- 
rectly faces the main land. In order to revenge 
himself on this spirited people for their gallant 
resistance, that ferocious leader proclaimed the 
bloody war of extermination, and relentlessly car- 
ried it into execution upon all who unhappily fell 
into his hands. Neither age nor infancy, sex nor 
condition, was spared ; and the cruelties practised 
by Morillo, and his tiger-like band, were as hor- 
rible as the worst that ever stained the history of 
any country, and exceeded in atrocity the fell acts 
of the most blood-thirsty of the barbarous hordes. 
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who, to borrow a line from a well-known poet, 
have been mysteriously allowed to ^^ shut the 
gates of mercy on mankind." 

As it is but too easy to imagine, the islanders 
were not backward in retaliating ; and eventually, 
it is perhaps doubtful which party committed the 
greatest excesses. It must however be remem- 
bered, that the invaders were the original pro- 
jectors of them; and that the poor IVfargaritanians 
were goaded, into the commission of atrocities in 
their own defence, which, under ai^y other circum- 
stances, their humane dispositions would have re- 
volted at. They saw their liberties threatened and 
endangered; their wives, children, and kindred, 
daily butchered and quartered; and the reeking 
members of beings the most dear to them exposed 
to their gaze on every tree and crag of their native 
forests and mountains ; nor was it until hundreds 
had been thus slaughtered, that they pursued the 
same course. The result was, that the Spaniards 
were worsted. I myself saw upwards of seven 
thousand of their skulls, dried and heaped toge- 
ther in one place, which is not unaptly termed 
^^ Golgotha," as a trophy of victory. Each of these 
skulls bears the deep cuts of the machetti, a long 
knife resembling a sabre in shape, and of admira- 
ble temper, which is used in time of peace to cut 
sugar-cane, arid for other agricultural purposes; 
and in war as a weapon^ of defence, being a very 
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formidable one in the hands of an expert native. 
These skulls are still preserved, by the orders of 
General Arismendez, whose hatred and vengeance 
have ever been implacable. Thus, after a con- 
tinued series of defeats, Morillo> in the sequel, 
found it not only useless, but impossible, to re- 
main longer in the island, which he left with few 
inore than 6000 men, having sacrificed upwards 
of 10,000 of his army, in his ^vain attempt to 
subdue it. 

The natural productions of Margarita are, the 
sugar-cane, which grows in great abundance; a 
little tobacco ; the cassava root, of which a coarse 
bread is made ; maize, or Indian corn ; and a va- 
riety of tropical fruits. Part of the soil is fertile, and 
affords very good pasture ; but the whole island is 
quite destitute of water, which the Inhabitants are 
obliged to import from the continent, no spring 
having ever yet been discovered. About ten or fif- 
teen miles from Pampatar the beautiful pearl fishery 
is situated, which Messrs. Rundell and Bridge have 
obtained permission to work for a limited timej 
and which first induced the Spaniards to take pos- 
session of the island ; its name most likely origi- 
nating in the same circumstance. They built a 
castle called Monpadre, and employed a vast 
number of negroes as divers ; but these were all 
put to death by Morillo, and it is unlikely that they 
will ever be replaced by Others of ^tjual dexterity. 
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The natives are a quiet, simple, obliging, and 
inoffensive race ; brave, generous, hospitable, 
and eager to perform any oflSce of kindness for 
strangers. They are addicted to no excesses, but 
are hardy, abstemious, and most enthusiastically 
attached to the place of their nativity, which, ex- 
cept in cases of extreme urgency, they never 
leave j seeming to inherit a resolution to live and 
die only for it. They are very expert shots, fre- 
quently killing rabbits, of which there are plenty 
in the mountains, while running, with a single 
bullet. 

In na part of Colombia has there been so much 
steady courage and zealous patriotism manifested, 
as in this heroic little island. In time of war, 
when a sail approaches, three guns are fired at the 
Fort la Giudad, and in a few hours every soul 
capable of bearing arms, or of rendering the least 
assistance, is assembled at this point ; the women 
sharing equally with the men in the dangers and 
fiitigues of the campaign. During the first attempt 
of Morillo to invade their country, these gallant 
AmaKons constantly worked the guns in the bat- 
talion under General Gomez; and the havoc 
which they made among the enemy, sufficiently 
proved the skill and dexterity they had acquired 
in the management of their artillery. At one time, 
when the entire Spanish squadron aided in a 
descent on the coast, and were seen off the mouth 
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of the harbour, these females actually carried, in 
one night, materials for the erection of a battery 
of four twenty-four-pounders; which they after- 
wards constructed themselves. As the Spaniards^ 
perceiving the preparations making for them, and 
probably intimidated by the remembrance of their 
former defeats, sheered oflF, it was not required; 
but it is still standing, and has ever since been de- 
nominated ^^ The Old Women's Battery"— The 
people of Margarita have been, by some persons^ 
condemned as cruel and dishonest; but, judging 
by their conduct to myself during my various wan- 
derings among them, I deem most unjustly. I have 
been in the wildest and most unfrequented parts, 
where such acts as have been attributed to them 
might have been committed without the least fear 
of detection, but I always experienced the utmost 
good-nature and attention from them ; and when 
fatigued, while on my excursions, their doors were 
ever open to me, and their simple fare offered, 
with a cordiality which left no doubt of their hos- 
pitable sympathies and generous feelings. 

Of these islanders General Arismendez is the 
chiei^ and the idol of his countrymen, to whose 
regard and esteem his great exertions and sacri- 
fices in their defence have deservedly entitled him. 
He is by birth half Creole and half Indian ; his fea- 
tures are those of the former^ while his hair closely 
resembles that of the latter. His person is large. 
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athletic^ e^d muscular^ though spare and thin; 
and he is capable of endtiring almost incredible 
fatigue and privation. He is about fifty-four years 
of age, though in appearance older; continued 
anxiety, his hard mode of living, together with 
several woutids, having done more than time to 
increase the deep furrows which mark his weather- 
beaten countenance. Thus strongly indented, his 
aspect exhibits a peculiar ferocity of expression, 
which his smile only increases. His laugh never 
fails to create a momentary shudder, and the 
dreadful diistbrtion of the muscles of the face 
which it produces, can only be compared with that 
of the hyena when under similar excitement. His 
displeasure is always signified by this demoniacal 
grin, accompanied by a low lengthened exclama- 
tion resembling the suppressed roar of a tiger, his 
eye's at the same time flashing vengeance j and 
should the object of his rage be at these moments 
within its compass, death inevitably ensues. His 
general appearance might impress a superficial 
observer wifli a belief that he is so accustomed to 
sc^es of horror and bloodshed, they afford him 
gratification' rather than uneasiness. I am, how- 
ever, strongly of opinion, that the sanguinary mea- 
sures which he has adopted against the enemies of 
Colombia have resulted more from the state oif a 
mind goaded and tortured to revenge by the fiend- 
like barbarities to which so "many of his kindred 

VOL. I. B 
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ftn4 cQvii^ryinf^n fell a sq.QrifiQe^ tban to an; 
original ws^nt pf humapity ; and tl)at if be bad 
Uyed in more peacefol timf83, he would have 
been ^ oniament to the society in whioh he 
ffioye^. 

, Bor inany yeare he followed the occupatiQu of a 
fisherinanj in which he acquired considerable 
¥?fialth by hi? industry, and resided in quiet seclu- 
sipn wi^l^ his family at his present retreat^ a few 
ipijqs ffQfn th^ towq pf Juan Qriego. When the 
B^volutjon ^fst |::|{:oke put^ his latent eqergies be- 
came apparent, m^ his martial apd enterprigipg 
geni^^ quickly displayed itself to the terror of thQ 
Spani£|r4^j ^gain§t ^hpm he laboured indefat^ably 

ai^4 ^flp^ssantiy^ m^til thp termination of the cpn- 

t?«t fpr frepdom- Withpiit the least ostentatiouj, 
%j\^ ^th «p views qf self-^ggrandisem«Jnt, he has 
unquestipR^^y Qffefitfid mprp real benefit to the 
J^ppublic of Qplpmbia tl^an almost aqy other chief, 
s^though h» wpuld never allow his services to be 
blawned foisth, like those of many among ihe 
lead^cfe mncih Iqs^ distinguished than himsel£ His 
1<^V? pf covii^t(7 i^> indeed, proverbial among the 
ypn$?Uf)lans ; and a single instance will suffice to 
eyinpe hi? atprn and inAexiblp patriotisiq. 

While Crcneral Mprillo and hia forces remained 
^ Mavg^ta ths last time, Madame Arismendez^ 
a very bfia^tiful and interesting womaq> the second 
\tnife pf Ihe^ general, then fac advanced in pregnancy. 
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fdiile bathing at night * in the rnqr which rans 
through La Ciudad^ was captured by adetachmc^ 
of the Spanish army/ and carried to head-guarters. 
Arismendez vowed a ten-fold vengeance when he 
ascertained his loss ; and immediately sallied forth 
with a numerous body of men^ at the head of whom 
he attacked the enemy^ slew a great number of 
them^ and took a colonel and one hundred and sixty 
soldiers prisoners. This colonel^ who was reputed 
the best officer in Morillo's army^ and was that 
leader's greatest favourite^ had proved himself the 
most merciless destroyer of the Margaptanians^ 
which being known to Arismeudez^ the latter had 
been for a long time endeavouring to c^ture him; 
and having now succeeded^ his doom was instantly 
fixed* When Morillo received intelligence of 
Uiis disaster from the few who had escaped (as a 
Spaniard would have been killed by th^ piquets 
before he could have reached t^e infuriated ge- 
neral)^ he despatched a little native boy^ one of his 
prisoners^ with a note^ proposing to restore Ma- 
dame Arismendez if his officer were sent back un- 
hurt; and declaring that she should be put to 
death if he were not. The soldiers had already 
been slain when the note arrived; to which 
Greneral Arismendez composed an answer^ con- 
formably to the following (mnslation : 
^f General Arinnendexi wars npt with women^ but 

* A prevalent eofltom among the ladies of Beuth AmiH^ca. 

D 2 
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against the Spaniards, the eiiemids of his country, 
and the disgrace of human nature. General Mo- 
ritio may act as he pleases- towards the wife of 
Arismendez : dear as she is to him, he holds the 
safety of his country dearer; and before the 
bearer of this sets out on bis return, the monster 
whose hands have been so often steeped in. the 
blood of its unoffending inhabitants, will be dead/' 
The above letter having been written, the two 
sons of Arismendez drew lots to determine which 
should execute the prisoner. Chance decided for 
the youngest, who separated the officer's head from 
his body with" a machetti, in the presence of the 
boy-inessenger, who was then sent back to his 
employer. On receiving the answer of Aris-' 
mendez, Morillb was on the point of putting his 
fiadr captive to death, when some of his officers,^ 
moved by her pitiable situation and tears, diverted 
him from his purpose, and she was sent prisoner 
to Spain, and confined in the fortress of Cadiz.. 
From this place, after an imprisonment of a few 
days only, she contrived to escape in the habit of 
a seaman ; and as she spoke the Spanish language 
equal to a native, she managed to get on board a 
me^chant*vessel in that capacity, which was just 
about to sail. This vessel was soon after cap- 
tured by a Venezuelan privateer, off the Western 
Islands; and in it, as a prize, she now sailed in 
triumph to her husband. When she landed at 
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Margarita, all the females of the island assembled 
on the beach to receive her, and strewed the 
path fiom the shore to the general's house, up- 
wards of four miles, with flowers. A car was also 
constructed, in which she was drawn to her home, 
within view of the Spaniards, who could witness 
the procession from their posts. 

While I resided with the general, I had gredt 
opportunities of observing his character. He was 
open and sincere, energetic, brave, and generous ; 
and in maAy instances, aiid especially in my own, 
kind and attentive. He is extremely partial to 
the English, and pays them the most marked 
respect : every thing which he can command is at 
their disposal, and few circumstances can give him 
more pleasure or pain than their acceptance or re- 
fusal of his proffered services. He is also very in-, 
quisitive as to their government, manners, customs, 
state qf the army and navy, and similar matters ; 
and delights to hear their gallant deeds in action 
recounted. I have seen his hardy iron visage 
lighted up with all the enthusiasm and fire of a 
warrior, and his hand firmly, although perhaps 
unconsciously, grasp the hilt of his sword, when 
the feats of the army under the brave Duke of 
Wellington were related to him ; and then, as if 
aware that he was remarked, turn round and say^ 
to me, ^^ You will laugh at such romantic feelings 
in a man of my years ; but my heart is as warm now 
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as evet It \<ras/' To the IHsh he ik likewise much 
attached, toian^ of whdm were under his comhaand 
in the Wai- of the Revblutiou. He dendiuindtes * 
them the bf ate blundehert ; and has stored up a 
variety df attefcdotfes illusti^tive bf that josile be- 
twefeh cohception and uttfet-atice, the fruitfhl resliit 
of which, under the tiame of buU, has been recog- 
nised ds (bhkraeteristic of the datives of the Eine- 
rald lile throughout the world. The general is 
also vei*y hospitable, and his house is open to all 
Without invitation^ which in Sohth America is 
sddom given. A strangei* may walk in if he 
pleases without cbremony, and he is sure of being 
Welcome } but his company is not requested, be- 
cause it is a point ih South AmeHcan good breed* 
irig that he shall feel no restraint, but go or stay 
a§ iflclination may dictate; the ttatlves deeifaing 
all bttstoms which impose any restriction on a 
visltbt as the extreme of impoliteness. He is 
plain in manners and conversation] the latter being 
generally brief and to the purpose ; and^he never 
liiakes prdnii8eS> from a conscientious fear that 
circumstances may not enable him to fulfil them. 
As, hoi^eVter, h(^ is diWays willing tb Serve when 
ke can find aft opjJbrtiihity, and performs a great 
number ttf bfenieficent actions with fextrerae libe- 
rality arid considferatioti, no pfersdti J)bssessihg thfe 
least teldiiti to his ^ddd-will cat! jliStlJ^ fcbmplaill of 
neglecti br withhbld his iurpHse at the tttany 
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bienfevoleht and exbeHfent qiialitifeS \\rbich at-b cbti-: 
cealed ufader art ieJxteridf so rough alid fdtbidditig^. 
He is alsb fiirm atid testing In his fiieiidShitis, hevef 
allowing time or c?l{)rice to affect thfeir {iermatiehcy; 
He niay himsfelf be Ibrgottfeiij bttt he h^ver fdrgetsi 
one whom he esteems ; and he will ofteti tit^Stdi^r 
some unexpected favour upon him, however dis- 
tant he may be. His natural capacity is of a 
superior order, but it remains in a great measure 
uncultivated J and he evinces a high sense of 
honour and independence, which few of the other 
chiefs can boast, to whose intriguing spirit his 
ingenuousness and simplicity have more than once 
rendered him an easy prey. To conclude, he is 
one of the best of friends and most formidable of 
enemies, but to those only who are at the same 
time the enemies of his country. No one had 
ever occasion to regret the acquaintance of Aris- 
mendez but a Spaniard. 

Madam Arismendez is very polite, affable, and 
engaging, possessing much fortitude and firmness, 
with an ardent zeal for the welfare of the Re- 
public. Indeed I have often heard her declare, 
that if her husband had given up the Spanish 
colonel to save her life, she would never have 
seen him again. 

Of the sons of Arismendez I can only observe/ 
with regret, that the scenes of massacre and blood- 
shed which they have been accustomed to behold 



40 



RECOLLSGTIONS OF A 6ERYICB 



from their infancy, seem to have ^steeled their 
bosoms^ and annihilated the principles of humanity 
which nature might have originally implanted 
therein* Hence they have a large proportion of 
the faults of their father^ united with but few of 
his virtues. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Arrival of Admiral Brion from Angostura with the Venezuelan 
Fleet— His Prejudices against Fordgners — General Arismendez 
procures the Author the Command of a Corrette — Takes a rich 
Prize; seasonahle Relief afforded hy it — Distress of the Govern- 
ment^ and Costume of its Legislators — ^Author ohtains Rank in 
the Republican Navy— Terms of Service — ^Rencontre "with the 
first Division of the British Legion — Reception of General 
English and his Expedition at Trinidad— -Naval Skirmish for 
his DelTverance — ^Testiness and professional Ill-vrill of Admiral 
Brion — Sketch of the public and private Character of that Officer 
—Account of his Successor. 

In the begihniDg of the month of October Admiral 
Brion arrived from Angostura, at the head of 
Ihe entire Venezuelan fleet, consisting of twenty- 
seven vessels of various rates and denominations. 
General Arismendez, who had been waiting for 
this event to procure me a command, immediately 
went on board the flag-ship, to invite him to his 
house, to which he came the same day to dinner. 
This was the point on which all my hopes rested 
of obtaining a rank in the Republican navy, and 
I looked forward to my introduction with much 
anxiety. I had not long to wait, and my hopes 
were from the first moment completely extin- 
guished. It did not require much penetration to 
discover his aversion to foreigners of every country; 
for during two or three houra after dinner, he 
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chiefly amused himself with uttering the grossest 
invectives against the British officers then in the 
service^ as well as in dii^paragement of those 
about to join ; strongly feprbbaling the practice 
of giving them commissions, and declaring his 
intention to rid the navy entirely of tliem. General 
Arismendez was ndt howfeVfer dismayed ttt this 
declaration^ and having elicited from the admiral^ 
in the course of conversatlbn^ that bne of his 
o^cers^ wiib had commanded a fine corvette of 
twenty-two guils^ manned by nearly two hiindred 
Etiglishmen, with a prdi^drtioii of Sdmbo-blacks, 
had died a short time previously of the yellow 
fbver^ as also that his ship had ilot yet beed 
bestbwed u{:lon any other person^ inlmediately 
solicited the command for ine. Brion ihade man^ 
excuses to atoid compliance with this request^ 
and several of them riot of a vety liberal deserip-^ 
tiott ; but my persevering patron^ who was not to 
be refused^ checked hini> and the admir&l finding 
that he must either agree or come to an open 
rupture with the getieral, which was not desirabkj 
ihade a virtue of beceSsity^ and presented me t?ith 
the vessel; 

The next morning I received ordeilB to ^get my 
ship ready for sea, which did not require much 
time^ as the senior lieutenant was a r&matkably 
active officer, atod had kept her in excellent trini: 
Adcordingly^ od the 21st of Obtober;» 1i)e third day 



after I had received the comtnaiid> I dailed oil the 
look-out for the first division of the British legion> 
which was to touch at tile island of Trinidad fdr 
farther orders, that wbre to be forwdrded to Mr- 
Henderson the Venezuelan agent there. General 
Arismendez had also given me private iiistructioiis 
to convey to General Bnglish> if he should ac- 
company the troops ; and if not> to thb command* 
ing offlcfet*. My orders from the admlrdl werfe td 
attack abd destroy all viessels bearing Spanish 
coloiirs; inking care to plunder thiejih of every 
thing valuable, and either put their crewi^ to itn- 
mediate death; or reserve them for exectition on 
my return. On the 21st of Octdber I sailed^ 
sooii after da^-break; and about nooti saw a largb 
shhobner having the appeatanbe df a pri^teer; 
a considerable distance to the windt^ard; She 
proved tb foe a Bermuda and Clipper built vei^del^ 
and a quick sailer^ but as the corvette was also 
a fast sailer> we came up with hisr about seveii p.m. 
and in d few minutes were in close action; She 
mounted six tfrelve-pbunders aild a long twenty-* 
four on k swivel; whibh she had used in the chase; 
but withont eSetit The contest tsrds short; on 
boarding the men fled from their quarters; and 
to nly ijurprise^ dthough they were certain of being 
all put to deaths surrendered &t once^ and at eight 
p. m. she was safe in my wake^ tvith a pdrtion bf 
my crew on board her* The cQrtette recbived no 
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injury, and only three of her men were slig^htly 
wounded. The next morning I went on board 
to examine . the prize, and found a large quan- 
tity of goods and specie, the plunder of various 
vessels, together with arms, ammunition, and 
clothing for one thousand men, which she was 
carrying to Garaccas for the garrison there. All 
these I had transferred to the corvette, and re- 
moving the prisoners, I sank the schooner at 
once. It grieved me to take so many poor f^U 
lows to certain death, and I would willingly have 
suffered them to escape could I have found any 
reasonable pretext for doing so; but my orders 
were peremptory on that head, and my commis- 
sion, and in all probability my own life, would have 
been the sacrifice had I disobeyed them. Indeed, 
as I have before observed, if I had obeyed them 
to the letter, I should have caused the unfortunate 
captives to be massacred at once, before I sank 
the schooner, for which purpose the Sambos were 
kept on board the vessels belonging to the Inde- 
pendents; but as that was out of my line altogether, 
I left it to those most aggrieved, and therefore 
most inclined to become superintendants of their 
execution. 

After a short cruise off Trinidad; as I could hear 
no intelligence of the expedition> I returned to 
Margarita, thinking that the prize which I had 
captured would be of some little service, as the 
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treasury there was exhausted before I sailed^ 
while that at Angostura was knowii to be com- 
pletely drained. The liidney^ as I had anticipated^ 
proved a seasonable relief; and my patron, the 
general^ was neither slow nor sparing in his'praises. 
He warmly congratulated me on my successful 
debiit ; and expressed his determination to write 
^n account of the affair to the Congress at the 
capital, and to send them 200^000 dollars as a 
moiely of the specie. Not so the admiral; the 
idea of owing any thing to a foreigner was intoler* 
able to him^ and he endeavoured to put an effectual 
stop to my future efforts^ by pretending to want 
the corvette for a particular service;^ in lieu of 
which he offered me an old brigantine^ totally 
unfit for any service^ a,nd generally used ais a 
receptacle for the sick^ being manned only by 
about forty Indians and Sambos. The general^ 
however^ soon silenced him again ; and I was per- 
mitted^ much against his will^ to retain the vessel^ 
Arismendez recommenduig me to go to Angostura 
with the specie myself^ as I could then get my 
ratfk confirmed by the Congress. I followed his 
advice, and was received by the vice-president 
with great politeness^ and as far as his means would 
allow^ with equal hospitality. 
' The Republic was at this time in a wretched 
state of insolvency^ and the amount sent by Aris- 
mendez to. the Congress was a sum which it had 
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not possessed lor many montha. Its poverty was 
plainly denoted by the appearance pf its members^ 
who mote resembled a troop of mendicants than a 
body of legislators. Most of them were attired in 
a Qoarsp^ striped^ cotton shirty with trowsers of 
the ^ame materijd, patched in different directions ; 
a i^traw bf^t gTQy^^ old and dirty with constant 
wear^ and a European blanket^ with a hole cut in 
the centre for the head to pass through^ thrown 
over the shoulders as a capote or cloak. Some 
few were fortunate enougfi to possess shoes, or 
boots; others had the remains of them attached to 
their feet with tittlp ropes made of cow-hide^ 
termed sogos^ in humble imitation of the Roman 
sandal ; but by far the greater number had their 
feet wrapped in a piece of Gow-hide| canvas^ or 
blanket, while the larhole of them were destitute 
pf stockings. A worn-out half-famished mule^ 
adorned in some instances with a hussar saddle 
and its trappings, but more commqnly with a back 
galled by a seat somewhat resembling an English 
t^ack-saddle^ a musket^ and a machetti^ completed 
their equipment; and thus attired and mount^d^ 
they rode in procession to the Government House 
on the three days a week appointed for their 
assembling. 

On the Monday following the day of my arrival^ 
I was desired to appear before the Congress^ in 
order to receive the eonfirma^on of my rank^ which 



dqrectiop I ^ttpp^^i^ tp ; *nd c'erts^inlyj, as far as 
pcomisp^ ami VCTl^al eqcQuragement went, I bad 
r^asQji tq be. perfectly ^atiefi^d. I was established 
|a the rtnk q{ a cQwro£^nd€5r of pbips of the second 
fiia§s ; which is aboat equal to that of a junior post- 
captain in the British navy, e3:eept in the article 
pf emolument, which> in the Republican service, 
is Que-thicd piote than iu tfte English, ainountiag 
to fifteen shillings per day. I also possessed an 
pquivalent rank in the ^imy; in which^ if called 
ppon, I was compelled \q serve. The distribution 
^f pri^esr onerhalf of which was claimed by go- 
Yernment, was not to take place until their ipde- 
pB^^deQPe w^s eptablipb§d> or the war otherwise 
tepninated ; &t whifih period all claims were to be 
audited^ fttid three months allowed for payment, 
|f hipb W*s tft kn ipade op bills on the government, 

at 9^^ months^ date. 

Bi^pyesses were immediately sent off to the 
i?resident BoUvar, informing him of the temporary 
sfipply received by the Congress, a portion of 
which ^as fqrw^cded to aid him in his purposed 
tevolutjon of thjQi New Gcenadians. Thp despatches 
having been wade up ftom the vice-president to 
General Arismendez, I sailed immediately for 
Margarita, where I landed on the 24th of Decem- 
ber* I Wa$ here informed that the admiral and 
the 4eet bad sailed no one knew whither, or for 
wh^t pwpP9& or when they would raturp; >q that 
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I was now, at least for a short time, free from the 
restraint which the admiral's prejudices and in- 
sulting manners imposed upon me. Three weeks 
glided away in this manner, smoothly and happily, 
when a brig-of-war came in to announce the arrival 
of the fleet. Having previously received orders 
from Arismendez to sail on a second cruise, in 
search of the British legion, and having by his desire 
only waited for this signal for starting, I hurried on 
board and got under weigh. I was not, however, 
in sufficient time to escape the admiral's notice, 
who made a signal for my return ; and on my doing 
so, ordered me to come back in three days, whether 
I fell in with the brigade or not ; but subsequently 
he altered his commands, and insisted that I should 
not return until I had met with them. This, from, 
the length of time I was kept upon the look-out, 
I thought would never arrive; I however came 
across three Spanish merchantmen and a small 
schooner, all of which I fortunately captured, and 
as usual destroyed*, after removing every thing 
worthy of preservation. This employment served 
to pass away the time and keep up the spirits of 
my men, who, although they had been in the Ve- 
nezuelan service ippre than twelve months, had 
never before taken a prize. After a three days 
cruise to the eastward, from the period of my last 
capture, I at length fell in with the first division of 
the legion, under the command of Colonel. Bios- 
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sett; and after delivering my orders to him, that 
officer judged it more expedient to proceed di- 
rectly to the depot, than to go first to Trinidad* 
The troops were landed at Margarita, in good 
health and spirits; and after staying there a few 
days only, I again sailed under orders to cruise off 
Trinidad, until I should fall in with the second di- 
vision, under General English. 

Some weeks elapsed before I could hear any 
tidings of these anxiously expected auxiliaries; 
but ultimately, on my return to Trinidad, after a 
temporary absence in chase of a brigantine, I found 
General English there, and rather in an awkward 
predicament. Oh the arrival of the expedition, in 
accordance with the instructions forwarded to him 
in England, the general hfid proceeded to Mr. 
Henderson, the republican agent at Trinidad, for 
further orders, when, to his astonishment, he found 
that an attempt was made to detain both himself 
and the troops by the local authorities, under the 
pretence of orders from the governor of the island. 
Sir Ralph Woodford, whose feelings were repre^ 
sented as d^idedly hostile to the object of this 
armament. How far these representations were 
correct I cannot take upon myself to assert; but 
certain it is, that all ihe force that could be mus- 
tered was ordered^ out to oppose the departure of 
the troops, and of the six ships under the general's 
orders, who got on board with some difficulty, and 
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being determined to resist to the utmost of his 
power^ he was preparing for action^ when I fortu-* 
liately returned. Observing what was going for- 
ward^ I hastened to General English^ on board the 
Jupiter^ in. order to deliver my despatches and in- 
quire into the cause of the interruption. I found 
him ill^ €^nd greatly agitated^ and he requested my 
assistance with extraordinary earnestness to beat 
baek the foi^ce of the island. My assurances of aid 
appeared to lessen bis anxiety, which almost en» 
tirely subsided when I pointed out to him the fee- 
bleness of the hostile squadron. I accordingly 
returned to my own ship, and made close up to a 
large schooner, which, being the best of all the op* 
posing force, was bearing down upon the foremost 
ship of the English's division. A broadside from 
the corvette, fired with much coolness and preci* 
$ioo, sent her foremast over her side, and did 
considerable injury to her hull, besides killing and 
wounding many of her hands. A discharge from 
the ships of the division followed, and so intimi- 
dated the Trinidadian fleet, that, like Falstaff, 
deeming ^^ discretion the better part of valour,^' 
they put back, and left us to the prosecution of our 
voyage in peace* If they had not done so, the 
whole of them must have been sunk, as every ship 
of the dxpedition was exceedingly well armed and^ 
manned ; and I believe that all their commanders 
were equally brave and skilful 
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We now sailed for Margarita^ where wc arrived^ 
without further molestation^ on the 19th of April. 
The corvette was so laden with the produce pf the 
last prize I had captured^ which consisted of stores 
sent by Spain for the use of her troops^ that I was 
glad to unload her; and as in the course of the 
few skirmishes in which she had been engaged^ she 
had received some injury^ it was necessary to have 
her repaired. The trifling service which I had 
rendered to the expedition at Trinidad, was eulo- 
gized fkr more than it merited by General English, 
who soon perceived that the sulgect Was uopleasing 
to the admiral, and I have no doubt praised me 
more to annoy bim, than from any conviction that 
I deserved all this excess of commendation* How- 
ever this might be, his praises only served to in- 
crease the dislike which the admiral felt for me as 
a foreigner ; more especially as English, who was 
very satirical^ amused himself occasionally with na- 
tional allusions which would certainly have been 
much better avoided. My staunch friend and 
supporter, Qeneral Arlsmendez, was not silent on 
the occasion ; and between the two, the gallant 
admiral found but little peace in their society, and 
therefore retired to his ship, which he seldom left 
during his stay at^he Island. He thence, however, 
made a report to Congress, in which he blamed 
General Arismendez for endangering the ^aftty of 
W country, by procuring a command for ine i fttid 
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condemned my conduct throughout as boyish rash- 
hess^ although he admitted that the supplies I had 
brought in were, very opportune. This report^ 
:bowever, failed to do me the injury intended, for 
the Cbngr^ss^ being in such a qeedy state, did not 
care, whether/^ boyish rashness'' or the caution of 
maturity relieved them from it; nor would their 
necessities allow them to dispense with the chance 
of further relief, in compliment to. national pre- 
judices. 

Admiral Brion was a native of the island of 
Cura9oa, of Dutch extraction, and a man of very 
large property. When he first entered .the servipe 
of Venieziiela he was nearly forty years of age, and 
entirely, unacquainted with nautical affairs, having 
never sJeen service of any kind. His principal in- 
ducement was probably that of fame and notoriety, 
as he agreed to equip a fleet at hisown cost, if he 
were permitted to retain the command of it, and 
to rank as firsjt admiral pf the state. The noieans 
he possessed of raiding a navy, which the govern- 
ment much needed, having then only a few small 
schooners in their service, could have been its 
only induceijient to accept his offer. I am in- 
deed persuacled that he had the warmest desire 
Jfor the good of the Republic, and that he acted 
in his nayal capacity according to the best of 
his judgment, and with the purest intentions as 
iregarded the sacred cause in which he was en- 
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gaged ; but on the other hand^ he was unquestion- 
ably weak-minded and entirely destitute of. the 
nerve, talent, and experience, so essential to a 
commander who had to cope with the well-orga- 
nized and veteran seamen of Spain. 

I am aware, that in this estiiiiate of the cha- 
racter of Admiral Brion, I risk the imputation' of 
the indulgence of a desire to revenge myself for 
the inimical feelings which he manifested towards 
myself, by detracting from his general merits. I 
hope I inay be credited in the assurance, that such 
is in no respect the case. The feelings of irrita- 
tion, which I confess were at the moment excited 
by his attempts to crush my youthful hopes of 
fame, have yiears since subsided, and the cause 
of them been nearly forgotten; or if remembered 
it is only with that spirit of forgiveness, and allow- 
ance for the errors of human natulre, which, I 
trust, will be extended to my own failings. . Be- 
sides> he is in the grave, and all animosity would 
have been buried with him, had it existed so lopg. 
His death w^as occasioned by a disorder of the 
mind, whigh I doubt not influenced, most of his 
actions through life; although it did not, while I 
was under his command, show itself openly. Some 
observations upon his conduct as a .commander, 
were indispensable, in allusion to the. warfiare in 
which he was called to act so prominent, a part, as 
forming one of the many combined causes for its 
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unnecessary protraction. It is evident to all per- 
sons in the least degree acquainted with tha 
affairs of Colombia^ that the struggle might have 
been terminated in a much shorter time^ and with 
much less effusion of bloody than were actually 
wasted in it^ but for the frivolity and want of con- 
sideration which attended the actions pf the ma-* 
jorify of its chiefs. 

To show that I do not mean to impute errors to 
Admiral Brion^ simply on the ground of indivi*- 
dual assertion^ I will relate a circumstance which 
must be familiar to all those who have been in the 
Colombian service^ of which there are many now 
in England^ to whose correction of course I am 
amenable* On one occasion^ Admiral Brion^ at 
the head of the entire fleet of the Independents, 
appeared off Oumana^ when the Spanish squadron 
Was lying at anchor in the bay, perfectly assaiU 
able and unprepared for an attack* The greater 
part of the crews were ashore j and those on 
board Very much intoxicated, as was plainly indi- 
cated by the load and reiterated shouts which 
reached our ears. One of the ships of the Inde- 
pendent fleet Was so near to the enemy as to be 
on the point of boarding a fine frigate, when the 
admiral, who had cautiously removed from the van 
to the rear, mad^ a signal for the return of our 
foremost ship^ and for our immediate sailing* 
Equally surpriaed and disappointed, we obeyed ; 
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and found that his ol^ect in thus sheering off, was 
an apprehended attack from the batteries^ whioh 
could not, he daid> fail to do a serious ii\jury to 
the fleet* Captain Chitty, a brave and intelligent 
{Inglisfa officer, who commanded the ship which 
then carried the admiral's flag^ earnestly begged 
to be allowed to attack, but to no purpose, Brion 
insisted upon our leaving the Spaniards as we 
found them, Coiisistently with thii» determination* 
he contented himself with displaying his force, 
firing a salute of twenty^^oqe guns, and hoisting a 
demi-jean of wine, and a living turkey, at each 
yard-arm of his own vessel, as if to convey to the 
enemy a due notion of the superiority of living 09 
board his own fleet, rather than of a professional 
determination to try who were the best men. 
Preposterous as the deportment recorded in this 
anecdote may appear> it is well authenticated, and 
for a long time the admiral was among the sailors 
in derision termed ^^ The Turkey*oock." 

Officers in the Colombian navy are entitled to a 
OG^parative rank in the army, by which they may 
be addressed on all occasions, and to wear its 
uniform if thej^ pleas<s. -According to this regu- 
lation. Admiral Brion ranked as captain-general ; 
and was usually seen on his quarter-deck, attired 
in an English hussar jacket and iscartet pantaloons, 
with a broad btripe of gold lace down each side, 
a field marshal's uniform bat> with a yevy large 
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Prussian plume^ and an enonnons pair of dragoon 
boots, with heavy gold spurs of a most inconve- 
nient length. He alwaiys signed himself captain- 
general, and was so addressed by his officers and 
men; and if any of them neglected this title, or 
substituted that of admiral, they seldom regained 
his favour. 

As a private individual there were many excel- 
lent traits in his character, but he was deplorably 
deficient in the qualifications for the important post 
assigned to him ; and to this misfortune only are 
the numerous escapes of the Royalist squadrons 
to be attributed. In the one, the particulars of 
which I have recited, he might have taken or 
destroyed every vessel in the bay of Cumana, 
which would, in all human probability, have ter- 
minated the war in less than six months ; as the 
military supplies would have been completely cut 
off, and the army, being reduced to a state of des- 
titution as to ammunition and stores, must have 
capitulated. Nor is this the only one by many, 
of similar opportunities that were lost under his 
command; 

To his own countrymen, . Admiral Brion was ex- 
tremely liberal ; and even to foreigners he would 
frequently do all the service in his power, in points 
not connected with naval advancement. He often 
made valuable presents to the British officers from 
his own stores ; and if a request of this sort was 
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preferred, it was seldom refused, but given in a 
ten-fold degree. At times, however, so much was 
his disposition affected by his mental malady, he 
would allow the army to be in a starving state, 
without giving them any of the immense stock of 
provisions he always took care to have his ships 
stored with. He was at all times hospitable and 
profuse in hisr entertainments, and at such mo- 
ments every thing could be obtained from him, 
except fighting and naval promotion. 

Admiral Bri on was succeeded by General Pa- 
dilla, who was appointed commandant of marine. 
He is a native of Rio de la Hacha, and is a Sambo. 
As may be expected, he is perfectly illiterate, and 
cannot even read, but he is very brave, and a 
good practical seaman. His own merits, and the 
chances created by the revolutionary war; toge^ 
ther with some influence which he has ever pos- 
sessed with his tribe, have conspired to raise him 
to the command he now enjoys. He has many 
good qualities as a private individual j and is 
generally esteemed foir his strict integrity and 
honour. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Priyatlomi of the British Legion at Margarita^ and thdr Operatkn upon 

the Troops— Author proceeds on a Cruise to procure Supplies^ 
Assistance afforded hy Admiral Brion — Intrigues of Urdenetta 
against Arismendea — ^Arrest of the latter^ and its mischleroua 
Results-^Characters of Urdenetta, Valdea, and Colooel Montilla 
— The Expedition sails — Storming of the Moro, and cruel Mas- 
sacre of the Prisoners — Military Inaptitude of General Urdenetta 
— Author heads aBody of Seamen attached to the Land SecTke — 
Capture of Barcelona — Imprudence of the Commander-in-Chief 
—Description of Barcelona — ^Deceptions of the Priesthood, and 
Simplicity of the Women* 

As soon as the troops had been landed at Marga^ 
rita, General English commenced their organisa- 
tion;» in which he succeeded with much difficulty. 
It was now discovered that a most indispensable 
article in war was wanting^ namely^ oioney. The 
government had omitted to make any provision 
for the wants of the legion; a neglect which I 
believe arose rather from inability than indiiSer-^ 
ence. However caused, all that the generals 
Urdenetta and Arismendez could command to 
defray the expenses of organising and victualling 
the troops during their stay in the island^ and their 
subsequent transportation to the scene of action, 
was the amount brought in by the naval captures. 
This could only enable them to exist for a short 
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time^ as Goneral Urdenetta^ with a degree of 
oilpidity which signalised the whole of his con- 
duct, had appropriated a considerabU portion of it 
to himself^ which he expended either in the inor- 
dinate gratification of his personal wants^ or 
squandered away in gamblings The principal 
support of the men for several days was the sugar- 
cane produced in the island^ which was served out 
to them three times a week; but it afforded a very 
inadequate Biibsistence for Europeans; and as 
there appeared no prospect of amendment in their 
situation, they naturally became disheartened. At 
first their discontent was shown by complaints and 
murmurings only, but tiieae were speedily followed 
by a spirit of utter insubordination ; and they 
finally refused to go through the necessary ex- 
ercises, or to comply with any kind of discipline* 
At this crisis our admiral not only refused to allow 
any of his officers to proceed upon a cruise, but 
denied the famished troops a portion of the provi- 
sions with which his ships were literally o-ammed ; 
and maintained his obstinacy in the face of the 
moat urgent remonstrances of Arismeadez and his 
poUeague. The generals then sent for me, and 
for another officer, an enterprising and gallant 
young manji named Russel^ who commanded a brig-; 
of-war, and urged us to get under weigh, unktiown 
to the admiral, and endeavour to obtain some 
relief either by capture, or by prpceddiBg' to An- 
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gostara, and representing the case to the Congress, 
who, it was hoped, might not have expended the 
whole of their portion of the recent prize-moiiey. 
As they undertook to be answerable for the con- 
sequences of our disobedience;, we complied ; but 
were not so fortunate in our exertions as was de- 
sirable in the way of capture ; while the latter al- 
ternative proved a forlorn hopfe, as we had antici- 
pated. We only succeeded in taking a small 
schooner laden with provisions, and. having about 
14,500 dollars on board, belonging to the master, 
who was bound for Maracaibo, flien in possession 
of tjie Royalists. On the other haind, our appli- 
cation to the fgovernment ptoved fruitless, as it 
alleged its own wants to be^ so pressing as to pre- 
clude compliance. With the small relief, there- 
fore, obtained from the captured i schooner, we 
returned to Margarita, and fmihd affairs in a much 
better state than when we quitted it The admiral, 
who had come to his senses> began to see that he 

* 

might get into some disrepute by his obstmacy; and 
had advanced a sum of money from his own purse, 
and supplied the brigade with necessaries, which 
being now disciplined, marched from Pampatar to 
Juan Griego, for the purpose of embarkation early 
in the month of July, and was soon got on board 
the fleet. 

The troops, at length having plenty of every 
article which they required, were in the highest 
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state of exhilaration ; eager for the opening of the 
campaign, and full of confidence in their ultimate 
success. We now, therefore, only waited for the 
native forces of Margarita to join, when intrigue 
and jealousy, tbe predominant evils of the Vene- 
zuelan go\erntoent, and the general hinderance 
to its effeetive operations, occasioned a serious 
dispute between the generals Arismendez and 
Urdenetta, which threatened to render nugatory 
the expense of raising these long-expected and ^ 
desirable auidliaries, as well as make useless the 
strong desire they evinced ^to signalise themselves 
in the service in which they had engaged/ 

When Bolivar gave up the idea of taking the 
troops raisedby General English with him to New 
Grenada, Qeperal Arismandez, being the senior 
officer by mginy years, was appointed by the 
Congress, vith the sanction of the president, to 
the sole ani undivided comimand of them. It now, 
however, appeared that General Urdenetta, who 
aspired tc. this command, hajd prevailed upon 
Bolivar U despatch him to Margarita, in opposi- 
tion to tb* vote of the Congress, to take the iin« 
mediate command of the legion, subject to the 
orders of Arismendez, who was yet acknowledged 
the superior. The latter, on the other hand, very 
naturally wished to retain his post, and his unli- 
mited iniiieilce with the Margaritanians, who could 
never be brought to leave the island without 
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their idolized chie^ made it dangerous and impo- 
litic to supersede him. From his extreme popu- 
larity he could , not only have \7itkdrawn the 
islanders from the campaign ; but as every one of 
them would have participated in his quarrel^ and 
cheerfully died in his defence, he could have 
driven the Republicans from the plaee with ease^ 
had he been so inclined. It was, therefore, of the 
highest importance to government not to irritate a 
» leader so formidable ; but the envy and ambition 
of Urdenetta would not permit him to remain 
second in rank. He therefore assumed a positive 
tone, and asserted his right to the supreme com* 
mand under the orders of Bolivar, aid ordered 
the veteran Arismendez to get the natives ready 
for embarkation ; but as the latter, either by com- 
plying with this or any other order, would have 
been submitting to the assum{)tion of what he 
deemed his undoubted right, he did not care to 
aid the exertions of another. Urdeaetta then 
represented, that Arismendez had harangued his 
troop$ to produce a contrary effect } aid on this 
allegation he founded his justification for adopt* 
itig the strong measure of making tht latter a 
prisoner. Whether this representation was true, 
or whether the people of Margarita acquired in- 
formation of the intentions of Urdenetta from 
other sources, is uncertain, although the latter is 
inost probable j but they certainly flew to arms in 
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opposition to him, while we were lying at Juan 
Griego^ and speedily took the monntainous pass 
leading thence to Pampatar ; but here the mischief 
ended. 

In the mean time> these demonstrations of at* 
tachment only rendered Urdenetta the more de- 
termined to gain his point ; and ha resolved to 
cause his unsuspecting opponent to be arrested 
upon charges of treasonable disobedience to th^ 
orders of the president, and of endeavouring to 
excite the native forces to mutiny. In pursuance 
of these intentions he formed a plan to have him 
secretly conveyed to Angostura, to take his trial, 
by which means he ciilculated upon securing to 
himself the active command. General Valdez, a 
creature of Urdenetta's, was accordingly employed 
to execute this plot, which was communicated to 
no one but himself ; arid in pursuance of his in- 
structions he proceeded directly in a man-of-war's 
boat, with orders ft»om General English to form a 
strong detachment from a brig^f-war the same 
evening) and to land them, under the command of 
a field^-oflScer. These orders^ the object of which 
was not communicated^ were implicitly obeyed j 
and the men being landed, were marched, headed 
by Mgyor Davy, to the house of Arismendez, which 
they surrounded long before day-break. The 
general had but very shortly" before retired to rest, 
havinj? had a party of fri^ds to suppet the pre* 
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ceding evenings when Yaldez and some people of 
his own entered the chamber^ and made him pri- 
soner. So little respect was paid to him in the 
execution of this scheme, that he was actually hur- 
ried on board a vessel, in order to be sent to An- 
gostura, three hundred miles up the river Orinoco, 
without being allowed time to dress himself. 

The result of this bold manoeuvre, however, 
proved as contrary to the expectations of Urde- 
netta, as injurious to the interests of the country. 
That leader had indulged the most sanguine hopes 
that he should atieast succeed in destroying. the 
reputation of his rival ; but he was severely dis- 
appointed. The Congress, after a minute exa- 
mination of the charges brought against the ve« 
teran general, declared their perfect conviction of 
his innocence, and of the malicious motives 
which had suggested them. He was not only ho- 
nourably acquitted, but at the next meeting of the 
Congress, elected their vice-president, without a 
single dissentient voice. or murmur. 

The country suffered a great loss in being de- 
prived of the services of AriSfaiendez as com- 
mander of the expedition. The first movements 
of the, campaign showed how much, in every mi- 
litary requisite, Urdenetta was his inferior; to 
whose want of firmness and decision, together 
with a total absence of foresight— to use the very 
mildest » terms for his conduct— may justly be 
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attributed a part of the many circumstances which 
conspired to prolong the war^ and give incalcu- 
lable advantages to the enemy. The force was 
also considerably diminished^ and subjected to 
many privations^ owing to the removal of Aris- 
mendez ; for as soon as it became knowii to the 
natives of Margarita that their general was ar- 
rested^ and forced off to the capital for trial, and 
that the command had devolved upon Urdenetta, 
every man who had volunteered to serve with 
the British, amounting to about 800, deserted, with 
the exception of not quite 300 inferior troops> 
and none of the inducements so alluringly held 
forth could induce a single one of them to return. 
The immense supplies which Arismendez could 
have commanded in that part of the country to 
which the expedition was destined, were also all 
lost ; and Urdenetta possessed neither the meaiis 
nor the inclination to make an adequate compen- 
sation. However, as the latter had for the prie- 
sent settled affairs to his own satisfaction, imme-« 
diate orders were given for our sailing. We ac- 
cordingly got under weigh on the morning of the 
14th of July, and proceeded directly for Barce- 
lona, a town of some importance on the Spanish 
Main, the attack of which was to form the first 
object of our expedition, after being joined by 
the native forces of Venezuela. The leatUi^ 
officers of the division were Urdenetta as first in 
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command, andBrigadier-Gener^ Valdex as second; 
General English retaining the command of his own 
troops, and Colonel MontUla acting as gefe de 
estado (chief of the staff) to Urdenetta. General 
Urdenetta and Colonel Montilla are natives of 
South America. Yaldez is a Spaniard. 

Urdenetta is the son of a hacienda^ or farmer^ 
who lived in what may be termed easy circum** 
stances. When the Revolution was in its infancy^ 
he joined the standard of his country^ and soon 
after being placed under the immediate command 
of Bolivar, from his complying and intriguing 
disposition soon became one of his greatest fa- 
vourites. This station he has ever since main-* 
iained^ nor is he likely to lose it^ as there are few 
men in the Republic more active in intrigue or 
dexterous in the excitement of party spirit than 
himself, or that will so unhesitatingly enter into the 
views of any person who isj by the fluctuating tide 
of popularity^ temporarily in possession of the pin- 
nacle of eminence. In this facility he perhaps even 
equals Santander^ of whom I shall have occasion 
to speak hereafter. With much shrewdness and 
sagacity» and a natural disposition to deal in plots 
which require art and deception m their execution, 
and reward for their completion, he is deep in 
his designs, cunning in their promotion, and re* 
morseless as to their operation. Studiously cau^ 
tious as to the line of conduct he should seem to 
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follow^ he keeps the high road to himself^ and 
directs his colleagues to the paths of difficulty! 
disgrace^ and danger. Possessing the outward 
maouers and address of a gentlemaui but totally 
devoid of the honourable principles which belong 
to the character^ he assumes the semblance of can- 
dour^ uprightness^ and sincerity^ without a spark 
of any on6 of those qualities. Concealing the cold- 
bloodedj plotting designer beneath the disguise 
of frankness and openness of demeanour^ he worms 
himself with inconceivable coolness and address 
into the copMence of those whose destruction he 
is all the while meditating. He has au unconquer* 
able dislike to the English^ which he has carried 
so far as to incur the risk of injuring his country 
and the sacred cause in which they were niutually 
engaged ; and the English^ in return^ ar« by no 
means very partial to him. That he is a brave 
man cannot be disputed^ but his want of experience 
in military tactics^ and other defects^ render him 
unfit for any command beyond that of a band of 
Ouerillas. Bolivdr has rewarded him with the 
distinguished rank of captain-general ; how he has 
earned this distinction by his military services will 
in the sequel be seen. 

Genera] Valdez is a tyrannioalj despcMio^ UOod^ 
thirsty monster^ whose ferocious deeds hihTe sinet 
oaiised \m suspension by GongresSf . Asa..coaii» 
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mander lie is haughty, insolent, over-bearing, and 
ignorant. 

Colonel Montilla is a worthy man, a brave sol- 
dier, and an accomplished gentleman. He has 
made the tour of Europe, is familiarly acquainted 
with the principal living and dead languages, and 
possesses considerable theoretical and practical 
experience as a military officer. He is too re- 
served to be companionable, and partakes rather 
largely of the sullen pride of the old Gastilian, 
but has' otherwise a world of good qualities. It is 
hardly reasonable to expect that, surrounded by 
such men as Urdenetta, Veldez, and Santander, 
he should escape persecution; his very virtues 
alone rendered him an object for their malevolent 
attacks. ' By the former he was accused of treach- 
ery to Bolivar, and in consequence was obliged 
to quit the country. After remaining for a time in 
disgrace, the ^^ Liberfador " being by some chance, 
convinced of his innocence and rectitude, recalled 
and restored him to his lost rank. He is now a 
general officer, and much and deservedly re- 
spected by all classes, but particularly by the 
English residents. * 

General Englfsh was an Irishman, as were most 
of the officers of the brigade. « As an officer he 
was destitute of energy, and experience:; as a 
man he was generous and open-hearted* All thai 
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can be said of him in reference to his conduct ais 
, commander of the British legion is, that he mis- 
took his profession, for which indeed he was phy- 
sically unfitted. 

On the 16th of July we arrived off Barcelona, 
which stands about nine miles up a small river na- 
vigable only by small craft, on a plain bearing the 
same name. At the entrance of this river stands 
the Moro, a lofty hill in the exact form of a sugar- 
loaf, extremely well fortified, and mounting very 
heavy Artillery. This fortification commands the 
mouth of the river, and the whole of the anchorage ; 
and at this time contained a garrison of 1300 men. 
Four miles to the windward of the fort is a long 
narrow sand-bank, united to the main land and 
stretching nearly across the river. It is in many 
places perfectly dry at ebb-tide j and has seldom 
more than four or five feet of water on it. The 
fleet brought up about a quarter of a mile to lee- 
ward of the bar ; and the troops were landed at 
an Indian village, named Pozuela, two leagues 
and a half from Barcelona, where the enemy's 
piquets had been posted ; but had retired on our 
approach, with all the inhabitants, in the greatest 
alarm. 
* At noon on the 17th, the* disembarkation was 
completed, and the native troops having joined 
us, the division formed in the order of march; the 
cavalry, which was dismounted^ under a yery 
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bravid and intelllgettt officer, Colonel Stopfofdj 
the infantry under Colonel Blossett, who was 
equ9.11y brave and skilful ; and the artillery under 
the gallant Colonel Woodberry ; the remainder, 
a mixed force of natives and a German rifle corps 
which had previously been under his command, 
Were led by Colonel Uslar, a fine old Hanoverian 
Veteran, whose steady courage and military ability 
could not be exceeded.* 

When the division had all got ashore, the ships 
sailed directly for the Moro, which had not shown 
any disposition to oppose our entrance to the river, 
and after an hour's cannonading^ I was ordered by 
the admiral, who as usual had kept cautiously in 
the rear, to accompany a body of seamen ashore, 
as a storming party under the command of Captain 
Cbitty. The place was carried without the loss of 
a man j and now followed the horrible necessity of 
witnessing the general massacre. This was the 

* This gallant officer had been taken prisoner in Maroh, 1819, 
by General Morillo^ who had, with his accustomed severity, 
confined him within the walls of Porto Bello, and compelled 
him to sweep the streets dally, with chains upon diffisrenl 
j^arts of his body weighing nearly one hundred weight. He 
was kept In this situation till the armistice completed by Bolivar 
with the Spanish general in 1820, when it was agreed, a^ a per- 
sonal fayour to the president, that he should be set at liberty, 
which was dpt^e \a the early part of 1821. He was then ma4e 
colenel of the grenadier guards ; which rank, I belieye, 1^ still 
retains, but merely holds it in the hope of getting his claims 
upon the government diseharged} i^ich has not yekhe^u done. 



first scene of cool-blooded slaughter tliat I had 
ever witnessed; it was equally strange to many 
others J and a very terrific one it was* The 
Spaniards^ who had behaved with great pusiU 
lanimity^ had no sooner surrendered^ than the 
natives^ who had accompanied {is, began their 
murderous work ; and it was continued without in- 
termission^ until every individual of the entire 
1300 was despatched . Myself and the Whole of 
the British kept aloof from this spectacle as much 
as possible^ and did tiot interfere after the colours 
of the fort were struck ; but it was impossible to 
avoid seeing the eflFects of the butchery^ and the 
sight of so many mutilated creatures, some of 
whom still writhed in the agonies of death j their 
groans, the torrents of blood rushing on all sides, 
the shouts of the murderers, and their demon-like 
appearance as they slided over the mangled car* 
casses> covered with human gore, together with 
the heart-piercing cries for metcy of those who 
still lived, so shocked and disgusted mfe, ti^at 
sickened at the appalling scene I left the place^ 
and went instantly on board ; and I believe few of 
the British who witnessed these horrors, any more 
than myself, thought of eating for at least two or 
ihree days* I received a severe reprimand, as 
did my brother officers, and the seamen, for not 
havii^ taken an active part in the slaughter; 
Admiral Brim, and subsequentiy General Urde^ 
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Betta, both informed us^ that as we had entered 
the service of Venezuela, we were expected to 
conform to its usages ; and in future they insisted 
on our personal share of putting the prisoners to 
death. We made no reply ; but I believe all in- 
wardly resolved never to obey any such order. 

The weakness and military ineflSiciency of Ur- 
denetta were now first manifested. The Moro 
being taken, *there* was nothing to prevent his im- 
mediate advance to the attack of the city, whereby 
he would have captured the whole force then in 
it, which must have been destroyed; a circum- 
stance of much consequence in a war of extermi- 
nation. He, however, thought it necessary, in the 
first instance, to disembark all the six-pounders ; 
and waited at Pozuela, until the fleet could return 
to\him from the fort, in compliance with his re- 
quest to the admiral for that purpose. After 
wasting the whole day and night in landing them, 
as every person but himself had foreseen, it was 
found that, they could not be conveyed across the 
heavy morasses the army had to march through, 
into which the soldiers sank knee-deep at every 
stride. Much time and immense labour were 
expended in fruitless attempts to forward them, 
until the men appointed to the task became com- 
pletely exhausted, and they were ultimately 
left on the beach, under a subaltern's guard 
of natives. It had previously been determined^ 
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that a party of seamen should be sent ashore to 
assist in conveying these guns over the marshes^ 
as also to work them afterwards^ and to aid in any 
other way which the general might deem necessary. 
Three hundred men had been despatched from the 
ships^ consisting principally of my own crew; of 
which body^ anxious to get out of the reach of the 
admiral^ I made all the intercession in my power to 
obtain the command^ and much to my satisfaction 
succeeded. I was induced to court this opportu- 
nity^ by a conviction that little good could be done 
by any officer under such a man as Briou, even in 
active service; while the chance would be still 
more slender with the fleet in a state of idleness. 
As already observed, my party was knocked up 
at the onset, by their laborious endeavours to for- 
ward the six-pounders; and some few of them 
were in consequence obliged to be left behind. 
Luckily I did not want for volunteers to make up 
the number ; and although, from the causes just 
assigned, we were no longer required to work 
the guns, Urdenetta ordered us to accompany the 
army as a storming party. 

We marched all night across the swamps, which 
was a work of indescribable labour ; and about 
day-light on the 18th, reached a narrow wood-built 
bridge, thrown across the river directly in front 
of the city. We had advanced close along the 
margin of the river, expecting to encounter some 
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piquets ; bat we only discovered a small party 
just as we came in sight of some large and well- 
constructed barracks on the same side of the river 
with ourselves^ near the bridge. These men had 
been left behind by the orders of die Spanish 
commandant^ to cut away the arches of the bridge^ 
m order to impede all immediate pursuit of them 
in their retreat. They had finished their tasl;^ 
and upon seeing us fled across the bridge by the 
assistance of ropes attached to it for the purpose ; 
and which they cut upon gaining the other side. 
We were now at a loss how to proceed ; for we 
had nothing wherewith to repair the bridge ; and in 
the course of our march had only seen a few Indian 
huts, thinly scattered along the river, from which 
every thing likely to aid us had been removed or 
burnt. General Urdenetta ordered me to take 
the seamen forward, and endeavour to make the 
bridge passable in the best manner we were able, 
the river being too deep for the army to ford. 
We accordingly repaired to the spot, and per- 
ceiving a very old woman on the opposite side of 
the. river, peeping at us with much curiosity from 
behind an old boat, I hailed her, and requested 
that she would procure us some cabohs.* She 
affected not to know where any were to be had ; 
but upon throwing her over a couple of dollars, 

♦ Strong ropes made of cow-hide, x very ingeniously and 
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and promising her more if she succeeded^ the 
started off in searoh ; and in about half an hour 
returned with a young man driving a mule with an 
abundance of the article required* On perceiving 
us the young man fled ; but the old woman re^ 
mained to claim her promised reward. By the 
means of the cabblos we wete enabled to strongly 
secure the partly separated timbers of the bridge ; 
and removing all the doors of the barracks> and 
every thing we could discover likely to ba ser- 
viceable^ we succeeded in the construction of a 
platform over the space formed by the entire re* 
moval of the centre arch^ across which the troops 
defiled in perfect safety. 

Upon entering the city we found it quite de^ 
sorted; not a single individual was to be seen, 
save the old woman who had supplied us with the 
cabolos^ who marched triumphantly at our head^ 
stopping at every ten paces to ask for her reward. 
The Spaniards had fled with the utmost preoipi- 
tation in the direction of Garaccas^ most of the 
inhabitants following them; while some of the 
superior families had» repaired for temporary 
shelter to the woods, until the danger should have 
subsided. From the state in which we found the 
eity, it could not have been left more than three 
or four hours. Not a single article of property 
had apparently been removed; every thing re-» 
mained as if the inhabitants had juat gooQ out Ant 
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an airing ; the fires were unextinguished^ and the 
lights still burning. In the house in which I took 
up my quarters, a piano and two guitars were left, 
with pieces of music strewed around ; as if the 
intelligence of our approach had changed the notes 
of harmony into the accents of terror and despair. 
It was therefore sufficiently evident, that if the 
attack had been made on the preceding evening, 
the whole of the troops in the town, amounting to 
upwards of two thousand men, arms, ammunition, 
baggage, horses, and mules, must inevitably have 
been captured. 

Our possession of the city was followed by 
another act of imprudence, which would have 
been unpardonable in the youngest officer of the 
division. When we entered Barcelona it abounded 
with wine and spirits, and it did not require even 
ordinary penetration to be quite certain of the 
effect the unlimited use of these would have upon 
laen who were flushed with their easy conquest, 
and elated with the idea they had formed of the 
dread entertained of them by the enemy. To 
prevent drunkenness on this occasion would have 
been easy, for there were excellent barracks, suf- 
ficiently commodious to lodge the division comr , 
fortably ; and as the river, situated between them 
and the city, was too deep to be forded, a guard 
placed at the bridge might have kept the whole 
of them out of the latter. This was pointed out 
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to Urdenetta by General English^ but he ne- 
glected to profit by the remark^ and in less than 
three hours there was not a sober individual in the 
entire division j so that* when the time came for 
mounting the piquets^ a sufficient number of • men 
could not be found who were sufficiently in their ^ 
senses to comprehend what was required of them. 
Here then was a situation for an army, and that 
army the principal^ indeed the sole dependence on 
which V«aezuela could rest her hopes of liberty ! 
Every man in a state of inebriation^ incapable of 
the least defence^ and within a few miles of the 
enemy^ who might have dashed in alnong us^ with- 
out the possibility of our gaining information of 
their approach for want of piquets ; and have 
slaughtered the whole of us. Moreover, how easy, 
while thus unprepared, would it have been for the 
persons left in the woods, close to the city, who 
now began to creep in a few at a time, to give 
ike Spaniards notice of it After three days of 
uninterrupted riot and debaucheo'y, the general 
became alarmed for his own safety, and adopted 
the plan before suggested; but it was then too 
late to preserve the town, and the health of the 
division. To intoxication had succeeded plunder, 
and destruction of property of every kind; the 
principal houses were shorn of every portable 
article of the least value ; and pits were dug, 
into wWch they were iodiscrimmately Oirown, and 
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left to rot; the parties who had thus concealed 
them having been too much inebriated to allow 
them to remember the site of their hoard when 
sober. 

I exerted myself to the utmost to keep my own 
little party free from these excesses ; and although 
by no means an easy task with sailors, by remon* 
strating with them on the danger which they in-> 
curred by pursuing an opposite course^ I succeeded 
tolerably welL I was assisted in these remon^ 
strances by General English and his officers ; 
which^ however^ might not have completely saf«* 
ficed without the punishment of a few of the more 
early transgressors^ whom I had dipped in the 
river until they were sobered ; and afterwards put 
into irons^ in which they were exposed to the gaze 
of the rest ; an exhibition that operated strongly 
on the beholder in depression of similar indiscre^ 
tion« I was now also called upoa to enforce the 
orders of Urdenetta^ by arresting the numerous 
parties of the soldiery whb wei^ continually pa-( 
rading the streets, and conveying them over the 
river to the barracks^ from which I prevented their 
return, by placing a strong guard on the bridge, 
until they were restored to reason. With the 
personal aid of General English, and the officers 
of his legion, all this was happily effected ; and in 
two days the men returned to their duty, although 
much emaeiat^diand very ill from their ekaoMes* 
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Barcelona is a large town^ irregularly built, and 
possessing but few attractions. Its population was 
very numerous before the war of extermination } 
and many persons of considerable wealth continued 
to reside there up to the time of its desertion 
by the Spaniards; but they then retired to Ga^ 
raccas^ where they have since reinauied. The 
cathedral is a very large buildings but there is 
nothing striking in its external appearance except 
its size. The architecture is rude^ and of no 
particular style ; in shape it was originally an 
oblong square ; but two wings having been since 
added to it, one on each side, it now presents the 
form of a cross* It is heavy in its construction^ 
and without the legist harmony of parts; but the 
interior^ which seenva to have been modernized^ is 
very richly and beautifully ornamented^ and bears 
some resemblance to the Minster at York^ although 
more capacious. The decorations were splendid, 
and the plate^ of which there was a vast quantity^ of 
the most massive description* Like the generality 
of Spanish-^built towns there is a plaza, or square^ 
in the centre of Barcelona^ from which the streets 
branch at right angles. To niany of these there 
are no thoroughfares; while others le^ to the 
various roads cut through the thick and high 
brushwood whioh surrounds the city for many 
miles* 

In the cathedral wo found as many females aa 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Cathedral of Barcelona and Discoveries therein — St. Lawrence and 
his valuable Appendages — Anger of the Inhabitants at his 
Spoliation — Military^ Incapacity of General Urdehetta — Critical 
State of the Spanish Forces under General Morillo— Sufferings 
6f the British Legion^ and consequent Mutiny and Desertion — 
BaroeLopa surprised by a Spanish t'orce in the. Night-time — <• 
Repulse of ^he same — Injustice of Urdenetta to the Author and 
another Officer — Be-emoarkation or the Division for Cumana—- 
Strang MismanageitLelit of Admiral Brion — Ceremonions Naval 
Chace — Murmurs of the Seamen — Ironical Remark by the Atithot 
reported to Admiral Brion — Court of Inquiry. 

During the inebriated state of the sdldiery, fears 
having beeii entbHaitied that the cathedral might 
share ih the geitieral devastation^ a guard com* 
posed of ihe seamen were placed over It^ ivith 
orders to Jii-etent thd entrance of all persotis 
eicdptthe gen^rals^ the field-officers of the day^ 
and myself. The day after our arriValj Oolbiifel 
Blossett being field-officer on duty^ I accompanied 
him into the buildings that we might pass away the 
time in an examination of it at leisure. We had 
no sooner entered^ than we discovered General 
English very busily employed in taking down an 
ancient painting which was fixed in an iron frame 
to one of the walls near the altar. It represented 
a battle between the Moors and the Spaniards^ 



y 



jtist &f thd lildtnerit of tictoiy declaring itself in 
favbut of the latter* Its beauties were obscured 
hy the accumulated dirt of ages j but the getierali 
who was a connoisseur^ thought thdt if itii CsoloUf' 
cdUld h^ restored it Would be woHh femovin^ to 
Bhglaiid, where its atitiqiiity and ialte might be 
duly appreciated* It was accordingly washed, and 
the coloiirs appearing brillisiiit, and in high pre-* 
servatiori, he resolved to ship it oflF with others to 
his ag6ht at Margarita. 

The example having beeti thus set iis^ it wili 
not be ^ siibje&t foi" suijiti^e thut We Mowed iti 
As scibii as the gm^f^l webt oiit^ having obtained 
the assistance of another 6ffieef^j We edinnieliced A 
regular examitiatioili TM Sltat-pifece, pbrltayifig^ 
the Crucifixion^ was {ilabfed ill ti caWed fr&riie of 
exqiiisite ivorkmanship> atid ob^erfed by $, large 
piece of piirple velvet, edged with hrokA gold laee. 
On tapping rbiind it> we judged by the htillbwhess 

of the sdutid.that there was k dsset b$hihd it| dnd 

cbtitiituiiig blir search, wb found ffiree Jj)rin^4)oliS 
rather clumsily attached to the frame, upott the 
touching of wtiifch the altar-piece flew dpen^ khd 
disclosed a spacibuS iooib^ filled With botes 
of various dimensions; Coldnel Blbssbtt^ who 
thought tkat this apparent dotlcealment^ cotlple& 
with oiber indicatibh^, ihiplied tHe etisteiice of a 
hidden treasure = iiiinlediately jumped iiito the room 
\Vith suck violence that liiyriads df spiders and arf 

G 2 
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eDormous cloud of dust came tumbling about his 
ears. After shaking himself, to get clear of this 
disagreeable annoyance, he assiduously com- 
menced operations. 

Some of the boxes were about four feet square^ 
others much larger, and the smallest were so 
weighty, that he could not remove them un- 
assisted. By our joint efforts, one of them was 
brought out and opened, the contents of which 
were golden salvers and knives, and massive 
goblets of the same metal. Another held a large 
number of crowns, similar in their general ap- 
pearance to the crown of Englan^i, tiiickly studded 
with the topaz, ruby, emerald, and other stones. 
One of these was particularly handsome, which 
Blossett caught up and exclaimed : ^^ See, here 's 
a pretty thing ! I will send it to my wife. Fine 
finish to a full dress, by Jove ! " Our companion 
wanted it for the same purpose; but to me, who 
had no wife to crown, it was of minor importance, 
and I left them to settle the point between them- 
selves. 

We replaced the boxes until night, by which 
time, our servants haying made bags out of the 
dresses of the saints, we had the contents of five 
of them carried to our quarters. General English, 
when informed of our good fortune, came in for his 
share ; and General Urdenetta took possession of 
the remainder. In a niche we also found one of 
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the most valuable relics of the place, at least to 
the monks. This was the body of a man of gigantic 
stature, curiously preserved in a case with a glass 
cover. It wore a loose dress of white satin, in the 
Roman form, and round its neck was a golden 
collar of great weight, set with emeralds and 
pearls, to which was fastened a chain of the same 
metal, each link being elegantly chased. On its 
wrists and ancles were bracelets similar to the 
collar, to each of which the chain was also fixed ; 
and a crown adorned its head, whereon its name 
was enamelled at full length. This was shown by the 
priests as the remains of St. Lawrence, the patron 
saint of the city, to whom the cathedral was dedi- 
cated. To him were all miracles ascribed, and for 
him, and in his name, were all contributions levied ; 
and of the latter, he had by no means a few to 
account for. It is needless to say that his appen- 
dages were removed; but we carefully replaced 
the carcass, and quitted the cathedral, which was 
the next morning ransacked by the soldiery, who 
forced the guards, and despoiled it of every thing 
worth taking, and among the rest, I believe^ of the 
patron saints of the ladies. 

As might be expected, the natives were much 
exasperated at the spoliation of their cathedral. 
One old woman, at the head of about forty of her 
own sex, assailed me without mercy the day the 
troops got in^ and was particularly loud in her 
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complaints pf the treatment of the patrqii saif^t 
^^Here!" sbp exclaimed, ^^ they hptve stripped 
poor St. I^wrence, and eyery body knpws that h© 
ws a good pld soldier !*^ ^^ Very trpe/' repli34 
an pfpcgr standing by, '^ but ypu jcpow that ft)l 
soldiers ^re liable to lose their baggage in time pf 
war." This silenced thP wciept 4wie, although it 
ihiled to gatigfy her ; but a ypungpr female^ >yhose 
fine 4^r]k pyes shot the fiercest ^^hes of re^^pt^ 
gient, $^$id, with |iie iQQQt piquaqt indiguatipn: 
^' AU is true thftt our ppdres (priests) h?^ve told us 
copperpiug thp EugUsb, except that thpy have ne 
tail^P' ^^Dp not offend them/' rejoined the of- 
ficer, ^^ or they ipay takp posi^qssiou of St. l^Wr 
fence, as yf^l\ ag of hi? Hiccoutrements/* Thig was 
leuQugh ; apologies were immediately offered ; the 
English weri^ decls^red the \)est peopled ip the 
Wprl4j apd tbpy WPOt »way rejpiciug tijat the bopps 
pf the s^nt were still left them to adore. 

The troopp having been copfined to the bar- 
racks, iap4 (Ipprived pf the means of gettiqg mprp 
spirits than wprp regularly allowed theip, were 
gradually reduced tp order and subordination j but 
the constant idleness in whlPh they were alloiyed 
tp reiu^^io, aud the conseqtjpnces th^t followed 
frpui it^ soqp produced ^uother ^piption. 

The ^rmy, after their hasty flight, h^d h»Hed a* 
gpirita, ^ towp about fiftpe^ le»gups distapt frpfP 
^rQelQPfti where th.ey fellin ^itb a rpipf9rcjp§nt 



y/hipk h^4 been despatched to |1iq relief of Bar- 
celpna from C^raccas; so that their force nQ^ 
amoiinted to f^])ont, ^QQO ipen. Tp destroy tbiese 
troops ^as not pp)y practicable, t^ut ea^y ; ^d4 H is 
scarcely necessary to say how bene^ciq,! gnch an 
^jGhieven^ent would If^ve prpyed fp thP Republip. 
Plere ^n Qpportu^ij;y waa offered |» prdeijette to 
ipal^e reparation for his blunder^ iff allowing |:hem to 

IBSp»piB bpfore, bpt h^ cpi|l4 qot be prevailp4 «PQ» 
tp i)apve^ and expused himself by saying, tba|: \ie 
expec|;ed every day tp be joined by Qpneral B^r- 
mudez jEind his troops, on wl^pse arriya) ap a|;|:^}c 
i^hould be madp. Such was |;|ie r^a^pping of this 
insp^qient le;i4ei'^ ^t a poioment when it W9^ PQt 
ipiprobal^le t^at tbe efjpiny ipigfet anticipate Um 
'm an attacjc ; or if not, })e further oi^t pf \n§ reacji 
for eyery ^ipment of delay. By this protractipp 
of his ^yaaca, the city of C^racca§ yy^S foT that 
tinie }pst to tfee J^epnblic, tbp capturp of wbipli, 
had it been effected, lyonid Jiaye strici:pp terror iptP 
the Spanisli army, apd brought tl^e war to ^ speedy 
termiijiatioii. This desirajble cofisupiination, by ^ 
sprips of coipcwjent pjpyements anjopg the Iflfie- 
pendent leaders (at this tifpe an affair of no di(j|- 
pult arr^gen^ent)^n^ig^thave been easily effectec}^ 
aad it was quite possible to surroupd t^e w^p^e 
forpe pf the epeipy and annihilate it. pener^l 
]^orillo, commanding the Spanish troops, was 
^af med in tbl? higiiest ^egree. ^e sa>y, for the 
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first time, the whole of the Venezuelan frontier 
threatened, and found that he had no longer to 
contend with a body of natives, undisciplined and 
ignorant of all the rules of regular warfare, but 
with an army of steady veterans, whose skill and 
bravery were at least equal to those of his own 
forces. He perceived that the reports in circu- 
lation of increasing numbers, and the anticipation 
of the arrival of the Irish legion, together with the 
success of the British at Barcelona, had intimi- 
dated his troops, while they increased the confi- 
dence of his opponents ; all which made him at a 
great loss how to proceed. His own situation had 
also become one of peculiar difficulty and danger. 
He was then falling back on the plains of the Apure, 
from Achaguas, and endeavouring to concentrate 
the forces under his own immediate command, 
about Caloboso. Thus, from his remoteness, he 
could not have afforded the smallest assistance to 
those at Caraccas and Spirita ; for whose safety, 
as we afterwards learned from some prisoners, he 
was in the greatest apprehensions. To advance 
was impossible, as he had not a week^s provisions; 
to stay where he was, was dangerous ; and if he had 
withdrawn suddenly from the plains he must have 
been intercepted by General Paez, whose cavalry 
would soon have disposed of his half-famished in- 
fantry. Had Urdenetta therefore marched to 
Spirita, and destroyed the force there, then pro* 
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ceeded to Caraccas, which must inevitably have 
fallen^ he mighty by despatching couriers to Ber- 
mudez^ have caused that general to unite his 
troops with the British legion on the plains of 
Apure. He would then have been able either to 
force Morillo to an engagement, in which the odds 
would have been all against him^ or to have driven 
him back on General Paez, who could have 
annihilated his whole force; in each of which 
cases Venezuela would have been free. 

Neither probabilities nor possibilities of this 
kind occupied the mind of General Urdenetta, who, 
with a degree of nonchalance never exceeded, 
suffered every chance of serving his country to 
pass unheeded. The length of our stay at Barce- 
lona and of our mode of living were such as might 
impress beholders with a belief, that we went 
thither to amuse ourselves, rather than to prosecute 
an important campaign. Fighting, military ex- 
ercises, or useful employment of any kind, was 
totally out of the question; and, as in consequence 
of the enemy having driven off the cattle, our pro- 
visions were rapidly consumed, the men gradually 
passed from murmurs to open mutiny. Ail this 
would have been avoided, had we followed the 
enemy on the capture of Barcelona, as we could 
then have secured both supplies and stores ; but 
neither the omission, nor its consequences, seemed 
to trouble our commander or his suite, who while 
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the British officers and their men^ suid indeed the 
native troops also, were actually deprived of the 
necessary means of existence, were wasting their 
time in the indulgence of that propensity for 
gaming which so injuriously distinguishes the mir 
litary officers of South America.* What gave a 
still darker complexion to this thoughtless dissipa- 
tion, they had taken care to furnish themselves 
amply both with necessaries and superfluities ; 
and therefore felt as little as they cared for the 
privations endured by their unfortunate compa- 
nions. So great was the selfishness of Urdenetta, 
that he even appropriated to his own gratification 
and indulgences t|ie money spared by Congress for 
the use of the division. In vain did General Engr 
lisb and the chief officers of bis staif represent to 
bim the danger which he incurred by keeping the 
p[)pA in a st^te sp deplorably ; in vain were all the 
epdeavowr^ madp to linpres^ him with the necessity 
of eipplpying tli^m in tb^ ^eld, to preserve their 
se^l afid steadiness, m^ to prevent the decay of 
tiip ej^cellent st^te of dispipline into which they 
had been brought* No remonstrance availed, and 

f Their usual game is monte, at which they will sit for 
whple days apd nights^ sp^fpiely ^llpwfpg t)iemselFei9 tipie for 
the necessary refreshments ; and freqi^ently on the loss of their 
last doUarj tliey proceed to stake their horses, equipments, and 
every article belonging to thiem, in order to continue their 
gambling, 



with t|ie litfaost apathy^ h^ h^ard fhe rapidly ap- 
proachiiig moment anticipated^ in which the troops 
would be left nq alternative except insurrection 
ftnd plunder, to preserve tbPTO from actual star- 
yatipn. 

Mutinfy ape} (Je^ert^Qp qujckly reached ^i» alarm? 
log Might} spveral peri^pns fled from Cplpnel 
Slossett^s l)^ttaliQn, ^nd frppii the rifle pqrps, ta]ci^g 
with thpn? th^^lr arins, for t)ie ayowed purpose of 
gojiog oyer to the enemy, Happ^y in every ip- 
stance they mjstppk thp rpad^^ which yrefe piir 
^erous 9.p4 fntripatp, apd therefore fpU into th^ 
hands of Colonel Monte's guerillas, by whom they 
were |>rought l^acjc ag^in. fhe officers of thq 
legion ppw |)ecame sprrowfiilly qpnyipced of th§ 
ipc^pacity of ^rciepptta fpr the ppmp)^n4 of an 
army, ^d fpp the §al^e of tjieir own hpnour and 
credit, were cprape}le4 to adppt the severest naea- 
j^f^fes to p^t ^ end to desertion. IJ^ierto the 
p^rtie^ brojight in by the gijerjUas ^d escaped 
with impunity; the officer^ being unwi^ipg to 
punish them, in the hope tl^at the general wpji^ld 
jremov^ |:he c^u^e of their piscopduct^ When, 
however, ^t was perceive4 tji^t y-emonstrapicje 
proved altogether unayi^ijiing, \t was 4etermiped to 
proceed with the u^ual njiUtary severity ; and pjjt 
of twelve of the ligjit cppjp wy who desept^d ^.ftef 
ijffp ^4optipn of -this resolu|:i9p p.i|4 wpre brppght 
b^clf again, ^s jijst 4e^crf)5e4, four wji^ appe^jrpd 
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to have been instigators to the desertion, were 
tried and shot. 

While all this was going forward, 1 had kept my 
own little party in constant employment^ either in 
having them drilled by a corporal of the grenadiers, 
or by exciting them to various feats of agility, 
by promised rewards in the way of prizes ; and 
thus prevented them from dwelling so much upon 
their wants. Induced by gentle means daily to 
fatigue themselves in sport, exercise, and man- 
oeuvring, on their return to their quarters, al- 
though hungry, they were more disposed to rest 
than to argue on the subject. Moreover, as 
they saw that I shared every thing in common 
with them, I possessed their confidence ; and not 
a single murmur escaped them during the perioc) 
of our stay. Their patience and orderly conduct, 
and the excellent state of discipline to which they 
had arrivefd, which nearly equalled that of the 
oldest company of infantry in the division, were 
the admiration of all the officers ; and most cer- 
tainly they deserved it. 

At length, on the forty-third day after our 
occupation of Barcelona, an event occurred which 
had long been anticipated by the reflective part of 
the army, to whom it was a subject of surprise that 
it had not taken place much sooner. 

Barcelona, as I have already observed, is sur- 
rounded by a thick high brushwood; in which 
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thouisands of men might lie concecded^ and their ap- 
proach to the town be renderedeasy by the numerous 
roads in all directions. The importance of placing 
piquets in each of these roads^ especially at nighty 
to prevent a surprise^ must be evident to all per- 
sons possessed of the least degree of military apti- 
tude ; but Urdenetta^ whose mind was occupied 
with his amusements rather than his duty, just 
reversed the common-sense proceeding suggested 
by his situation, and withdrew the parties at re- 
treat-beating, which had been deemed necessary 
all day. Aware of the probability of a surprise, 
the English officers had long been in the habit of 
sleeping clothed and armed, with their horses ready 
saddled; and by the orders of General English, the 
sailors were stationed with the main-guard in the 
Plaza^ and were as much on the alert as possible. 
So much had the event which was now fast ap- 
proaching been talked of and apprehended, that 
for twelve nights I had not ventured to take any 
rest, going to sleep only when the piquets were 
posted in the morning, and then only for an hour or 
two, as I regularly went with my men to their drill 
and exercise. On the sixth Sunday after our occu- 
pation of the city, however, worn out by the want 
of rest, and proper sustenance, I sank down while 
smoking a cigar at the head of my party, over- 
powered by sleep. The main-guard and piquets 
were at this time on our right, and the remainder 
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of the division across the river in the barracks* 
I had been asleep, perhaps, nearly three hours, 
when about two o'clock a. m. I was awakened hy 
a tremendous rush of cavalry towards the square, 
aecompanied by loud shotits of ^^ Viva la Pdtria/* 
the national Indepetideiit cry. My men and th^ 
troops were on the alert in a thoment, and the 
Soldiers formed in titne to receive the striangers, 
whether friends or feriemies, which tvas yet uncer- 
taiui as we w^l-e in hourly expectation of the 
arrivd of Gfetietal Bermudes arid hi§ troops, 
who, it was known, iivere all faiounted. As it was 
the ciistotri of the native cavalrjr to enter a towti 
iti this manner iii full gallop, uttering the national 
cry, and as w€J could distinguish thfe ^hitfe pluiiie 
which was always ^orn hf the Independents^ we 
rehiaihed a few sedoiids in doubt; but it was soon 
removed when the Goktibafadiiig bflicer of the inaln- 
guard received a pistol-shot in reply to the de- 
mabd of the ^atchi^brd; whichj SS kiraiiged with 
General Beii-mtidfezi -WH jail kneW !o be ^^ Viva 16 
Rtspubkcay Th6 faew-feoiners ^ere, therefbr6> 
l§t)ahiards, who had adoi)ted thd faational fcry 
inertly to gaiii admittance to ttife bity; Ivhich they 
iiitetided to retake; 

Thef eriem;^ had ehtered bh biir iright; fcbiis^- 
quferitly the military had to bear the bi*unt of the 
fifst Rssault, for ivhicH they were miich better 
arrii^d than the ^eatneri, wBbse short miistbtS, 
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without bayonets^ could effect little Against thd long 
lances of the Spanish cavalry. They stood the 
feharge i^th undaunted i^esolutioti, arid a well* 
directed volley from the seamen^ instantly followed 
by a dischai-ge of their pistols^ brought maiiy of 
the lancers ddwn^ md drbve those who t*etriaitied 
unhiift frdtti the Plaza. They tiow began to scour 
the str^felts adja<3ent> and lanced all the inhabitants 
Who \rere rbttsed by the! flHrig>^ndunlticky etiotigh 
to fall in their waj^ ; biit fortunately these were 
not many. The troops and seaiiiett {Jiirsued, slhd 
the dnfetiiy i^ftlliad ; btit a^ bur bi-av^ fallows tijok 
tbeif aitti with thel greatest coolnesfe and deadly 
eertfilinty^ they Wfere agaiil glad to Wheel tlbout. 
The rally Wft^ repfeatfed three tihaes, during whicH 
the firing was Incessferit, arid Geriei^ai English dtid 
hiii staff being rdiised, they rapidly crossed the 
bridge td the bftrWcks, wHfere they foiihd the 
brigade fbttned in tdluihtii wdltirig for drders. It 
was immediately fcomiriaiided forward In double 
4tlick.tiine, b^ General EtigUsh, ^ho remaibed 
behind ; and they toet ahd engagfed a jiart bf the 
assailaiits t^ho had agaiii etlteted the Plaza hf 
aildther passage. This body^ dflfer soilie inifiUte^^ 
blose fightings Wei-fe driven 6\xi tif thfe towrt> leaiifag 
nd small nUmbei- dead behind ttielU; Meahtiiiiy 
twd squadrons^ ifrho bad In the coiiflisidn Separated 
frdm their febinpanidhs, mistook their way oiit 6f the 
cityj and got ihtd a sboH itide street/ which had 
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no thoroughfare^ and all their efforts to escape 
proved abortive. The main-guard and seamen 
rushed after them^ and disputing every inch of 
ground^ drove them to the further end of the street, 
and notwithstanding their desperate charges, never 
yielded a step ; so that in ten minutes not a man of 
them remained alive^ every one of them fighting 
bravely^ although rashly^ to the last. Having thus 
contrived to clear the town, we were obliged to 
rest contented ; for having no mounted cavalry, 
pursuit was impossible. 

On mustering my own party, I found that I had 
lost twelve men, and eighteen or twenty more were 
wounded ; and three of them so severely^ as to 
cause their death in the course of a few days after- 
wards. I had myself a slight wound from the point 
of a lance^ in my right side, which, however^ did 
not wholly incapacitate me from duty. Of the main- 
guard^ five were killed and several wounded ; and 
the piquet lost seven^ making a total loss of twenty- 
seven^ including Captain Barker of the main-guard. 

We obtained by this adventure a very season- 
able supply of provisions; for^ as the enemy^s 
horses were all young, and in fine condition^ they 
made excellent food for us. Hunger sweetened 
the repast, and it may be questioned, if any of the 
whole number who partook of it ever relished the 
best food more than they did the flesh of these 
animals. Several were roasted and boiled for im- 
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mediate use^ and the remainder made into tassao, 
by stripping the flesh off into long pieces, about 
five inches in breadth^ and drying it in the sun.* 

On the following mornings the' commanding of- 
ficer of the main-guard^ who was slightly wounded, 
and myself were summoned before General Urde- 
netta, who, in return for our exertions the previous 
night, gave us a severe reprimand. Nor was this 
all, for we were placed under arrest, and a court- 
martial was assembled the following day, to try us 
for exceeding our duty* I now began to fear that 
. the fates had ordained mv actions in this service 
should all either be misconceived or misconstrued, 
and that I had little chance of acquiring any thing 
but ill-will and censure from such officers as those 
under whom it was my misfortune to be placed. I 
had not met with the least encouragement from 
tiie admiral, and had eagerly joined the present 
expedition that^my exertions might be more can- 
didly appreciated ; so little, however, had I 
changed for the better, that one of the first re- 
wards of my services was the treatment to which I 
have just alluded. 

The grounds of the charge against us originated 
in the opinion of Urdenetta, that the lancers who 
had entered the city were not Spaniards, but the 

* Tassao is usually prepared from beef by the natives ; and 
during long marches in South America it affords convenient and 
excellent food. It has a peculiarly grateful flavour. 

VOL. I. H 
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advance of General Bermudez. Being asked by 
Oeneral English^ who espoused our cause with 
considerable warmth, how it happened that they 
attacked the main-guard^ and lanced all whom they 
met in the streets, he accounted for it by insisting 
that we were the first aggressors^ and that the 
lancers^ in consequence, supposing the city had 
been retaken by the Spaniards^ assailed us in re- 
turn^ This was merely assertion at best^ and most 
unreasonably founded^ for^ had his suspicions been 
correct^ the strangers would scarcely have at- 
tacked the inhabitants^ who were their own couur 
trjnnen. A few hours^ however, served to con^ 
vince the general of his error. About fifty of the 
enemy^ after leaving the city^ had^ in their haste, 
taken a wrong road, and were captured by Colonel 
Montes, who sent Ijhem in prisoners ; when the fact 
not only turned out that they were Spaniards, but 
it was farther ascertained that they had been led 
by the late governor of Barcelona^ by whom the 
assault was planned^ and who fell in the attempt 
He had brought with him all the cavalry of his 
division, amounting to 1000 men^ of whom at least 
400 were slain. 

Myself and campaoion in durance were then set 
at liberty ; and General Urdenetta allowed that he 
was mistaken, and coolly thanked us. By the ad- 
vice of General English we demanded a court- 
martial, consisting of an equal number of British 
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and native officers^ not being willing to owe any 
thing to a commander who had either bo blindly 
or so wilfully rendered our efforts a subject of 
accusation. The result was our acquittal ; with a 
declaration^ suggested by Colonel MontiUa^ that 
we were entitled to the thanks of the country. 

At length the remonstrances of General English 
and his principal officers (although, perhaps, con-< 
sideration for his own safety was the paramount 
inducement) roused Urdenetta from his apathy; 
and he agreed that we should no longer wait for 
Bermudez^ but re-embark with the utmost speed 
for the city of Cumana^ then in possessioti of the 
enemy. Whether it was intended to attack it, or 
merely to look at it^ was at this time a matter of 
speculation ; but orders were issued to Hie divi- 
sion to prepare for embarkation without delay^ 
and notice given to the squadron to be in readiness 
to receive, it. 

Admiral Brion had been lying all this time at the 
Moro^ in the same state of listless indolence as the 
troops in the dty. I was ordered to convey to 
him the orders of the general ; and about half an 
hour after I reached his vessel, iie was -favoured 
with an opportunity to do the country considerable 
service^ and that without personal danger. Itwas^ 
however^ altogether lost upon him ; and th^ event 
will justify me in the assertions which I have 
already made^ that he was deficient in cQomioa 

H 2 
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sense^ to say nothing of the nerve and spirit 
reiq aired for so important a command. 

The Spanish governor of Cumana being igno- 
rant of the capture of the Moro and the evacaa- 
tion of Barcelona^ but apprehensive that the for- 
mer would be attempted, resolved to reinforce 
this fortification, and with that view despatched 
500 men, with a large supply of provisions and 
ammunition, on board a part of the Spanish fleet, 
then stationed at Cumana.^ They sailed, and soon 
after I had reached the flag ship, brought up at 
the same place where we had anchored previously 
to the landing of the troops. Having received 
intelligence of this movement, General English 
had sent part of the British brigade the same 
morning to strengthen the Moro, with orders to 
hoist the Spanish colours, in order to lull the 
enemy into a more fatal imaginary security. Brion 
was completely under the cover of its guns, and. 
these, with his own weight of metal, formed a 
most formidable battery, and one which 'was more 
than sufficient to annihilate a force of three times 
the strength of that approaching. The deception 
had all the effect it was intended to have ; the 
Spanish colours still flying, the enemy presumed 
that all was safe, and took our vessels for their 
own squadron which had sailed for Porto Bello. 
In the afternoon they put off" their boats, pulling 
directly for the Moro, and having on boalrd the; 
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troops intended to reinforce it. Had they been 
permitted to land, they would not have discovered 
their error until it was too late ; but Brion becom- 
ing nervous as usual, opened a heavy fire upon 
them while at least a mile and a half distant, and 
this informing them how matters stood, they 
rapidly put back to their ships, which in a few 
moments after got under weigh for Gumana. The 
Independent squadron made a show of pursuit, but 
took great care not to advance a yard upon them, 
and the two fleets continued about four miles 
from each other, the distance at which they started, 
during the whole of the chace. Two days were 
thus ludicrously occupied in mutual dread and 
manoeuvre, until the Spaniards got under their 
own batteries in the Bay of Cumana; and our 
admiral having thus convoyed them into port, re- 
turned to the Moro, boasting of the manner in 
which he had made them flee before him. 

The surprise and disappointment created by 
this circumstance will be easily conceived. I had 
been regretting my absence from my ship ; and 
fully anticipating the capture of the whole of the 
Spanish force, with a natural wish to share in the 
capture, I had made application to the admiral to 
be allowed to resume the command of my own 
vessel. He however refused my request, on the 
pretended ground that my command on shore 
could not be relinquished until the whole division 
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had embarked. My ship was therefore left behind^ 
but when I saw him return with no captures in his 
train^ my regret quickly subsided. ' 

At this time Admiral Brion commanded no less 
than twenty-seven sail of well armed vessels^ of 
different rates, froin large corvettes to schooners 
of war, which were manned by Upwards of 2000 
British seamen^ in addition to the natives. With 
such a fleet at his disposal he allowed the enemy's 
fdrce> consisting of only seven schooners^ and 
every way inferior in physical as well as numerical 
strength, to escape without the exchange of a 
single shot. It was impossible that conduct of 
this nature could render him popular with, such 
men as the brave fellows whom he had under his 
command, who had been led by the gallant com- 
manders of the British navy, and several of whom 
had fought and bled under the great Nelson. 
^^ Curses not loud but deep " were vented most 
unsparingly on him, and in some instances these 
execrations were not connned to inaudible mur- 
murs. Lowly as I had ever thought of Briotf s 
capability as a commander, I must confess that I 
was not a little staggered when 1 saw him thus 
return ; and a hasty observation, unguardedly 
uttered while under the influence of this feeling, 
was the means of gaining me his most serious dis- 
pleasure, and ultimately prompted him to deprive 
me of the vessel which I then commanded. 
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It happened that while we were getting the 
troops on board. Captain Chitty, who commanded 
the flag-ship, Mr. Hambledon, one of his junior 
officers, another named Ayres^ and myself, were 
oii shore together, when our conversation turned 
upon what in derision was usually termed Brion 6 
victory. Hambledon said, that such a man was a 
curse to the country and its cause, to which all 
agreed; and I thoughtlessly observed that Captain 
Chitty ought to lay his ship alongside the first 
Spanish one that he fell in with, which would 
either cure the admiral of his cowardice, or 
frighten him to death. This sally being subse- 
quently repeated to him by Mr. Ayres> I was 
accused of exciting his officers to mutiny, and to 
an attempt upon bis life. A court of inquiry 
acquitted me, and the affair remained unnoticed 
for the present ; but, as it will soon be seen, it 
did not fail to produce the fruits of enmity in dm 
season. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Departure from Barcelona — Landing at Crnnana— Description of 
South American Guerillas— Character of Colonel Montes—Suf- 
ferings of the British Legion from the Want of Provisions — 
Indecision of Urdenetta— Cumana, how defended^Pathetic 
Anecdote of an English Officer and his Lady— General English 
allowed to storm Cumana on his own Responsihility — ^Proceedings 
of the storming Party — Unnecessary and untimely Retreat — 
Indignation of the Troops — Sudden Ahandonment of the L^on 
and the Service hy General English — ^Melancholy Fate of a 
captured Spanish Party and of a young Anglo-Spanish Officer. 

We sailed from Barcelona, and arrived at the 
Bay of Cumana early in the month of September, 
where we found ihe Spanish squadron in great 
confusion, and wholly unprepared for defence. 
The crews were for the most part ashore, and 
those who were left on board intoxicated, yet our 
admiral would not venture to attack them. He 
also refused to go in and land the troops, and 
left the place in the manner I have before de- 
scribed. The Spaniards having the same fear of 
him which he entertained for them, instantLy sailed 
for one of the Leeward ports, which we after- 
wards understood to be Puerto Cabello. The 
coast being thus clear, at the end of three days 
we again entered the bay, and came to anchor at 
a favourite spot for landing the troops out of the 
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range of the batteries. About six p. m. on the 
7th of September, all of them were disembarked^ 
and I was again ordered to join them with the 
same party of seamen whom I had commanded at 
Barcelona. 

We were received by Colonel (now General) 
IVIontes and his band of guerillas^ in number about 
six hundred^ being the principal Independent force 
we had hitherto beheld since our arrival in the 
country. They resembled a horde of Italian ban- 
ditti, rather than the regular troops of any govern- 
ment; and although hardy athletic fellows, they 
were evidently strangers to the comforts and con- 
veniences of civilized life. They possessed but 
few accoutrements, and no regular uniform ; and 
indeed as regards clothing of every description, 
they might be compared to the I'agged regiment 
of the renowned Falstaff, except that bare as were 
the sack-loving knight's followers, they were much 
better provided with linen than these guerillas. A 
shirt and a half far exceeded the quantity Colonel 
Montes' band ever possessed. Their covering, 
on what was termed their field-days, chiefly con- 
sisted of a very coarse pair of cotton trowsers 
loosely made ; some pieces of buUock's-hide to 
envelope the feet instead of shoes, and which 
were fastened round the ancle with sogos. Their 
bodies, from the waist upwards, were quite naked, 
except that the head was crowned with a wide- 
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brimmed straw hat^ of firm and durable conBtruc« 
tion. In all instances their accoutrements were 
slung across their bare shoulders. The arms they 
carried were few, but in good condition; some 
among them had muskets and bayonets; others 
bore carbines and long lances ; but their favourite 
Weapon was the machetti, which with many con- 
dtituted their sole essential for military operations. 
The only system of warfare with which they were 
acquainted> was of the same marauding descrip- 
tion as that pursued by the Margaritanians, united 
to bush-fighting, which is dreadfully harassing to a 
marching army. In regular engagements they are 
never brought into action; it is only when the 
enemy is in fancied security within their encamp- 
ments that they are of the least service ; or when 
the opposing army is fatigued with long marches, 
worn out with hunger, and drenched with continued 
rains. In such cases they place themselves in the 
woods, whence they pounce upon their unprepared 
and exhausted victims, and the slaughter is dread- 
ful. When an enemy is on the retreat, they are 
also employed in the manner of the Cossacks, to 
destroy ail stragglers and foraging parties, in 
which species of service they are expert to a 
degree of horror. Long practice, a great degree 
of muscular strength, and the excellent temper of 
their weapons> enable them to strike ofi* the head 
of an opponent at ^ single stroke, or to cleave the 
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head and neck to the shoulders with the greatest 
ease* 

Colonel Montes^ the leader of this band^ is a 
native of the plains of the Apure^ where^ like most 
of his countrymen^ he for many years led the same 
wanderings unsettled^ and plundering kind of life 
which is pursued by the inhabitants of that part of 
Venezuela, His own prowess, rather than any 
interest^ which among such a race is of very secon- 
dary consideration, obtained for him the command 
of the band who now received us, and were to act 
as our coadjutors. In person he is tall, well- 
proportioned, and graceful; and he possesses 
amazing strength and activity. He is at the same 
time exceedingly brave and humane, never putting 
any of the prisoners to death, like the other 
guerilla chiefs, but always leaving them to the 
disposal of the commandant of the province or 
district. He is also unremittingly assiduous in his 
efforts to prevent the horrible massacres to which 
the troops under him are addicted, even among 
themselves; and although such occurrences are 
not very rare with them, he has done much to 
subdue their ferocious spirit. His disposition is 
slightly tainted with the national jealousy so pre- 
valent with the South American chiefs; and as a 
candidate for military fame he is somewhat selfish 
and illiberal. But these are his only faults ; in all 
other respects he is generous, good natured, and 



108 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

sincere ; and although he never would allow that the 
British troops possessed any merit, and was at all 
times detracting from their exertions for the esta- 
blishment of the independence of his country, he 
was ever ready and eager to perform any oflSces of 
kindness for them. He would always oblige them as 
far as his means would allow ; and frequently gave 
them a proportion of the provisions the necessities 
of his own famishing band could but very ill afford. 
He has cultivated literature very successfidly ; 
and is regarded in Congress as a man of consider- 
able talent. He has no guile, and whatever he 
does is done openly, and without the least disguise. 
No man may be more safely relied on ; his word 
was never broken, and his abhorrence of false- 
hood and duplicity is proverbial. 

The division bivouacked for the night on the 
fine sandy beach which extends round the bay, 
and at sunrise next morning took up a position in 
front of the city, but not within reach of its giins 
by a considerable distance. This position was 
merely occupied preparatory to our encampment, 
which was to be formed on the arrival of the 
general's horses and baggage-niules. They reached 
us towards the close of the day, having proceeded 
overland from Barcelona; and we were ordered to 
encamp about two miles and a half from the ad- 
vance battery. Although the climate at Cumana 
is by no means unhealthy, we found the heat in- 
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tolerably oppressive, and probably we felt it the 
.more severely, from being reduced by our pre- 
vious privations to a state of great bodily debility. 
What was equally untoward, the scarcity of pro- 
visions was as prevalent here as on our former 
station. Colonel Montes had failed in his en- 
deavours to procure some cattle before our arrival, 
and we were ordered to remain in the same state 
of idle starvation as before. Nothing further was 
done for two days, and it really appeared as if 
Urdenetta wished to give the Spaniards time to 
prepare themselves for the threatened attack as 
well as they could ; for he still talked of fighting. 
Had we possessed a sufficiency of food, our situ* 
ation here would have beeii agreeable rather than 
otherwise; but our absolute wants were so ill 
provided for, that many of the men were incapable 
of standing ; and about twenty of them actually 
died of starvation. Nor by this time could the 
indecision and weakness of their commander be 
longer concealed from the troops ; and this per- 
ception, united to their great personal endurances, 
naturally tended to damp their energies, and render 
them indiflferent to the fate of the campaign. On 
the whole, however, considering the many dis- 
heartening circumstances which they had encoun- 
tered, they behaved extremely well. 

Cumana is a large, well-built, and populous 
city, possessing many handsome edifices, worthy of 
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notice. At the time of our approach it was ex- 
tremely well fortified, and garrisoned by upwards 
of two thousand good troops, plentifully supplied 
with every necessary for an army. In the annals 
of the revolutionary warfare it has been rendered 
remarkable by the following event: 

When Bolivar was only a brigadier-general in 
the Venezuelan service he once possessed this 
place, but as he was compl<;tely surrounded by the 
Spanish forces, he did not feel himself secure, and 
left it for the purpose of obtaining an additional 
supply of men to defend it. On his departure he 
appointed his aide-de-camp. Captain Ghamberlayne, 
an Englishman, to the command of the city, and 
of the few troops which he left behind ; with orders 
to hold out to the last extremity. Poor Gham- 
berlayne, not having more than two hundred regu- 
lar troops under his orders, called upon the in- 
habitants of the town to assist him, and prepared 
himself for the assault in the best manner he was 
able. The enemy advanced with overwhelming 
force ; and after an obstinate struggle of three 
weeks' continuance, obliged him to enter the casa 
forte as a dernier resort. Casa forte signifies a 
strong house; and every city in the interior of 
Colombia possesses one , being in such a country 
an important means of defence ; and when artillery 
is not at hand, impregnable. The walls of these 
erections aro constructed with tiers of loop-holes, 
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aod answerable gangways^ for musketry to fire 
through ; and they are aometimes surrounded by 
a ditch and ramparts^ on which guns may be 
mounted^ if they have any. Should^ therefore, an 
enemy succeed in taking the city^ he has still the 
casa forte to gain ; a post so difficult to obtain^ 
that it has in all cases baffled the besiegers^ except^ 
as already observed, when possessed of artillery, 
which is very rarely an appendage to armies in 
the interior parts of America, owing to the in-^ 
superable difficulty of removing it 

When the unfortunate Captain Ghamberlayne 
entered the casa forte of Cumana, the time had 
passed when, according to his pledge, Bolivar 
should have returned to his assistance ; but he 
still gallantly held out. For three days and three 
nights he resisted all the attempts of the enemy, 
fighting incessantly; and although destitute of 
provisions, he refused to surrender. At length 
some guns were brought up, and a bombardment 
commenced: still he would not yield; and did 
not despair until one end of the casa forte was 
beaten down, and the inhabitants who had entered 
it with him determined to surrender, in the vain 
expectation of receiving quarter. He addressed 
himself to them, and pointed out the dreadful fate 
which awaited them, but they refused to listen. 
He then turned himself to a lovely young creature 
who had followed his fortunes from Caraccas, 
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where they had been united^ and to whom he was 
tenderly attached^ and asked her if she would 
prefer sharing immediate death with him^ to a 
lingering one from the hands of the Spaniards ? 
She at once chose the former ; aiid entreated him 
to put an end to her life at once ; on which he 
instantly directed one pistol to her head^ and 
another to his own; and the next moment this 
youngs attached^ and ill-fated pair had ceased to 
exist. The Spaniards then entered at the invi- 
tation of the survivors, and in conformity with 
their usual custom put every individual of them 
to death. 

Three days after we had landed, the fleet en- 
tered the Gulf of Curiaco, that it might be in 
closer communication with the division, which by 
a correspondent movement came nearer its banks. 
To obtain this position the ships had to pass the 
city, which opened a heavy cannonading on them ; 
and the fire was returned by Brion, but at so 
respectful a distance that not a shot fell within 
half a mile of the object on either side. The 
gulf is entered by a narrow strait, which runs 
before the city, and extends many miles through 
the country, opening to view some of the most 
enchanting scenery that can be conceived. 

Two days more passed away, and nothing was 
effected, and we had now attained to a worse state 
than we found ourselves in at Barcelona. Urde- 
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netta^ who had been closely engaged at his favou- 
rite game of monte ever since our arrival, now 
despaired^ as usual, because the admiral churlishly 
refused' to spare him any of the immense stock of 
provisions he had on board the fleet. This refusal^ 
which would have excited a more able and spirited 
commander to an immediate attack on Cumana, 
produced in him a determination diametrically 
opposite. He adopted the resolution of sending 
back the division to Margarita^ and of fleeing him- 
self to Angostura ; and was only prevented from the 
execution of it by the refusal of Brion to convey 
the troops. At tiie expiration of two days more 
he came to another equally wise decision^ that of 
leaving Cumana as he had found it; and as there 
were no provisions to be had from the fleet, or to 
be obtained in that vicinity, he gave orders for a 
march to the town of Maturin, six Hundred miles 
across the worst part of the country. Here was 
delectable intelligence for a starving army; and 
the intention, under such circumstances, may afford 
something like a competent idea of the military 
genius of our sapient commander. Instead of 
endeavouring to capture a city, which contained 
an abundance of every thing that his troops re- 
quired, he proposed to march them, broken down 
as they were, through rivers and forests, over 
mountains and a branch of the Cordillera of the 
Andes^ without a day's food in possession ! It is 

VOL. I. 1 
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trae> that td the natires it mattered little i^hetlier 
the country afforded rations or iiDt^ for with a 
bundle of sugar-cane they c6uld have marched 
well for a month. Moreover^ the farther they 
proceeded the fewer would there have been td 
provide for^ as desertion follows a march of Creole 
troops^ as certainly as the report succeeds the 
flash in the firing off a musket. But td Europeans^ 
already ifa a declining and debilitated stat^, and 
what was wbrse> with minds immersed in despon- 
deney> sUbh a journey ^ as wa^ subsequently {iroted> 
could not but hb ill a high degree fatal. 

We were impatiently waiting for orders for the 
tesault of Ottmana^ whed Urdenetta made known 
his ititentions to Genel-al English. A consultation 
wins imlnediatfely held by the principal officers of 
the brigade^ and aecompahied by English^ they 
waited tapdn U#debettd in a body^ and redlonstrated 
with him on th« impoliej^ of hil^ proceedingd. They 
itosured him that the mto would eertaidly nlu- 
tin^j and addedj that they would no longer hb 
resptliisible for &€t consequences^ if he persisted 
In the inleiided march. After a lengthened eon^ 
dultdtion> be most reluctantly consented to an 
attack upon Ouiiiana; but poi^tively declined 
giving any direetieins himself. ^^ If it be done/' 
said hci ^^ it mbst all rest upon yourself^ General 
English.'" This ^as nearly as bsld as a direct re- 
fusal^ as Ebglish relished fighting very little^ and 
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felt iilat'tn^d at thus HaviiigF ihe respoiisibility 
thrown upon himself. Under this double impulse, 
h6 Urai dti thfe point of dbandbnln^ the attempt, 
atid of jifeldihg td the Irishes of tJrdeiiettai when 
m liaff lht()tfaffed, dhd utged him to bear the 
6mi fbf 0(160. At Imgthi vrith a dolefhl counte-: 
iiahce M Hgttbd', and efiSUits irerfe issued for 
ihatbJbifig id tks advafifed battery the isanie liight; 

Thi» k6tkt ^hieh is called Aqiitt iSarita, is built 
dtt the stliniliit df a dug^r-loaf hill^ ahd commands 
n^arl^ th^ ^hdle tff the redoubts. The foot of 
the mil m the t&p «f #hle1i il i« ere6tbdi is 
easy df abb^M; Wi the battei'y il ^urrohtided by 
^ wide And deef) ditghj Whieh i§ perfectly diy. Oii 
the bhter ttopaHfi Hr^ didttlited seteral heary 
jjiebe^ bf ^rtillei'^, aild wlthiri thei'e is iinbther 
fes^b) over tthieh exteiMs A tfarrbw plfttfenif j re- 
itlbVeable at pleasute ; attd this, ^hih lei dowh, 

commdttibdtes with a large atid lefty basa forte, 

that was crowded with soldiers whbB we ap- 
ptbkbhbd it. Thete are seteiiA bth^ powei-ful 
rbdbubts betHireeii Aqua l^dnta atid the tdwh dn the 
djipdditb Side Of the fotmhri drbtii t^hiish volleys 
wei-e fii-ed at thb Stbtttlilig parties od the hiU^ the 
etitii^ sibpe bf nirhibh is bdfiladed tiy all ihe Ibdp^ 

hbles and g^aiigways bf the msk forte; Wlthht 

the tbwb there is alsb ihe CaStld bf ^t f uahj Whieh 
is Sttohgj but miisi db^eSSarily quickljf Mb^ the 

I 3 
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fate of the other fortifications, on which it is de«> 
pendent. 

, Three hundred of the British legion^ a rifle com- 
pany of Colonel Uslar's regiment, and the seamen, 
formed the advance, under the command of Major 
Davy ; while the main body moved to support them 
as . occasion might require. We mardied at the 
close of day, taking with us two Creoles as guides ; 
who after conducting us to the bottom of the first 
hill we had to ascend, either through treachery 
or cowardice deserted. It was afterwards as- 
serted by one of Urdenetta's own officers, that he 
was employed by that general to bribe them to 
leave us, and to go forward to Cumaha to give 
notice of our approach to the. Spaniards. I cannot 
vouch for the truth of this statement ; but the 
officer who had openly expressed his intention 
of proving it to Congress, was found dead the 
morning after the attack, with his throat cut as if 
by a machettii. 

We now missed our way, and so . much time 
was lost in regaining the 'right direction, that 
morning dawned long before our operations could 
be commenced ; and the Spaniards were in per- 
fect readiness to receive us, which they did very 
waruily. I had been directed to prepare and fix 
the s6aiing ladders, of which there were but few ; 
and those hastily got up for the purpose, during 
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our passage from Barcelona. While examiiuiig 
them at the foot of the hills, whither they were 
brought by a party of Creoles from the ships, an 
order^ was brought me from General English 
to proceed instantly with my men to aid the 
rifles and advance column, by firing at the 
enemy on the ramparts, and to leave the lad- 
ders to be conveyed by the natives. I obeyed, 
and joined them just as they reached the brow of 
the hill ; at which moment above a hundred pieces 
of cannon opened their fire upon us from the 
various fortifications. The men returned it with 
interest, an(J vied with each other in coolness. 
The sailors, from their practice at Barcelona, had 
become unerring shots ; and in conjunction with 
the rifles, in less than ten minutes shot every 
Spaniard from the guns on the ramparts. 

The advanced columns ef the legion had turned 
their attention on the casa forte, and were busily 
engaged with it ; while the rifles and seamen were 
employed against the block-house of Aqua Santa, 
from which the guns were playing, without inter- 
mission at not more than forty yards fi*om them. 
The poor fellows were dropping fast, and this 
destructive fire must have speedily destroyed the 
whole of them, unless measures had been adopted 
to prevent it. • 1 therefore ordered my own party, 
who had suffered severely, to take post round the 
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summit of the faille in nucb a mannef that thair 
^ipads were sparcejy vjsi^lp abqve it whep they 

fired, while it wholly ppver<^4 then* whea load- 

» 

ing. Purtng th^ time they wprs attending to this 
ftjrdep, a treffifiodqus Yollpy wa8 discharged from 
the gang^ays^ ^hich killied all the officers of the 
xifles except ppe^ wha w^8 severely wpunded in the 
leg^. At his F^quest J toqk the command of them^ 
and gave the same direptiqns tq his men, who were 
now rpduced tq half their original number, which I 
had given my own. They proceeded with the 
UQual Qerman coolness to their stations, and I 
pUf^ed myself between them and my own party. 
Thus protected they too^ such certain aim at the 
enemy> that when the latter appeared at the loop- 
^olesi the gangways, or on the ramparts, which 
they did sndd^nly to fire anc} then retreat agajn, 
they were picked off in a moment The advance 
followed our example, and the whole being now 
comparatively sheltered, the fire from the eneiny 
poon teripinated, and nothing remained but to 
enter the moat. This was soon ejected ; but now 
an unlooked-ibr dipicalty presented itself. While 
the heavy fire vf^ )(.f pt up, the natives, on whom 
we had depended tq bring the scaling ladders, 
werp afraid to venture up the hill ; and even when 
\t cefised, tfiey only moved at a creeping pace. 
Wwm the bottom of tji^ ditch to the top of the 
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ramparts^ it was more than twenty-five feet in 
perpendicular height, so th^t Without the scaling 
ladders it was ifnpossible to ascend. 

As soon as this feot was di^covere4) Major 
Qa¥y ordered me to seek out and expedite the 
ladders, ^nd accordingly selecting fifty ipen to ac- 
company me^ I leaped out of the ditch. The 
Spaniards inferring from this proceeding that we 
were retreating, immediately recommenced their 
fire from the block-house, but happily without efiect. 
Half w§.y down the hijl, I saw the natives with 
the objects of our search^ but they dropped them 
and semper ed off in all 4ii'ectjohi| when they 
heard the recommencement of the musketry; 
leaving us to carry them ourselves jo the best 
manner we were able. On neafly gaining the 
summit^ ^ twenty-fbur pounder, frojia the ou^pr 
rampar^s^ came directly in the middle of |;he pprty> 
struck one of the ladders^ and kme4 f^^r lUQUy 
the splinters wounding n^any more. This was only 
a prelude to the re-opening of all the artillery^wfaich 
immediately took place. The remainder of the 
seamen and the troops being in the moat^ could 
sustain no injury whatever, as they were completely 
sheltered ; so thaj: I was not sorry ^fien I was with 
them ^gain, the fire now being as heavy as it had 
ever been, and all directed down the hill. 

On getting intp the moat again, we comipenced 
fixing the ladders, when we ^pard the bugles 

!r:it 
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sound a retreat. Major Davy was astonished^ 
but thoi:^ht that it might be intended for the main 
body^ who were probably marching to aid us^ and 
that the gejieral perceiving we were under cover, 
had deemed their farther advance unnecessary. 
The' firing was now completely silenced ; and our 
commander could have nothing to apprehend for 
our safety. In five minutes we should have been 
masters of the place, and consequently as it did 
not seem reasonable that our retreat was intended, 
we took no notice of the signal. The major now 
ordered me to mount with my men, and the s(J- 
diers were preparing to follow, when again the 
retreat sounded. Uncertain as to the cause, but 
still thinking that the signal could have no refer- 
ence to us, we proceeded. Captain Sadler, of the 
light company, was the first .man who gained the 
ramparts, and I had reached the last step of the 
ladder, when again the bugle was blown. Captain 
Sadler, who was on my right hand, looked round to 
ascertain the cause, and the same moment was 
struck with a musket-ball in the head, and fell 
backwards dead into the moat, as did three or four 
soldiers at the same time. 

I now stepped on the ramparts myself, fol- 
lowed by Lieutenant Peters of the navy and 
Lieutenant Lyons of the grenadier company. 
The Spaniards, after discharging a badly-directed 
volley at us, approached to attack us with the 
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bayonet The conflict was short : they were driven 
from the ramparts by the brave fellows^ who as- 
cended by dozens^ and swept all before them. 
The firing from the loop-holes of the casa forte 
was now again renewed a little, which we were 
successfully returning, when a fourth time the 
bugles were . sounded, on which Major Davy, 
who could doubt no longer, ordered me to . de- 
scend; but before we could get clear of the ram- 
parts Lieutenant Peters, with ten or twelve men, 
were killed as they were getting on the ladders. 
LieQtenant Lyons, who fought most bravely, was 
also shot by one Spaniard while he was wrenching 
a musket from the hands of another, just as we had 
driven them back again. 

The command to descend without firing another 
shot being now reiterated, nothing was left us but 
to quit the ramparts, and tamely suffer the Spa- 
niards to slaughter as many as they could. I 
received a blow on the head from the butt of a 
musket, which, but for some riflemen, would have 
precipitated me to the bottom of the moat, and in 
all probability have seriously injured me, but they 
caught and supported me. I fortunately wore 
a strong silk hat, covered with oiled silk, to with- 
stand the wet, which saved me, although it was 
completely crushed. On recovering from the 
stunning effects of the blow, I left the ditch with 
inconceivable mortification« I had seen above 
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three hundred gallant fellows uselessly sacrificed^ 
and among them were several to whom I was at- 
tached from the saffprings and privations which we 
had endured together, afid by the litde offices of 
kindness which we had mutually interchanged. 
With Captain Sadler and Lieutenants Peters and 
]liyon8 I had been on terms of great intimacy. 
The latter had endeared himself to all who were 
acquainted with him^ by his mild and gentlemanly 
deportment and amiable disposition. After our 
retreat his body y(^s taken into Cumana> where it 
was qpartered^ and exposed to our view on various 
parts of the casa forte^ his ^ateh and clothes 
being distributi^d among the barbarians who per- 
formed the disgusting office. I some time after 
saw a woman at Maracaibo^ the wife of a Spanish 
Serjeant^ who shpwed me his watch^ which had 
fallen to her hus^and^s share. This I purchai^ed, 
and on my return to Angostura k^d it conveyed 
to his mother in England. 

The survivors in this unfortunate affair felt 
deeply that their brave comrades had beei^ use-r 
lessly martyred ; ^nd ^» General English had l|een 
allowed the sole command on ^e ocoasioUj^ he 
was naturally^ although erroneously^ supposed to 
be the cause of our recall and as far as ardent 
wishes went, he was not spared. Upon our pva- 
cuating the moat, the soldiers at the block-house 
again appeared, as did those on the ramparts ; 
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and tfaese^ together with the whole of the gung^ 
again poured forth among us, by wbiqh firing se^ 
vefal more men were destroyed. On reaching the 
bottom of fte hill, we found the maia body formed 
into clo$»e columns of seotjpns^ presenting the front 
only of a section to the wor)cs, by which manoeuvre 
few of the balls took effect on tbem. They had 
been moving to our support by the ordfsrs of Ge- 
neral Bnglish^ when Urdenetta^ who, agreeably to 
fais declaratipn thp previous day^ }iad taken no part 
in the direction of the assault^ rode ^rward^ and 
ordered them to halt^ and commanded the bugles 
Jo be sounded for the retreat pf the storming party. 
This proyokipg step he jwstified by spying |;hat he 
wished to save tiiem from tl^e second fire ; l)nt he 
well kne^ that they wei?e all under cover at the 
time^ and that pn their retreat they mnst unavoid* 
ably be exposed to it. This was duly represented to 
him ; but i^otwithstanding the arguments and in* 
treaties of the British offipprs, he pprsisted in pw? 
recall and ordered the remnant of the adv^pe to 
stand on the edge of the plaip^ whiob runs frpm 
thp bottom of the hill^ wh^rp the enemy's h^lU 
could scarcely fail of making some fiirther havpe. 
The guerillas, and the whole of the native trppps^ 
were not |ar from ns^ but t|)ese> as nsnal> ^i^pefsed 
and took shelter behind trees^ pr under any Qt|)pr 
temporary refuge, As tq Urdfi»|Stta, bftvipg no 
dispositicm to stand thp fire himself^ he (e4e Qff 



124 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

the fields leaving orders for the British troops to 
scatter in the manner of the natives. 

Under these awkward circumstances. Major 
Davy, anxious to get his men out of the reach of 
the shot, desired me to go to General English for 
orders. Unfortunately, the officer in question re- 
lished the affair as little as any one there : he was 
then sitting on his horse near an old uninhabited 
convent, talking to one of his staff; and it so 
happened, that just before I got up to him, a 
twenty-four pounder passed between us, and struck 
the wall behind ]f,im, raising the dust about his 
ears, but not doing him the least injury. He had, 
in fact, never entered into the heat of the action. 
I requested him to give me orders to convey to 
Major Davy; but he was too much agitated to 
attend to the appeal ; and referring me to Colonel 
Stopford, galloped to the banks of the gulf, and 
pretending sickness, went immediately on board 
one of the ships. As nothing could induce him 
again to take the field, he was never afterwards 
seen by the army; but sailed to Margarita the 
first opportunity, where he some time after caught 
the yellow fever and died. 

The command was now assumed by Colonel 
Stopford, who resolutely refused to disperse the 
legion in the disgraceful manner in which the 
natives had separated, but removed them with 
order and regularity. They were countermarched 
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on their owb ground^ and led out of the range of 
the shots; disappointment an4 contempt being 
visibly depicted on every countenance. The total 
loss of the advanced column was eight officers^ 
and one hundred and seventy-five rank and file ; 
and that of the seamen^ one hundred and thirty-four 
men, exclusive of three officers. The former had 
about eighty wounded, the latter forty-seven. 

On the return of the division to its previous 
encampment we accidentally met two companies 
of Spanish troops, which had been sent from the 
town of Curiaco, in the upper part of the gulf, 
to strengthen the garrisons of Cumana, and who, 
from ignorance of our situation, fell directly across 
our line. Their fate may be easily anticipated : 
Urdenetta immediately ordered the work of exter- 
mination to commence; but the English refused to 
hurt one of them. The natives were not so scru- 
pulous, and in a quarter of an hour not an indi- 
vidual among them breathed. Presently after a 
captain of grenadiers, and three men who had 
lingered behind owing to illness, came up ; and 
being seized by a party of Creoles, were carried 
before Urdenetta. The officer was born in Spain 
of English parents, and had entered the Spanish 
army at a very early age: from his youth^ not 
being at this time more than nineteen years of age, 
he excited much pity and commiseration among 
the officers of the legion, who entreated Urde- 
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iietta to spttre hb life. He gate his watd df h&i 
nodr that he tt'ould do 80 1 but in tbe dead of th6 
night h^ had hittt Kild his ineti taken frotil the 
qitarttiH allotted to thettij and ptivSMy butchered. 
I HtllKr them th($ itsxt indHiing^ about tw6 httiidrtid 
y&rds in the i-titU*, ftU tied tog6the^ haked^ theiii- 
Hetldd iioarly lievered froiii fheif litidi^s by tUe iiiil- 
chettij atid several Might wbhhd^ inflicted il^bii 
thedi, lis if by wajr bf tOrturfe, befbre the teUitig 

'TM ftitdek bit OdnfttHd tbdk pl»bb bii ihb lUh 
oi- 16th bf Septeinbbi'j Whibh ii g^del-all;^ dfter th« 
t^b bf the bbifiihencbtiietit bf tbb hdtljr seaisbn in 
that prbVihtib ; but it hsld libt jei beguti v^ith idUch 
Vibl^nbej its apjil-bach bbltif biiljr iharlced by A £hw 
hbaVjr sho#efit bf sihbli (sbntittuaiibb: This nighty 
hb\;^bTer> it did mi b^asb ; tbid it liiatel-ially jidded 
to bur SutfbHdgs, sl9 we had no Shelter bb^olld 
whsit thb bttlshtrbbd afibtdbdj Which Wa^ terjr littlb. 
itidtied : fti the Same titob Wb' Wete i^ithObt H dinglb 
chafage of elbthbS, eVbl^ ittibU Of oui* apparel 
bbitig aboard the flbbi To nAd td biii- Su^rihgs^ 
fbl* t^ii dAp} that is u{) tb the tidie 6f bur depar- 
ttirbj we had been Sukistbd merbly bjr d Sitiall 
pbHibn of Su^ai-^sdiie ^br dledi eHJDh Mik j tb 
Which wtiS SoitibtiihbS dddbd, bttt \eff faitl^j a i^W 
platitdifiSj wheh Bribn thbtight |)i-bper to spare 
tbeiti from the flbbt. 
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CHAPTER VIj 

FerlOj^c^ Rains in Sonti^ Aiiierica— >M^8age from Adif iral Brioi^^ 
Author deprived of his Vessel — Resentment of his Crfew on 
board^tiits M Sfiij)— An^ca- 8f tke Nital Paitt aslldre-^ 
March ot the Dividbn for Mfhtrin-— I^s dreldfdl Si^^rhigs aiid 
Losses — Majestic Serpents — Unexpected Relief — Cordillera of the 
Atidb^Aiillidr's iBlitaty ^ictirsion abi-oss tliem— Daiiger *6it 
Steep--8i%idit7 bf the Antbdt-'a Ddg— View frmh the StttnUiit^ 
Author regains the Diyisioi^'T-Ar^yai at Maturin — lUneas of the 
Troops— Cifuelty and Cupidity of Urdenetta. 

pBRsbi^i^ ¥he ard tmilcqtiaitited With the periddicttl 
fklb of tAia in Sotith Afaierieft; oftn fortn but ft rer^ 
inadeqttate idea of their powerful titid det^stfitatihg 
effeets: Fordays^and even Weeks j they ntitseas- 
iil^ly dbsefend in overwhelming tdt-relitd> thtotig^h 
which ol^ects btlly Ihll^ty yatds distant from th^ 
ey% ean scatbiSly be dlsobtered. The waters riish 
doWtt frdtil ih^ tttotttttalbS With krHtita foreej beftf^- 
ing every thing away with them ; and ih the fiftl-- 
row passa^esi betWfeefi th^ iibdltitieSj fd^thlng 
^ttltitddis^ df ^iV&rS; Which tk tfdvi^li^i^ hM fcdU- 
tiiihalljr tb ford. th^Se tlniiihg: With ihe dfinofcbi 
overfill its f^rtilt; batlH ^^^ ititihdftte m edttti- 
irf for lea^es^ de&troyitt^ iSf er^ seiilblatic^ of f e- 
getatioti^ and forcing the laitl«; tb ihe high lahdft 
until the delug>(^ sttbiiid^S. To the wbhi-dbwh W 
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veller, who has to penetrate through this part of 
the country^ the astonishing roar of the innumer- 
able falls^ dashing downward with majestic vio- 
lence^ united with the yells of myriads of monkeys^ 
which infest the forests, and with the roar of the 
inferior kind of tigers that also abound in them, 
conspire in the gloom of night to create an effect 
on the nerves of a very thrilling description. To 
add to the real and imaginative horror of the situ- 
ation, you are aware — ^for the thing often happens — 
that yourself, or the companion with -whom you are 
beguiling away the tedious hours in conversation^ 
turned perhaps on the scenes of happier times, 
may be suddenly borne away by the gushing flood. 
It may be the lot of either him or you to hear that 
voice, which but a moment before was cheering 
and urging to fresh exertions, uttering the ago- 
nizing shrieks of death, and imploring that assist- 
ance which cannot be afforded ; self-preservation, 
in spite of inclination, leaving no alternative but 
the abandonment of the luckless individual to his 
dreadful fate. 

The departure of the division from the scene of 
our thwarted enterprise> was fixed for the second 
day after its created miscarriage. Early that 
morning I received a message from Admiral 
Brion, through- the medium of Mr. Ayres, the 
o£Gicer who had reported my observations to him, 
to the following effect: ^Hfyou think proper to 
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receive an inferior rank on board the El Oceana, 
until Captain Barrinco leaves her, you can take it ; 
but the ship which you now command is wanted 
for a particular service, and must be given up. 
If this offer meets not your wishes. Admiral Brion 
will have to regret the loss of your services." 

Tathe bearer of. this complimentary announce- 
ment I simply remarked, that I would wait on the 
admiral. The retention of a vessel, under such a 
commander, was now become a matter of indif- 
ference ; as I well knew from experience, that 1 
could never. do my duty to Venezuela, or any good 
for -myself, with a man whose jealousy, and want 
of enterprise, must prove a total bar to my ad- 
vancement. Besides, my temperament was too 
ardent for the endurance of so many shackles ;. and 
I began to entertain hopes of receiving a vessel 
from the hands of Congress itself, seeing that my 
patron, Arismendez, was at the head of the go- 
vernment. 1 therefore went on board the flag-ship 
to give my answer, with a degree of unaffected 
carelessness ; and was received by the admiral 
with correspondent cool politeness. He said he 
lamented that circumstances obliged him to take 
the . vessel from me, while his looks seemed to 
indicate that he took much pleasure in doing so. 
I merely observed, that as I had been introduced 
and recommended to his notice by General Aris- 
mendez, : it Jwas necessary that I should have a 

VOL. I. K 
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ceiitificftte of the cause of my removal from my 
vessel^ ajs also of my conduct while in command of 
it. This 1 claimed und^r. his own hand^ as 1 in-i 
tended to proceed to Angostura, where, as a ser- 
vant of the Republic, 1 should have to account for 
my presence to the vice-president and Congress, 
by whom my rank had been confirmed* This 
document he instantly gave me, in terms as satis- 
fistctory as I could desire ; and we parted with the 
samo studied politeness on his part, aud real non- 
chalapce on mine. 

I then went on board my own ship, for the 
last time, in order to give the effects I had afloat 
into the charge of my first lieutenant, to convey 
theui to Angostura, as I could procure no mules to 
parry thpm by lAnd. It was soon whispered among 
the Gvew^ that the admiral had deprived me of the 
oo|ttmand<; and a part of them, deputed by the 
whol^, came to my cabin to inquire if the report 
were true* I of course answered in the affirma* 
tiv^; on which they declared their intention of 
qnitting ,her also; but, by dint of earnest per-* 
suasion and entreaty, I prevailed on them to relin^ 
quish such an idea. It could not but occur to me, 
that Brion might take advantage of such a revolt^ 
to make an unfavourable representation of me to 
Arismendez, whose good opinion I vras anxious to 
retain ; not to mention my knowledge of what the 
poor fellows would have to endure in their medi« 
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totod JQWD^y to the capital. Hayiiig happily sue* 
Q^eded thus far, I went ashore^ taking with foe 
only a favourite dog, and my papf^r^t With those 
vhp were left of my party on laod> 1 was not so 
sucqegsful ; they were determined to go to Angos-^ 
tura, without returning op board. Urdenetta or- 
dered p«^rt of the legion to compel them> but the 
latter dedined. The natives were then called out; 
but, although nearly a thousand strong, they would 
as willingly have faced the batteries of Cumanaj 
as have attacked them* They were, ibereforej 
likely to have their own w^y t bnt I renewed my 
efforts, and finally prevailed upon them to retnrn 
to their duty on board, They, however, all d«* 
serted upon thei? Rrriyal at Margarita, with many 
more j and the Republio lost, at ont time, 800 of 
the best seamen Colombia ever boasted* 

Little time served to prepare w» for onv iparolu 
The encampment was brokeii up the same day, and 
we prooeeded amidst the pouring rein, whieh 
drenched us to the skin, and rendered the plains 
one vast sheet of water, the sandy bottom of whifiii 
was so soft, that we sank into it above the knees. 
The division could take no baggage along with it, 
government having failed to supply it with a suf- 
ficient quantity of horses and mules,, althqufb both 
were so plentiful in the country. Th^ few th;*(: 
were attached to the trpops, had beeo mpnopp- 
liaed by General Urdenetta, for his own sior^j and 

K 2 
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baggage. Oar orders were, in the first instance, 
to proceed to the town of Maturin, where we were 
to halt until instructions should be forwarded by- 
Congress, directing our future disposal. With 
the vain hope of obtaining supplies, we were to 
take Cumanacoa, the head-quarters of Colonel 
Montes, in our way ; in reaching which place we 
spent four days. These formed the most pleasant 
portion .of the march, as regarded the state of the 
roads; but when we had accomplished the in- 
tended stage, nothing could be done for us by 
Montes^ whose men were subsisting in the same 
manner as ourselves. To our great annoyance, 
we here learned, that when we were on the point 
of leaving Barcelona, Urdenetta received an ex- 
press from General Bermudez, to inform him that 
he would goin him on a certain day, with his ca» 
valry, and a large drove of wild cattle^ which he 
had . procured with great exertion for the use of 
the division. ,'As if pur commander were deter- 
mined to throw every obstacle he could in our 
Way, and wilfully resolved to reduce his troops to 
appalling privations which they were enduring, he 
ordered them to re-embark, just two days before 
the appointed time] for the arrival • of Bermudez, 
although, for the six previous weeks, he had stub- 
bornly persisted to remain, when there was no 
chance of ensuring a day's subsistence. 
The consequences of this conduct were ex- 
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' tremely disastrous. Anxious to keep his promise^ 
General Bermudez, by forced marches, reached Bar- 
celona on the day which he had appointed ; when 
he was informed of our expedition against Cumana. 
He immediately resolved to join us there ; but his 
horses were so fatigued by their great exertions, 
he was compelled to rest a considerable time at 
Barcelona; an unavoidable, but fatal delay, as he 
did not reach Cumana, which he supposed we had 
taken, until after we had left it. The Spaniards, 
who had gained some information of his approach, 
hoisted Independent colours, to confirm his pre- 
vious .delusion ; and stationed large parties in the 
woods through which he had to pass, with orders 
to let him proceed unmolested until they could 
completely surround him, and then to commence 
the work' of massacre. These instructions were 
strictly attended to, and General Bermudez, being 
taken by surprise, was completely defeated. After 
gallantly fighting for two days and nights, he 
however spiritedly dashed through his numerous 
^ enemies, and escaped over an immense tract .of 
country to Aragua, where he took up his head- 
quarters^ having left 500 lancers dead on the scene 
of action, and all his supplies of cattle and ammu- 
nition in the hands of the enemy. 

After halting one night at Cumanacoa, the march 
was continued onwards, under circumstances of 
privation and distress which have seldom been 
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exceeded. All description of the dreadful suffer* 
ings endured must fall far short of the reality, which 
would scarcely ^iu credence* Our road lay across 
minor rivers^ whose streams were so swollen and 
currents rendered so strong and rapid by the falls 
of rain, that in fording them numbers of the men, 
from their excessive debility, were unable to bear 
tip agahist their force, f he fboting once lost, all 
is over ; the rush of waters bears the body down 
With the rapidity of a shot, dashing it in its course 
against stumps of trees, jutting rocks, and loose 
stoned, until life is extinct, and the sweeping tide 
is stained With blood. We had also several moun- 
tains to pass ; and the waters winding round their 
diversified forms, produced, according to the num* 
ber of passages between them^ so many different 
l^treamS for us to wade through ; insomuch^ that in 
bne day the s^ttae piece of water, owing to its 
Various windings, may be crossed more than ten 
times* 

The excessive fatigue of exertions so unremiting^ 
tinder circumstances which were otherwise very 
afflictive, soon broke down many of the already re- 
duced troops> and labove four hundred of the Bri- 
tish perished, besides natives, and even those who 
escaped the death which lay in wait for them at 
every step, Wfere So wretchedly enfeebled that 
even de^th itself was earnestly wished for. Their 
shoes, from bfeihg constMitiy satuiiited with wnterj 
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became so enlarged^ that they were cotitiiiually 
escaping from the feet; and to add to their misery, 
the surfaces of the mountains were chiefly com- 
posed of sharp-pointed stones, resembling in co- 
lour broken Scotch granite, but harder, and in 
some parts approaching to the appearance and 
quality of white flints. By this latter species 
of stones, the edges of which are so keen and 
hard that the' poorer Indians use them a^ knives 
and hatchets, the feet of the men were so shock- 
ingly lacerated, that on the more elevated and dry 
rocks their course might have been tracked by the 
bloody marks of their footsteps. The deep gashes 
thus made were soon filled up by the cutting 
brittly sand, which is lodged between the acclivi- 
ties, and whic^ caused an inconceivable degree of 
torture, again heightened as they approached the 
plains of Maturin, by the intrusion of myriads df 
insects named chegoes,* from which their feet had 
no protection. These tdrmeiiting creatures will 
penetrate the skin, even where it is unbroken, and 
breed under it to such an extent, that unless they 
are speedily remo^ed> the swarm become incdcu^ 
labie, and sometiities produces taortificatlon* Their 
nests are not only distinguishable by the acute 
pain they cause, which is somewhat similar to the 
application of caustic, but by the small white 
pustules in which they are encased. To effectu- 

* Commonly termted jeggars by the negroes and Indians. 
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ally remove them^ these pustules must be taken 
out perfectly unbroken ; for if they are opened, 
they increase quite as mischievously as if they had 
not been disturbed. This is best eflfected by 
making a circular incision with a sharp-pointed 
knife, or needle, with which the bladder must be 
lifted up and crushed on a stone, or any other hard 
substance ; after which, to prevent any eggs that 
may remain from being vivified, the ashes of a cigar 
ought to be introduced, which I have reason to 
believe has been found the most effectual remedy. 
In the numerous woods through which we 
passed, our ears were incessantly assailed by the 
screams of the flying monkeys, who united to ex- 
press their indignation at our trespass on their 
peaceful seclusion. Part of these were shot, and 
eaten, but owing to their extreme sagacity, they 
were but few, and those of the youngest. Their 
flesh is like that of the wild rabbit in appearance, 
but somewhat sweeter to the taste. At night, the 
different sounds of these and other animals, united 
with the bowlings of the storm, the creepings of 
the numbers of lizards over the troops as they re- 
posed, and the consciousness of being surrounded 
not only by snakes in abundance, but by the small 
kinds of lions and tigers* with which these woods 

* These animals are small^ and will not attack men ; but will 
steal after marching armies^ or droves of mules, for weeks, 
waiting for the death of any part of them. 
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are plentiMly stocked, all conspired to bairish 
sleep, and to keep the mind completely alive to 
the horrors of the situation. Nor were these hor- 
rors lessened by the melancholy indication which 
the roars of the last-mentioned carnivorous brood 
aflForded, of the fate of the remains of the poor 
fellows, who were continually falling martyrs to their 
sufferings, which for the most part found a grave 
in the entrails of these savage beasts of prey. The 
precaution and comfort of having fires round the 
camp could not betaken, as the descent of the 
rain, which resembled the burst of a water-spout, 
extinguished them as soon as kindled. At the same 
time the ground on which we lay was covered with 
water to the depth of from six to nine inches, so 
that we were obliged to prop up our heads with 
any thing we could procure, to avoid suffocation. 

During our progress we necessarily passed 
many standing pools of water, which, as we ap- 
proached the plains of Maturin, where the lands 
being so much higher were not inundated, became ' 
mpre frequent. At these the soldiers, at first, 
were in the habit of stooping to assuage their 
thirst, until several of them were found dead at 
the margin of these receptacles for small alli- 
gators and snakes of the most poisonous descrip- 
tioji. When it happened that one of these pools, 
which were sometimes of vast extent, lay directly 
across our path, so as to render it necessary to 
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I 

march a long way rounds many of the most fa*^ 
f tigued and reckless of existence among the troops 

preferred wading through them. In several of 
such instances^ a species of fish^ called the raya> 
oftentimes seized their thighs and the calves of 
their legs^ and tore large pieces from them> leav* 
ing those who survived altogether incapable of 
r further service. Some of the meti so bitten were 

obliged to be left behind, as they could not walk ; 
and the mules^ which were engrossed by the ge* 
neral^ were not allowed to carry them. These 
unhappy persons would earnestly implore their 
comrades to shoot them^ instead of abandoning 
them to starvation ; and certainly a speedy death 
in such dreary instances would have proved a 
blessing. Many of the troops had ulcers which 
deprived them of their toes — one of the many dis- 
agreeable consequences of low living and un- 
wholesome food; and others were lamed by the 
thorns of the sensitive plants which penetrated the 
soles of their feet. Ulcers were also produced on 
various parts of the body by the sudden transi- 
tions from heat to cold> occasioned by the scorching 
rays of the sun on the nlouhtains^ after being so 
long saturated in the waters of the lowlands ; and 
upon the whole a more horrible complii^atton of 
evils has seldom been inflicted by military incapa- 
city than that which in this dreco'y march was en- 
countered by our tU-fated band* 
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On two occasions we saw. individuals of a large 
species of serpent^ beautifully variegated^ lying di- 
rectly across our path^ in the higher parts of a wood^ 
and near its limits. The faint rays of the setting 
sun playing on its colours added greatly to their 
brilliancy. As soon As it descried us, it miade a 
majestic bound across the road into the thickest 
of the brushwood, but without betraying fear^ 
either by look or motion; and apparently duly 
anxious td live unobserved. The leap wasV ery 
graceful : the head was first raised proudly^ and 
then gently drooped until the neck was curved 
like that of a swan ; the tail was placed in three 
coils on the ground^ into which extremity all its 
strength seemed gradually to concentrate^ when 
the head was again elevated> and at one spring 
it cleared the patfa^ cutting the air like a whip» 
The natives were surprised and alarmed at its ap- 
pearance, as they believed it to be the boa con- 
strictor> which is very numerous in New Grenada^ 
but had not hitherto been discovered in Venezuela. 
In lengthy I should (suppose this serpent to be 
from fourteen to sixteen feet^ and about three in 
circumferience at the Ibi^est part of the body. 

We continued our irksome journey until we 
Came near the branch of the Cordillera of the 
Andes, which stretches across the route from 
Cumana to Maturin. Its '' cloud-capt" summits 
towered before us abruptly^ ju§t as we had 
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emerged from an extensive wood, which we had 
been traversing for three nights and three days. 
We had previously deemed our progress suffi- 
ciently calamitous^ and had never contemplated this 
new and stupendous difficulty, to surmount which 
the little strength we had left seemed wholly in- 
adequate. The natives were the first to despair; 
and as those who were inured to such marches, 
and accustomed to ascend the mountains of the 
Cordillera in every excursion, gave up the idea of 
surviving it, a spirit of despondency spread over 
the whole party, and many, but for the laudable 
effi)rts of their officers, would have laid themselves 
down to perish without another exertion. At this 
moment, when all our former toils and wants 
appeared on the point of being exceeded, we 
were providentially destined to receive an un- 
looked-for succour, as abundant as it was timely. 
On a plain at the top of an eminence we saw a 
herd of wild cattle and horses, near to, and inter- 
mingling with each other j and rendered indif- 
ferent by the cravings of nature as to which of 
them we procured, some of the horses, being the 
nearest, were first brought down, and a few of the 
bullocks. My dog, which was partly of the bull- 
breed, was particularly active, and seized some of 
the cattle by the nose as they were endeavouring 
to escape, and held them till the natives had hsuoi* 
stringed them. 
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For the first time since [we . had partaken 
of the Spanish lancers' horses at Barcelona, we 
now enjoyed a sufficient meal. The manna that 
descended to the relief of the fugitive tribes 
of Israel in tlie wilderness, was not more 'ac- 
ceptable. Those who have never been reduced 
to a similar extremity can but faintly conceive the 
luxury of such a repast, from which at other times 
we should have turned with loathing and disgust. 
The flesh was devoured raw, and without any 
thing else to heighten its relish, yet it still seemed 
sweeter than the banquet of princes. The poor 
fellows ate till their respiration was exhausted, 
then paused to expatiate on their good fortune, 
and again ate till satisfied ; but many of them 
paid dearly for their imprudence. It had been 
the wish of the officers to apportion a certain 
quantity to each inan, but the cravitigs of hunger 
having overcome all regard to subordination, their 
orders were not heeded, and the flesh was de- 
voured reeking from the carcasses while they had 
power to swallow. They then laid themselves 
down to sleep ; and when the bugles were sounded 
for our march the next day, it was discovered that 
several of them had died from excessive repletion. 
The native troops lost more in comparison with their 
numbers than the British, and many of them 'were 
obliged to be left behind in consequence of being 
ill, who were never afterwards seen or heard of. 
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After this repast^ I fell into a profound and re- 
freshing sleep^ which was the first of more than two 
hours' duration that any of us had enjoyed since we 
left Gumanacoa ; for^ as delay was literally deaths 
we had hurried on while our wearied limhs could 
sustain us^ that we might reach Maturin ere we 
perished of hunger. The sun had gilded the lofty 
ascent before us long before the camp was stirrings 
whci3^ having enjoyed a salutary rest of about 
fourteen hours^ at the base of the lowest mountain 
of the chaiu^ where we had bivouftcked^ 1 arose re*^ 
freshed^ and comparatively strongs and my brother 
officers were the same. After a substantial break&st 
we proceeded upwards^ having provided ourselves 
with a sufficiency of food to last us with moderation 
several days. That part of the branch of the Cor* 
dillera which we had to cross, was^ by the compu- 
tation of the country^ about nine thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, though perhaps not 
more than eight thousand from the base^ as the 
ground gradually rises at every step from the sea 
as you proceed inland* There was another link 
of the same chain a little to the right of our road^ 
which was considered twelve thousand feet high; 
'but as we had no means of correctly ascertaining 
the height of them ourselves, we could only judge 
by the reports of the Creole officers, which, I should 
think, were not very much exaggerated. 

I had beard frequently of the grandeur and sub- 
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limity of the views from less elevated points^ and 
wished^ if possible^ to gain the extreme height of the 
loftiest of those before us ; and supposing^ from the 
slow progress made by the division, that by a mode« 
rate degree pf exertion I could accomplish my ob- 
ject without being left far behind J at once made up 
my mind to attempt it, if I could get a companion. 
In this I was disappointed^ as .no person would 
venture with me^ not even of the natives^ who all 
declared that no Indian or Creole had ever gone so 
fi^r ; and added^ that the cold was so intense^ that 
if I even reached the summit a deep sleep iKrould 
steal over me^ from which I should never awaken ; 
it being still more likely that I should lose ray 
footings and descend hes^dlong before I gained 
the top. Colonel Stopford^ who wished very much 
io accompany me, but was prevented by lameness 
and excessive debility^ wagered me a dinner^ to 
be eaten at Maturing that I dared not go alone. I 
^accepted it, and agreed to plant a flag-staff with c 
the Independent colours fixed on it^ as a proof of 
my success. 

Taking an extra cloak^ which had belonged 
to a mai) who had died the preceding tiight^ 
arid a broken lance to assist me in climbing, 
I left the division^ having my rifle an4 the flag- , 
staff slung over my shoulder with my provisions^ 
and accompanied by my dog> which would not stay 
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behind me. I separated from my coi&paiiions 
aboat noon^ and pursuing a nearer direction to 
the point I was making for^ left them to the left, 
and before it was dark I had nearly lost sight of 
them. 1 slept about four hours, after haying 
drawn upon my stock of provisions, and as I had 
now regularly two meals a day, I was acquiring 
strength hourly. I travelled all the next day, 
taking little rest, being apprehensive that if I lost 
too much time I should not overtake the division ; 
and being without a guide or food in an unknown 
country, I should have been in an awkward situa- 
tion. I found the temperature vary considerably 
as I increased my ascent, and at night it was very 
warm, but a refreshing breeze passing over the 
spot where I lay, made it agreeable. At dawn of 
day I again set forward, and taking advantage of 
an easier path winding to the left, obtained a view 
of my military friends, who were still proceeding, 
though much below me. I was now relieved from 
all fear of being left behind, as I was certain that 
I could reach the furthest extremity I wished to 
arrive at nearly as soon as they could arrive at the 
top of the part they were crossing. On perceiving 
them I discharged my rifle, which produced one of 
the most powerful echoes I ever heard, reverbe- 
rating from rock to rock for a long time. It was 
answered by the firing of ten or twelve muskets. 
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the reports of which were rendered by the echo 
equal to those of as many twelve-pounders. 

I found the air grow colder as I advanced, after 
ten a.m. of this the third day, and iTiy down at 
night amidst large flakes of snow, with which the 
summits of the Andes are continually covered. 
There was a slight fall of it, occasioned by the 
wind driving it from the higher parts ; but being 
under the lee of a crag, it drifted over me, and 
my couch was free from it. In the morning the 
sun shone vividly, though the cold increased to 
severity; but I had the satisfaction of knowing 
that before another night I should be at the ex- 
treme point of elevation, unless accident pre- 
vented me. Thinking I had better start early 
enough to enable me to descend below the place 
where 1 then reposed, to sleep the next night, I did 
not repose more than two hours. On resuming my 
journey, 1 found that 1 had the most laborious part 
of it to perform, and in spite of my endeavours to 
conceal it from myself, I felt that my strength 
was gradually diminishing. The ascent was now, 
for some distance, almost perpendicular, and the 
face of the mountain composed of the species of 
stone I have before spoken of. Its sharp edges 
soon cut through the flimsy covering I had on my 
feet, which was merely a piece of cloth, and the 
half-closed gashes inflicted upon them at the com- 
mencement of our march were re-opened. The 
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bjlood VBS frozep \>pfQTP it could )freU emerge fropi 
them, and the pain w^ |;hen lost in the jb^^nupi^ipg 
s^ns9.tion preated by the cold. My ha^ods ijrere 
also l^perated by tlij^se p^crescences^ as I was 
neqeiji^anily corppelled to catc^ hold of th.em ^.t 
times for support.-- At six a.m. I found myself on 
a plain grad^ally inc^ning from east to )f @st^ an4 
Q:|pte|[|ding abput ^ m|le in lengthy and three- 
quarter? of ja mile in breadth. I ran across it to 
r^^of e myself to a necessary degree of w^rmth^ 
^d c^^ tq fhp foot of another rock^ as upright ^s 
the last^ bi|t mor^ ^epgthy. This was the worst of 
^U^ ai^d n^jifstliayie occupied me at le^t five hpurs ifi 
th^ lascent ; although I ^^4 ^9W no n^esois of as- 
i^r^a^nii^g the tin^e^ ^^ my watch |iad stopped^ aii4 
uppR e^amin^tipn lyhep J re?iche4 Maturin, J found 
tlje ipaivgpf ifig )}ad flpif a iqtp several pieces^ Qwu^g 

tft t^9 <?pM- 
Jt 5f a§ iwrhije fiUfloilfipg tljis rock t^at I fijrst px- 

pierieftced t^ strong if^clinsition tp ;?lepp, >¥hjch 

the Creoles h^d cautioned ine against ]^t was 

ye|:y troublesome, and scarcely rj^s^stible, apd at 

tivfies }. cpttl4 not sh^ke it off without iuQ jqtufg 

pain .pn myself^ lyhich I did Py st^ikipg the shaft 

of the Uijicp against py forphea4. The wind wa§ 

blowing strong from t\^e westward, and J h^ 

taken the precautipp riepommended by t]ie natives^ 

to envelop my heac^ and n^ck warmly, ^qd keep 

v\y fac^ werted frow it ; jbut when the tendency 



iif ppLOMjfi^. 147 

to g^ffP inpjre^sed too violeptljr, I jtttrpe4 )tov}ra|-^§ 
tjjp blsisf^ y^iiich causecj a sharp pain li^^ fh^^ 
^hich fol josys a sm^rt Jai^h of a w^ij?^ and bani5bp4 
drpw^ipe^s for some minute^. Jh^ highly f 9f efipd 
5^ir operated so powerfully ypon my lut^g?, apd 
caused such an opprpsgipn, tijat J was under tl^e 
necessity of ^^toppjpg at every tpn qp twelve paces 
to gain l^re^th ; but on tthe slightest cessation of 
motiop a chill, wj^ich affected every fibre, came 
over fpe, )vhi.ch was succeeded by the desire to 
repft^e. To prppee)(J w.^ ^^pf^Qtipie? fu^posfsiblej 
and |;p §tay was dapg^rpjj^j | theyefori? Ijepitg^^ed 
to ^0 farther, bu|: fe^jpg ijo wisfi to l^e l^ipgbed 
at for relinquishipg my pr^qjept, I ^^|1 went on. 
On surqaounting thi§ stepp, wjjfcti jjj^d Mrg|][-nig|f 

baffled m^ I found anp^i^r p]l^p> )Tfr^f P I \^At?A 
to replace the covering qi» j^y ffet. ^bout thj^ 
cjBntrp of it was a smalj Qf^ey, ^h\Q\i ^3.4 ^P^fJ 
evidently formed by one of ^}}osj^ ivc4canic efflp- 
tions so ppo^mon in the Ande^. Fjfpvfi t^e ^ppgar^ 
aucQ of it^ it must Ijave J^een buru^4 P^^ 5^r 
veral year^, bjft ]the streams of lav^ yvere stj^i 
visible in many places, i^j^d whj^fe the ^pow had 
partially melted, several chi^^ejs iC0ul4 be spen 
i^^led wifh \t Tf?e crater exhibftpd »f)^|fjg 
remarkable, except its ama?iing dpptf); wlffc^ 
W3S far greater cpmparatjyejly ^^n t^aj pf ^o^ 
Vesuvius. 

I h^4 ppw af pve4 ^ t]^ fogi pf ^ |as^ rpck, 

L2 
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which was in a more sloping position than the 
previous ones, and consequently easier of access. 
After two hours I attained the height of my aerial 
trip, but so wearied that I could not resist the 
temptation of sitting down a few minutes. Here I 
remarked that the dozing sensation first came upon 
my canine compagnon de voyage, but either he 
had more self-command than his master, or it did 
not assail him so heavily. He seemed to have 
an instinctive dread of its effects, for theinstant he 
felt his eyelids drooping he jumped up, and shook 
himself violently, and then sat down, placing his 
nose between his paws to shelter it from the 
wind. On one occasion the sagacity of this faith- 
ful animal certainly preserved me. I had sunk 
into the deadly slumber so far as to lose all recol- 
lection, when I was startled by his loud bark, 
accompanied by a rough scratching on my breast. 
Alarmed at the narrow escape I had, I arose 
directly, and the affectionate creature expressed 
the greatest joy when I did so, dancing round 
me, and licking my hands with amazing fondness 
as I gratefully patted him. It was now at least 
ten hours since I had breakfasted, and I partook 
sparingly of my stock of beef, having little appetite 
after such excessive exertion ; I also gave some to 
my four-footed friend to amuse himself with while 
I looked around me. 
The region was such, that I am confident no 
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human being could exist in it more than two or 
three hours, even with the severest exercise; I 
was therefore as hasty as possible in my obser- 
vations. Looking downwards I could plainly trace 
the majestic Oronoco through all its serpentine 
windings and its several branches^ the various 
cities on its banks appearing like dark spots^ in 
which no particular object could be distinguished. 
Cumana and Barcelona were the most distinct^ and 
Maturin was also discernible, round which the vast 
plain appeared like a desert in miniature. Beyond 
the ocean could be seen the islands of Margarita, 
Trinidad/ &c. like specks on an immense white 
sheet. The view beneath has, however, but few 
beauties, and soon fatigues the eye. It is on the 
soul-striking wonders of the CordiQera itself that 
the observer is induced to dwell, and which I 
regret my inability to portray. The most gigantic 
descriptive powers would be requisite to do justice 
to the subh'mity which assails the eye and . fixes 
the mind in this spirit-stirring situation, even while 
the body is writhing under the most excruciating 
^gony, and worn down by want and incessant 
toil ; — which can hold the thoughts in silent and 
reverential contemplation, surrounded by an at- 
mosphere in which, without an almost superna- 
tural excitement, life is not to be maintained. 
The whiteness which alike overtops the hiD and 
covers the valley, spreads a delusive brilliancy 
over the whole; and when the fierce rays of the 
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undlduded sdri b^ani iti tesplenaerit fcHghtness 
tipoii II, tKe fefiefct is too dkzzlitig for the sight ib 
eiiduf e, kud pf 6c(ilces a temfibrary degree of blind- 
iefes, attettded with |)airi. The extreme fcold, 
H^i^erthelfess, ilnparts a surprising li^httiess and 
felatsticity to th6^ frame'. I felt as if it were easy to 
tedtiiit thrbugh the alir, kiid feven foiinci it trouble- 
i^dme to keep my feet on the rock. This sensation 
is pi-ob'dbly heightened, if not caused, fey the 
pifecuUar bud;^atfcy of the haind in such a situation, 
which seem^ td ^cerid with the eye the spiral 
suhitiiitlSt stnd kbriifft tferminatidiis of the uplifted 
fcragsi tb bvfeVleap the stupendous barriers arid 
j^d^ning chal^riis betwfeens arid to descend thfe pef- 
llendicijiisltprfecipices, as it eageH^glailces at teacli. 
itofckiS heapfed iipoh rbctj?, mbiTntains pilea \ip6h 
moiiiitSin^, incessantly rise in one hiige chain, till . 
tiie s'][)ect^tdf fancies the iltirioist limits of vision 
^te gained, or that the terminating link is now 
Seen; but just as tlie speculation is abdiit to 
close, aiibther indre gfaiid, arid more terrific, peers 
tbroiigll tli^ hiklitle of light tapduring clouds by 
which it has been |)&rtially enveloped. Above, tlie 
ktf wks of k cied\r cet^ulean tint j in sdriie places 
bekiitifuily stteikfed, kiid. ^arifed with a bnght sil: 
very htie, ktid d pale delicate Straw colour. The 
ihedltitii throogh whifch It is Seen from tliis lofty 
katidfi; i§ kt kH tiiries perfectljr free from the 
density of sltfiidsphere T^hich bb^ciifes the view 
from the tirditiftrt letfel of the fearth; 
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Gazing updh a firiiament bf endless space, I 
was Imperceptibly led into k feeling df awe aiid 
admiration of the iliagnificfeiit wbrks of the Creatdr, 
and into a setitithent of piou^ rilelkiibholjr by thfe 
Ibnelihess id which I then stood. I have iiever 
experlehfced any Solitude at all approaching td thisi. 
The sileiicfe of scenes titoi-e dbHle^tic and faitii- 
liar, but faiiitly represerits its thrillirig stillness. 
The drear ;^ wildness imposes lipfdn the mind a 
'Widely different feeling in eise df the ^ei^ht df 
thought which ihvoliiritarilj^ krises and dpprfessfes it, 
to that which is entertained ^heh kniidst objects 
Ifess dresld-inspiririg. Here is a soleinn graiidetir, 
which involuntarily exalts the j^oul into elevated 
eontemplsltidn^ tdtally opposite to the peadeful Sen- 
sations which the hiiiid enjoyS iii those calmer scehes 
df Quietude where it is allowed, krid tedpted to 
thiiik with fcoitiposurei. I stood high dbovfe kll 
creatfed Hfb j thfe sdle hum&in tfenaht bf a l-egiofa 
^hich the' ^darihg pitiidn of the feSiglfe had^tiever 
rfeached ; whei-e the fddtstfep df the tnotiht^in 
^odt had tie ver been impHrrted ; and whferb^ ih all 
htiman probability, nian had never before inttuddd. 
It was some raihWtes ere I fcould quietly tionktti- 
|>late the clbiidless face of the? hefilvens, ptlt-e tts 
the vast exteiit df show around nife,* bUt when I 
\Vks suffefciently collected t6 do so; I wks ttiorfe 
ihari aiilpiy rejikid for the toll I had Tirtdfergohe 
to acfc.bmlilish H. Nd lahgddge ckri ftdet(«ktely 
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clepict the tumultuous feelings which pervade the 
breast in such a scene ; they may be forcibly felt, 
but cannot be described. All earthly passions 
are lost — all temporal considerations vanish — the 
thoughts are occupied in a more laudable and 
elevated train of reflection ; man forgets the in- 
justice of man^ his own vain wants^ and still vainer 
wishes. The soul uplifts itself to heaven, eager 
to relinquish the world and its miseries ; rejoices 
to find itself so near the abode of innocence and 
truths and turns^ when the fond illusion is past^ to 
the familiar things of human life — its ambition^ its 
cares^ and its fleeting happiness — with sorrow^ 
humiliation^ and disgust. 

I continued absorbed in meditation till the in- 
crease of pain disturbed me from my reverie, when 
I found my fellow-traveller had been enjoying his 
bone with as much delight, though of a difierent 
nature, as I had the situation and the ideas which it 
inspired. It was curious to observe how he avoided 
getting chilled, or overpowered by sleep. When- 
ever he found himself afiected he threw the bone 
as far away as possible, and ran roxmd it till warm^ 
and then resumed his operations anew. I now 
planted my flag-staff, and hoisted the Venezuelan 
flag of liberty upon it, and prepared to rejoin my 
military friends. Replacing my rifle and knapsack 
over my shoulder, 1 commenced my descent, which 
I found less hazardous than I had expected ; for 
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although it was in some parts nearly perpendicular, 
the excrescences were so numerous and large that 
but little danger existed of fallings though my feet 
again suffered. The labour was triflings and my 
breath but little affected. I w^nt down to the 
foot of the second rock, which had ^lone cost me 
five hours to scramble up, in less than two, and 
slept in the place where I had reposed two nights 
before. 

The seventh morning after my separation from 
^the division I rejoined it safe and well, to the sur- 
prise of my friends, as it was slowly plodding its 
weary way over the plain of Maturin. Our route 
lay now over the beautiful sandy level which ex- 
tends above three hundred miles, and we traversed 
it with comparative ease and celerity. After three 
days we arrived within sight of the sppt where the 
warlike town of Maturin formerly stood, but which 
was now only marked by irregular rows of mud- 
built hovels. The sixth day was far advanced 
when we entered it, and owing to its insignificant 
size and poverty, we had a difficult task to procure 
quarters of any kind. 

The ill-fated brigade was labouring under an 
attack of intermittent fever and ague, the inevi- 
table, consequence of being so continually im- 
mersed in water ; and all tke men, with very few 
exceptions, were affected with it. There was a 
small hospital here, consisting merely of two 
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square plots of ground^ enclosed with mud walls, 
as apologies for rooms, without flooring, which 
from its dampness was ill calculated for their 
reception. Bad as it was, as many as it could 
contain huddled into it, by the direction of Gene- 
ral Urdenetta, where, being suffered to remain 
without the least regard to cleanliness or comfort^ 
in a few days they presented a shocking spectacle 
of human misery. Dirt, disease, and famine were 
the reward of the services of men who had left 
their country to embark in the desperate cause of 
those who now so ill requited them. Many were 
lodged in the worst hovels of the towii, where they 
were left to perish, unless tne poor inhabitants 
could aid theiri. Few or none oif the cases were 
dangerous in themselves, had there been a supply 
of niediciiies ; but the skill of the medical officers, 
who were numerous and highly talented, was ren- 
dered nugatory by a total absence of every neces- 
sary article, not only for restoring the health and 
strength of the iheii, biit for prolonging their ex- 
istehcei Trie complaints of the British officers to 
Urdenetta were loud and repeated, biit availed 
them hothitig; and, a^ a last resource, ihey re- 
presented the dreadful situation ol" iheir nieii to 
General Rbxas, wrio ilieii commanded tn^ cav^lfy 
of the plaiiis, and he caused d hiimber of wild 
ihiiles, torses, aiid caitle, io be catight, iritefldlfi^ 
^oihe of tUg Mtei M but iitifaiediai^ \ik^, tod iHfe 
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others to be sent to Margarita to be bartered for 
medicine^ wine, shoes, and stores for the division. 
It was now confidently hoped, that their suffer- 
ings would be alleviated; bui Urdenetta, in whose 
name the cattle had been sent to Margarita, had 
the inhumanity to give instructions that the pro- 
duce should be appropriated to the purchase of 
wines y stores, and uniforms , for his own use ; and it 
was heart-rending to behold so many gallant fellows 
pining and dying through the selfishness and cu- 
pidity of their commander. 

I had myself been seized with the fever and 
ague, and should have been in the same plight 
as the troops and many of the officers, but that 
in the little cabin which afforded me shelter, 
dwelt an old Indian woman, with her son and 
daughter, who attended me with a degree of 
kindness and solicitude which would have done' 
honour to any country. They prescribed for me 
the native remedy, which is simply rubbing a 
boiled lime, divided in halves, on the back and 
loins every morning and evening, from which 
I received wonderful benefit. In a few days, with 
the help of the bark of the country, which is 
called there ^^ quin-quina," * and a good consti- 
tution, I was as well as ever. I recommended the 
same mode of treatment to the consideration of 

* Of precisely the same species as the Peruvian bark. 
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the surgeons^ who did not attach any importance 
to it, but consented to a trial because nothing 
else was at hand ; and to their surprise several of 
the most obstinate cases were yielding to it, and 
many of a slighter nature cured, when some stores 
, were sent from Angostura by General Arismendez, 
and the disease was overcome. Maturiu being 
the intended halting place of the division till 
orders should be received from the Congress as 
to its future operations, we had to remain there 
until these commands should arrive. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Unhappy Fate of the Town of Maturin — Horrible Cruelties of General 
Morillo to the Inhabitants — Similar Treatment of Aragne^^Bar- 
barities of Monteverde and Boves — General Roxas and his Cavalry 
— Kindness of General Arismendez to the Author — Vigorous 
Policy of that General as Vice-president of Venezuela — ^Want of 
Discipline and Patriotism of the Lower Classes of Creoles — 
Popularity of General Paez — Ship-budders^ their Cupidity^ and 
how remedied by General Arismendez — General Urdenetta su- 
perseded — Greneral Marino— Nefarious Conduct and fraudulent 
Proceedings of General Devereux — Unhappy Fate of the Troops 
raised by him — Present Situation of that unprincipled Adven- 
turer. 

Maturin was formerly one of the first cities in 
Venezuela, and was the favourite resort of the 
wealthy inhabitants, till the revolutionary war 
commenced, when this city, which was suspected 
of containing many persons attached to the cause 
pf independence, was made the first object on 
which the Spaniards wreaked their vengeance. It 
was attacked and defended with much obstinacy, 
but was at length overcome ; and the Royalists, 
immediately after gaining possession, finding that 
they could not maintain it without a large garrison, 
which they could not then spare, burned it to the 
ground, and left not one building standing. Here 
General Morillo practised some of his demoniacal 
acts of barbarity upOn the inhabitants who fell into 
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his faands. Many of the principal families had 
escaped ; and as it was known that they were im- 
mensely rich, and the amount of property which 
had fallen into hi$ bands not answering his ex- 
pectations^ he supposed their wealth had been 
buried, as it was next tp i^ipossible that they 
could have taken it with them. Under this idea he 
caused all the domestics that could be found to be 
collected^ and tortured in the most cruel manner^ in 
order to make them confess what they knew of the 
m^tter^ apd among other qieans employed the fol- 
lowing. He had all the soles of their feet literally 
cut pff, and caused large quantities of sand to be 
procured from the neighbouring plain^ which he 
h^d hpatefl ^ ho^ ais it pou)d be x^^(\^^ ai^ forced 
i\lp wretchetjf cre^lfjre^ to wajjc over it in their la- 
cerated state. There were m^ny pf thepe victipi$ 
to h js briutajjiy livings a|; J^ajpf^n when the division 
enter,ed it, whp bpre th^ ifjdelil^le fflarks of these 
tortures, affording indisputable evidence a? to their 
commission, ^k^y were pl^iefly ^yooaen, an<J the 
kllfd old d^e yf}^ w^om I Ipdged, and who had 
fpf fl[ierly bg^^n ^ servi^ jto the goveroor of |;h,e 
city, was ppe pf them. ^ 

The toiyp was spl?seque»t|y pljuil): f^i^ice, l^jift 
each tiuje shared the same fate, as di4 the peace- 
ful town of Aragne, beajijylifgl^y situated af the 
l)pttom pf the last moiiptaift of tl?p br^pch of the 
Cordillera; but whf cjj, upojj f ts being re)bif^||; ^ ijpcpnd 



pmPf yr»s allowed to remg^n. In th^ Ijitfpf pUpp 
ppjy q. few imjjilated perppn? weire left to rpve^.} 
the dreadful f^^ of f»ost of theif neigbtours and 
rkipdre^, wiip ^^epe put tp deatlj in tfje njpst ):}ar- 
^arpus w^ys tjiajt ipgenuilty cpjild fjeyi^ie. J Ifprg 
alsQ §ayv spyeral wpipen y\rhpse p^vs and npses hac^ 
beei> put off, tl^eir eyes jtprn frpfp tbejr spck^ts^ 
their to^gye§ cut oijjt, ap4 tbp soles of their feet 
pared by the orders pf Montpyerde, ^ Spanish hrig^- 
djpr-gpyieraj. This wretpl?^ wifjf the exception of 
]V|priilo, \y^ ^If p n)p?t .$apgpipary pf f|^p Spanish coift- 
manders^ apd lexcplJecjl a|l pf f:|»pni in pprfidy. He 
iraised the polQqrp|i pppplatipn against the white, 
the fflj^yes agaipst ^eff flaasters, gfving them rank 
apd wpoltb }f\ prppprjtion tp i]^e numbef they 
killed, and requiring^ ai? pfpofs of their services, tjie 
hpadi^ pf t^pir yictiif^. Bpyes, pinother of thpse 
monsters^ who pubs,equently pommapded in thip 
prpvipce, vied |p sayagepess yyith Montevprde ; but 
Y^e ypejt his <^ea|:lj bpforp |ps career was su^ciently 
extendpjd |;p p.qual hi^ pfedecpsgpr. He liea^eid 
an pp^ucpessfi^l attempt to jt^Jcp M^tprin, ipppn 
who§e pl^^ips bis army ^pfferpcj a pig»al dpfp^t, 
and lip hifoepff w^s tfppgfif ei[| with a |^p by the 
band of Pepef4 ppy^g. Tfjp pjjvalry qHhk PJ^- 
tpnsiye plain havp i^ilways be^p distinguisj^ed for 
their bravery, when calli^d out uij^der tbp com- 
ipand of Ro^a^, jiyho is a negro of the 6ambo 
tribe. He is a brave pian, and b^ fppgbt stfppp- 
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ously for the Independent cause^ but is perfectly 
illiterate, not being able to read or write. He 
obtained his rank in common with many others, 
who are indebted to the Revolution for their pre- 
sent enjoyments. He now resides at Maturin, of 
which he is the military governor. He is gene- 
rous and hospitable^ and partial to the British, to 
whom he rendered all the service he could when 
needed. At the east end of the town of Maturin 
is erected a high and extensive platform, capable 
of holding 1000 men, on which is mounted a gun 
of extraordinary length and calibre, which, upon 
the approach of a hostile force, is generally loaded 
with old nails, pieces of iron, flint stones, and any 
other missile at hand, and seldom fails of sweeping 
the enemy down in great numbers. 

I had taken the first opportunity of writing to 
General Arismendez, to inform him of my removal 
from the Santa Rosa by the admiral, and had 
requested his advice as to my future proceedings. 
The same conveyance had taken a formal state- 
ment of the whole conduct of Urdenetta as their 
commander, addressed by the English officers to 
the government, and a memorial praying that an 
efficient officer might be appointed to supersede 
that general. A few days brought an order for 
the immediate attendance of Urdenetta and Co- 
lonel Montilla (whose name had been injudiciously 
mentioned in the statement) at Angostura, to ac- 
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count before the Congress for their behaviour. At 
the same time arrived two of General Aris- 
mendez's servants^ who^ with his usual kindness 
and consideration^ had rapidly despatched them 
with six mules to convey a part of my clothes, 
which had arrived at the capital in the fleet, and 
three hundred dollars for my immediate wants. 
I had ^also the honour of a letter from him, 
in which he desired me to proceed without delay 
to Angostura, as I was wanted on an expedition 
of moment. 

Little time served for preparation, and I de- 
parted from Maturin next morning and reached 
Angostura in three days, where I met with a most 
cordial reception from my patron and his lady. He 
expressed himself much hurt at the behaviour of 
Admiral Brion towards me ; but as the latter had 
such a profusion of wealth, which was at the com- 
mand of the government when it pleased him, it 
was not politic at that moment to agitate the ques- 
tion of his right to take the vessel from me after 
the Congress had confirmed me in the command 
of it, as such a proceeding might very likely have 
occasioned an open rupture. 

Arismendez was now at the head of the country, 
and in the absence of the president held the reins 
of government completely in his own hands; and 
fortunate would it have been for the interests of 
the Republic if he ^ had been allowed to retain 

VOL. I. M 
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them, bat party^spirit and that rancorous jealousy 
whioh has ever proved the bane of Colombia oc-^ 
easioned his removal before he had time to complete 
the Well-planned arrangements he had in progress. 
When he was first elected vice-president, he 
found the affairs of the state in the most ruinous 
disorder which can be imagined. There was no 
regularly organized force in the country except 
the British legion ; and all that the Republic had 
then to meet the Royalists^ who numbeted about 
6000 good troops, were the straggling bands of 
guerillas^ under Colonel Montes; about 600 of 
the same description under General Bermudez; 
300 inferior cavalry^ under General Monargas; 
thd cavalry of General Roxas> and a small force 
tinder General Marino. . To unite these forces, 
amounting in all to but little more than 3000> 
was> from their itinerant habits^ a matter of im«* 
possibility; and to obtain the services of a great 
portion of them in a case of the most extreme 
urgency^ was almost equally so, Unless the enemy 
chanced to be close at hand. Not being regularly 
embodied^ and seldom receiving pay, they partook 
more of the nature of irregular militia^ who would 
return to their homes whenever they thought 
proper^ and serve only when it pleased them. 
Having no pecamary inducement from their own 
government, they felt no great desire to fight for 
ijts cause* Liberty they cared Jittle about; and I 
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am convinced if the Spaniards could have tempted 
them with mdney^ they would as cheerfully hfeivd 
shed the blood of their own countrymen as they 
would have fought in their defeiloe. They <inly 
seamed to entertain one desire^ which was that 
Of enriching themselves, and of |)re8erving theii* 
booty undisturbed. When the royal army hap-» 
pened to approa€h their own provinces^ they would 
resist it^ but would never^ if they could avoid 
it^ serve beyond the precincts of theit own 
home i and whetever they have done so^ the offi-* 
cer^ have been compelled to tie them tdgether, 
like horses, and literally drag tfadm^ or drive them 
at the point of the lance to the scene of action^ 
I will here relate otie or two instatices of desert 
tion^ which will mdrd fully illustrate the feelings 
entertained by the lower olasses in Vdnmuela to^ 
wards the cause of indepetideifiee than volomes of 
assertions. 

General Marino wished to tAhe pirt of the gw^ 
rillas under Colonel Montes^ with his own fdfw^ 
in ordet to attack the enemy who wefd iipprooch^ 
iog Barcelona. For this purpose all the men in 
Cumartacoa afid the pails adjacent were sum- 
moned to appear under arms on a eertaiif day^ but 
weife kept In ignorance as io the parpose for 
which they were Wantedi Wheti the parade w4s 
formed^ those who wer^ destined to march were 
ordered into the c^asa fbrte/ wberd they were 

M2 
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locked up till the following day, when they were 
tied together in files with ropes, of which there 
not being sufficient at hand, the entrails of bul- 
locks were used as a substitute. In this manner 
they moved off; but before they reached the 
head-quarters of Marino, not more than a third 
of them were left, and those soon after found 
means to decatip. On such occasions their return 
to their native province is welcomed with great 
cordiality, and thpy are received with more eclat, 
for their well-timed escape, than would be 
awarded to them for the greatest act of valour 
they could display. Arismendez also at one 
time, after immense labour, got together above 
2000 mulattoes, with the intention of organiz- 
ing them in the manner of the British troops, 
with whom they were intended to serve, and pro- 
cured scarlet jackets from the stores to . clothe 
them, thinking such an ornament would be an in- 
ducement for them to continue in the service. At 
night they were surrounded by the British legion, 
to prevent their escape ; but as soon as the troops 
were asleep in the camp, which was at the top of 
an eminence, the rush do wnwards was like the burst- 
ing forth of a body of water, and in the morning not 
one of them was to be found. All were gone, and 
what was worse, the red jackets along with them. 
Such was the force destined to support the glo- 
riou'is cause of liberty in Venezuela. Without dis- 
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cipline^ necessary arms, or clothing ; with officers 
incomparably ignorant of military tactics, and 
themselves without the least anxiety for the suc- 
cess of their country. Added to these were the 
troops under General Paez, which were by far the 
best ; yet so low was the ebb of patriotism, that 
nearly the whole of them had served under the 
Spanish generals, but the great hospitality of 
Paez induced them to join the Independent stan- 
dard. . These, which amounted to about 3000, . 
could always when they pleased hold Morillo in 
check ; and their incursive mode of warfare was 
particularly annoying to him whenever he took up 
his quarters in their vicinity. They were at this 
time in New Grenada, with Bolivar. 

In order to remedy this deficiency of troops, 
Arismendez had formed a plan of raising a brigade 
of 4000 men, consisting of Creoles, Sambos, and 
Indians, by a sort of conscription, and was suc- 
ceeding as well as could be desired. Half the 
brigade was completed, with very few desertions ; 
for having taken every precautionary measure to 
prevent the final escape of any who. were so in- 
clined, those who made the first attempt were re- 
taken and executed in the presence of the remain- 
der, which, together with the promised rewards, 
retained them in, the service. He also found in the 
stores of the capital vast quantities of ordnance 
and other stores, which had been purchased in 
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England and the United States at an immense ex- 
pense^ but which had lain a long* time in a con- 
fused mass^ no person knowing or caring what they 
were, although they were at this period so ex- 
tremely requisite. These he had carefully as- 
jBorted and applied to the purposes for which they 
were originally intended. At Angostura there 
was not a single vessel of any description which 
was capable of service, and the trade of the river 
Oronoco was entirely without protection. The 
carpenters taking advantage of the scarcity of 
bands, and the great want of vessels, one and all 
struck for an advance of wages, and refused to 
work till their demand was complied with. Aris- 
mendez, who was not to be thwarted, adopted at 
onee the most likely means of furnishing the state 
with the vessels they needed. He caused four 
or five gallows of a great length to be erected by 
his soldiers, and having assembled all the carpen- 
ters in the city he told them, that unless six flecheras 
(gunt-boats of a peculiar construction) were ready 
for launching in fourteen days, he would hang 
^very one of thepa. It is scarcely necessary to 
add, that they wero finished in the time allotted. 
These and many other things he was engaged in 
completing when he was removed from office; 
and had he but remained in it another year, the 
Republic would have been in a flourishing state. 
Upon the arrival of General Urdenetta at Angos- 
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tura he was arrested by the orders of Aruanendez^ 
together with Colonel Montilla^ and kept in con^ 
finement till the Congress was prepared to hear 
his defence. It may be imagined that Arismendez 
did not forget bis arrest at Margarita, and the 
attempt made to disgrace him ; but whether the 
recollection influenced his conduct on the present 
occasion I cannot say. Urdenetta, however, by the 
united voice of the Congress, was instantly removed - 
from the command of the British legion, and oer* 
tainiy not without ample cause. Colonel MontiUa 
was not disgraced in any way^ as it was clear that 
he had merely acted under the orders of his ge* 
neral^ who could alone be responsible for the effects 
of them ; but as Urdenetta was removed from the 
army^ MontiUa lost his situation as gefe de estadh. 
Urdenetta was superseded by Marino^ a captain* 
general who possessed the most unbounded in- 
fluence in the eastern district, where the division 
was then stationed. In this quarter he could 
always raise an army when no other chief could 
obtain a man ; and he also had the power of ob* 
taining vast supplies of provisions and other neces- 
saries for the troops^ through his connexion with 
the wealthy families. He had been many years 
in the Venezuelan service, and had rendered hini^ 
self on all occasions remarkably conspicuous for 
his talents as a member of the senate during the 
time he was of the Congress ; for his great mili* 
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tary skill and undoubted bravery^ as also for his 
warm devotion to the liberty of the Republic, and 
his inflexible integrity. With these qualifications, 
united to his general interest, he was decidedly 
the fittest man to be placed at the head of the Bri- 
tish legion at a juncture when their confidence was 
destroyed by the weakness and dishonourable con- 
duct of their late commander. The Congress 
were very solicitous for his acceptance of the 
office, as they knew it would give the highest sa- 
tisfaction to the country at large, who looked up to 
Marino as the only prop of their falling cause. 

General Marino is of Irish extraction, and is 
allied to the Leinster family. He is said to be the 
heir to a baronetcy, which is now supposed to be 
extinct. He has shown me letters and papers in 
confirmation of this, and has expressed his deter- 
mination of visiting Ireland to claim it, when the 
affairs of Colombia were so far settled as to 
render his absence a matter of no importance. His 
grandfather emigrated to Venezuela many years 
since, and resided there with an only daughter, 
who was united to a Spanish merchant of immense 
w.ealth, and from this marriage, I believe, Marino is 
descended. He is tall and athletic, and has a very 
open countenance, which is a perfect index to his 
mind ; his manners are elegant, and his education 
extensive. His steady adherence to the welfare 
of his country, and his continued opposition to the 
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measures of those who have their own aggrandise- 
ment more, at heart than the future interests of the 
Republic, have entitled him to the esteem and 
regard of the patriotic portion of his countrymen ; 
while, on the other hand, it has rendered him 
extremely obnoxious to the party to whom be has 
been opposed, who have been incessant in their 
attempts to lower his consequence. 

About this time, the expedition which created so ! 
much noise, termed the ^^ Irish Legion,^^ was, by ad- 
vices recently received from General Devereux, the 
promoter of the scheme^ expected to arrive at Marga- 
rita, This person i^ of Irish parentage, and himself 
a native of Ireland. His father took a very active 
part in the scenes which characterised the last 
dreadful rebellion which agitated that country, and 
finally suffered the extreme penalty of the law as 
a punishment for his interference. The junior 
Devereux, of whom I now speak, was during a 
great part of his life engaged in a petty mercantile 
way, in various parts of the United States, whither 
the chief part of his family had fled, in order to 
save themselves from the powerful arm of the 
law. During his engagements in trade, he 
made frequent visits both to* England and Ireland, 
whereby he contrived to get acquainted with 
some of the most respectable merchants of both 
countries. In 1815 he went to Carthagena, where 
he saw Bolivar, to whom he represented his ability 
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to raise a legion^ provided securities were given 
him; but some misunderstanding arose between 
Bolivar and himself^ which delayed any arrange- 
ment. Afterwards he was invited to bring a body 
of men to the country by Bolivar, to which he paid 
no attention, until he found that General English 
had completed his contract with the Republic of 
Venezuela, for the formation of his brigade ; and 
then the fertile imagination of Devereux sug- 
gested ta him a scheme on the same principle, 
by which a considerable sum of money might be 
pocketed. , 

Having formed his plan, this specious adventurer 
proceeded to Angostura, and made known to the 
Congress his intention of forming a legion in Ire- 
land. He assured them that his unlimited influence 
in that country would enable him to raise a body 
of troops greater in number than the British legion, 
and that he could, from his own resources, ^ ade- 
quately fit theiq out, and transport them there to 
the depot, provided an ample recompense were 
guaranteed him. These representations induced 
the government and the President Bolivar to listen 
to his proposal ; and they agreed, that when the 
oountry was in a situation to satisfy the claims of 
those who assisted it in its arduous struggle, they 
would not only reimburse him for all the expenses 
of the levy and outfit, but would make him an 
allowance for his life, and bestow on him the rank 
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of general of division, if he fulfilled his proposals} 
the latter to be assumed when he came out with 
his troops. 

These things being secured to him by the 
written contract of the Republic, signed by Boli- 
var, in the name of the Congress, he immediately 
departed for Ireland; and upon his arrival in 
Dublin, represented to the mayor, corporation, 
and principal inhabitants, that he was created 
a general by the Venezuelan Congress, in consi^ 
deration of the services he had performed for the 
Republic ; and that he was authorised to raise a 
body of three thousand men or more (the number 
to be regulated by his own judgment). He added, 
that he was further empowered to dispose of com- 
missions in the Independent service, to all who 
wished to purchase them at the same rate as those 
of the British service were sold at, the pay in 
South America being much morej while there 
was a certain prospect of realizing a handsome 
fortune in a very short space of time. His coun* 
trymen, naturally warm and enthusiastic, unsus- 
piciously received him- with all the marks of atten- 
tion and respect due to one who had disinterest- 
edly engaged in so noble a cause, and for a long 
time he shared their greatest .hospitality. A public 
dinner was given soon after his arrival, to which 
he was Invited, and requested to state the nature 
of the service, hovf }ie intended tQ effect the 
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completion of the legion, and what assistance he 
could be rendered in the undertaking. 

Devereux, who was eminently endowed with 
that sort of eloquence which can paint the cause 
of liberty in glowing colours, and make a pow- 
erful appeal to warm feelings, like those of the 
Irish, in support of it, but too well succeeded in 
persuading them that he was every thing that he 
represented himself to be. Many parents were 
induced to send their children out under his 
promised protection, as candidates for a portion 
of the fame and glory he had so warmly anticipated 
as the future lot of those who embarked with him. 
Numerous were the applications made by, the 
younger male branches of respectable families, 
who were fired with the idea of military fame, 
for commissions ; to whom, professing to favour 
those who came first, he sold them at what he 
termed a lower price than the injunctions he had 
received from the Congress had enjoined him to do. 
By these means he obtained at the onset about 
sixty thousand pounds, all of which he appropri- 
ated to his own iise. As there were many young 
men who had the inclination, though they possessed 
not the ability to purchase at the price demanded, 
rather than disappoint their hopes of glory and 
crush their patriotic feelings,, he kindly., sold 
them commissions for any sum they could raisQ, 
and actually induced many junior officers, whom 
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his plausibility had worked upon, to part with those 
which they then held in the British service^ and 
expend every guinea of the produce in the pur- 
chase of his own fabrications, and the necessary 
equipments for their voyage. Various forms of 
commissions were printed on parchment, and 
filled up by the secretary of the general, and 
signed by the latter as authorised by Bolivar. 
These were distributed according to the purse of 
the applicant, his usual practice being, when a 
young man asked for an ensigncy, to advise him to 
the purchase of a rank much higher ; and in several 
instances young lads of eighteen and nineteen, 
just emerged from the hands of their tutors, were 
induced to buy majorities and colonelcies in regi- 
ments which never existed but in the imagination 
of the soi'disant general. 

Having thus gained as much money as he pos- 
sibly could in Ireland, he employed various per- 
sons as recruiting Serjeants, to raise men for the 
Venezuelan service, and then proceeded to Liver- 
pool under the pretence of chartering ships to 
convey them to the scene of action, but in reality 
to create the same sensation there as he had pre- 
viously done in Dublin, and to increase the 
number of his dupes. Here he also was but too 
successful. Many young men sacrificed all they 
could get to his unbounded rapacity, and ultimately 
their lives, to the hardships and the rigours of the 
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oliroate to which they were afterwards exposed* 
The effect having subsided in a great measure^ 
in order tQ get rid of his printed forms^ he was at 
length obliged to sell them at reduced prices j and 
it is a fact established beyond a doubt^ that the same 
empty name which . fetched him at the commence-' 
ment of his undertaking the sum of nearly a 
thousatid pounds^ was at the end^ und^r the 
promise of secrecy^ parted with for one and two 
hundred pounds^ and in some instances a majority 
in nubibm was sold fqr eighty pounds. 

Meantime about 2000 men were got together iti 
Dublin^ through the medium of glaring hand-bilb 
posted at every convenient spot. Not weU-disci- 
plined and seasoned troops^ inured to fatigue and 
danger of every descriptiOTi^ like those taken out 
by General English^ but a confused^ heterogeneous 
mass^ varying frdm the pelkSant fresh from the 
ploughshare^ to the artisan^ Whose close> sedentary 
occupation rendered him sickly^ and altogether 
unfit for the active duty of a soldier ; while not one 
of the whole had ever seen a shot fired. These 
were despatched to Liverpool, where they were 
idly strolling about the iowtt for some time ; add 
mi receiving the pay and rations they had been 
led to expect, they committed the most dtiring out* 
rages upon the public buildings, under the impres«- 
sion which was made by an scrtful colleague of their 
commander, that the latter had left money for 
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their maintenabce in the hands of the tnayor of 
the town. The corporation^ however, in consi* 
deration of the cause in which they were to be 
employed, was induced to look over their delin- 
quencies and to repair the injury doiie. At length 
they were embarked in some brigs and small ves* 
sels for Margarita^ with so small a stock of pro- 
visions, that long before they arrived at the des- 
tined p6rt they were ordered on short allowance, 
and by the time they appi*oached the island were 
nearly famished. They were landed; and here, 
to complete the misery of these poor misguided 
beings, they found the yellow fdver raging with 
extraordinary violence. Immense numbers were 
swept off daily, who, from their previously weakened 
state, were unable to bear the effects of the power- 
ful remedies employed on such occlusions; while a 
greater scarcity of provisions prevailed than had 
been felt for years. Upwards of seven hundred and 
fifty thus perished^and atnongthem many fine young 
men who had purchased commissions as before de- 
scribed. So numerous was ibis class of deluded suf- 
ferers^ that had the Republic been obliged, by any 
jprevious agreement with Devereux> to find theln 
the degrees of rank they had so incautiotisly bought, 
they would more ' than have sufficed to furnish 
50,000 men with officers. There were, as it was 
reported, one hundred and sixteen colonels alone, 
and the next inferior grades were nearly as amply 
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provided. The whole of them, to their astonish- 
ment and horror, found that the government had 
never given any authority to Devereux or any 
other individual to dispose of any rank in their ser- 
vice, which, in Colombia, is a practice quite un- 
known ; and many of them having expended 
their last shilling to embark in the cause, were 
reduced to the necessity of selling their clothes 
for present subsistence. These were sacri6ced in 
such an emergency at less than half their value, 
and with the proceeds many of them departed for. 
the United States. There they lingered in a dreadful 
state of wretchedness, until they obtained assistance 
from their friends to reach their respectiye homes; 
no small number of whom died of starvation before 
the necessary relief arrived. 

Devereux had taken care not to go out with 
them to Margarita, but had remained in Ireland and 
£ngland,living sumptuously on the money of which 
he had drained them, until the ebullition had sub- 
sided in South America, and the return home of 
some of the persons he had cheated, placed him 
in imminent danger of either being arrested or 
shot. One or two spirited young men challenged 
him in Dublin, and when he declined to meet 
them, publicly insulted, and, I believe, castigated 
him, but without effecting the object they had in 
view — a meeting. He escaped privately to Liver- 
pool, where he chartered a coal brig to convQy 
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himself and his '^ staff/' as he termed about twenty- 
five or twenty-six persons who had assisted him 
in the furtherance of his plans^ to Margarita, where, 
it subsequently appeared^ that he fully expected 
to be put to death, through some, information he 
received while on his passage. 

The remainder of the men he had sent out, who 
escaped the ravages of the yellow-fever, were 
partly organized at the suggestion of General Eng- 
lish, who was then residing at Margarita in inacti- 
vity. It proved a work of immense labour, although 
aided by the superintendance of General dementi, 
who had been, in the absence of General Aris- 
mendez, appointed governor of the island. It was 
then in contemplation by Arismendez to unite these 
men with the British legion at some convenient 
spot y and had they joined the army then fitting 
out for another campaign, the whole would have 
formed a force more than was requisite to drive 
the entire army of Spain from Colombia. This 
great national advantage was prevented, and the 
scheme frustrated by the folly and capricious 
obstinacy of Admiral Brion, through whose unpar- 
donable misconduct the services of these men were 
almost wholly lost to the Republic. Nearly every 
evil, indeed, that befel the country and its cause, 
during the long and unnecessarily protracted war> 
may be fairly traced to the inconsistent and un- 
reasonable actions of the chiefs, together with their 
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insurmountable jealousy of each other. Without 
the least intention of reducing the credit due to 
the Spanish officers as generals^ to these cruel 
despoilers of their country's honour, may be justly 
ascribed the principal advantages gained by the 
enemy. 

Arismendez having resolved to unite the two 
legions at some place near Cumanacoa^ where the 
necessary arrangements were making for the in- 
tended campaign^ sent instructions to General 
Marino to appoint some officer, on whom he could 
place the utmost reliance, to receive them at Bar- 
celona, and conduct them thither; at the same 
time he desired Admiral Brion to hold the fleet in 
readiness to transport them from Margarita. 
Marino despatched General Bermudez to receive 
the troops, who was nearly taken by the enemy 
in passing their posts in the neighbourhood of 
the Gulf of Curiaco, on his way to the place 
appointed. Upon his arrival at a wood near the 
gulf, he was overtaken by a strong foraging party, 
sent out of the city of Gumana, by whom he was 
quickly surrounded. He had only a body-guard 
of fifty lancers with him, and with these he fought, 
with great determination and good success, on the 
defensive, his principal object being to cut his way 
through them, and fly to the banks of the Oronoco. 
This the Spaniards endeavoured to prevent, and 
his escape for some time seemed doubtful ; but he at 
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length grained his point by a ruse de guerre. Pre* 
tending to make an effort to regain the road by which 
he had come from Cumanacoa^ he thereby drew the 
main strength of the enemy to that jioint. He then 
made a feigned charge^ as if attempting desperately 
to force his way through tbem^ but just before he 
approached them he wheeled suddenly round, and 
dashed through those only who were between him 
and his intended route. Being unprepared to fol«- 
low, they were soon left far behind; and as they were 
composed exclusively of infantry^ they could not 
overtake him^ and he reached Barcelona in safety. 
Here he waited upwards of three weeks in daily 
expectation of receiving the troops^ as did General 
Marino at Cumanacoa; when at length an answer 
was received by the latter from Brion, in which he 
refused to allow his fleet to oonvey them to that 
neighbourhood^ but stated that he should not have 
any objection to transport them to any other pro- 
vince which the Congress might name. The truth 
was^ that Brion was always averse to Marino, and 
had predetermined to do all in his power to thwart 
his views. This circumstance may serve to show 
the spirit of divided interest which at that critical 
time agitated the Republic, and destroyed its best 
means of extrication from the bonds which held it. 
There were scarcely any two chiefs who were 
friendly disposed to each other's welfare j indeed, 
they generally contrived to do all the injury to 
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their rivals tbey possibly . could^ even although 
they knew it would be at their country's expense. 
From this selfish disposition proceeded many un- 
fortunate results^ of which the one I am about to 
relate was far from the least. 

The Irish troops of Devereux being now ready 
for embarkation at Margarita^ of^ which they had 
been in daily expectation for some time, grew rather 
impatient for the commencement of the contest ; 
and as there was unfortunately no scarcity of spirits 
at that moment in the island, they got intoxicated 
in a body, and committed many outrages. Ge- 
neral Clementi necessarily became anxious to get 
rid of them, and to prevent a repetition of these 
excesses, despatched a flechera to seek Admiral 
Brion, with a request that he would take the tur- 
bulent visitors to the scene of action, where they 
might be tamed. Brion accordingly arrived, and 
took ihem on board, in compliance with the wishes 
of General Clementi; but instead of proceeding 
to the port to which the Congress had destined, 
he sailed for Rio de la Hacha, and finally 
landed them a little below that town, under the 
command of the few junior officers who accom- 
panied them; and these, as may be expected, were 
altogether ignorant of their duty, and of the nature 
of the war in which they were about to engage. 
Their first step was to march against Rio de la 
Hacha^ which they did immediately, and either 
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frightened or beat the Spaniards out of it without 
any bloodshed on either side. Here they were in 
good quarters^ and they drank and feasted as long 
as they pleased^ refusing all obedience to their 
oflScers ; . and after all the provisions they found in 
the place were consumed^ they plundered the in- 
habitants^ and finally set fire to the city. Thus they 
left many of the people, for whose defence they had 
engaged to fight, without a home or shelter; their 
ignorance, or their continued* inebriety, not allow- 
ing them to distinguish any difference between the 
natives and their oppressors, the Spaniards. From 
Rio de la Hacha they went to Porto Bello, taking 
in their way one or two inferior towns, which they 
as speedily vacated, leaving them again in the 
hands of the Spaniards. At Porto Bello many of 
them contrived to get on board some small vessels 
which conveyed them to Kingston, in the island of 
JamaicsL, where they were guilty of the same kind 
of excesses as they had committed at their previous 
places* of resort. Being destitute of the means of 
support, they became chargeable to the corpo- 
ration for their subsistence, who, to save the ex- 
pense of such a burthen, were obliged to ship them 
for their homes. By these means about three hun- 
dred of them lived to see Ireland again, which, with 
the exception of about one hundred and fifty who 
went from Porto Bello to Carthagena, where they 
joined the patriot army then besieging that town^ 
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were all that escaped death in some shape or 
other, and that without having struck one blow in 
the cause for which they were raised. Those who 
joined the Independents atCarthagena were formed 
into a battalion with some natives^ under Colonel 
Thomas Ferrier; and the few left alive after the 
battle of Carabobo, were united with the British 
legion. 

General English^ who had retired from the 
scene of military strife to the island of Margarita, 
was applied to by many of those who had pur- 
chased commissions of Devereux, to aid them in 
procuring various grades of rank accorcUng to their 
pretensions. Some, who were either personally 
known to him, or who had friends with whom he 
was acquainted, he assisted, and these, with se- 
veral others who had remained on the island for 
the want of means to transport themselves else- 
where, at the suggestion of General Clemently 
joined the battalion under Colonel Ferrier. 
Hence they had an opportunity of volunfeering 
into the regular service of the Republic, and of 
rising in rank according to their conduct and ser* 
vices ; but not many of them ever attained to 
any thing beyond their situation in this battalion. 
Being chiefly young, and inexperienced in military 
operations, some were so daunted at the severe 
battle which took place at Carabobo, that they 
fled from the field, and were publicly disgraced* 
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To these Bolivar gave passports^ and allowing them 
only a short time to make preparations for quit- 
ting the country, obliged them to embark, how- 
ever unhealthy ; so that most of them died on their 
passage to England* Others, who were more 
courageous^ were killed either by the enemy or 
the' climate, and but very few reached any high 
rank in the service of Colombia. Amongst the 
exceptions is the Baron De Rheinbault, a gallant 
veteran^ a native of Germany, who formerly be- 
longed to the King's German Legion, and whose 
conduct as an officer cannot be too much praised. 
He has, I believe, risen to the rank of brigadier- 
general, and deservedly retains the esteem of his 
brother officers, and the authorities in Colombia. 
He originally bought a majority of Devereux in 
Dublin, which was, as in all other instances, not 
of the least service to him ; but his coolness and 
skill were such as to excite the admiration of the 
native chiefs ; and General Paez, who never suf- 
fered a brave man to pass unrewarded, warmly 
intaroeded m his behalf, and obtained hia. a con- 
firmed rank from the hands of Bolivar. He has 
been severely wounded in the Republiqan service, 
and is partly disabled in consequence. 

Such was the fate of the Irish legion, and such 
the conduct of the person who formed it, who is 
now residing at Paris on the fruits of his but too 
successful labours. 
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I 

Illness of General Bermudez — ^E£fect of Revolutions in the Excitement 
of Intellect and Capacity — Sketch of the Career of Greneral 
Bermudez — Author selected to convey confidential Despatches to 
the President Bolivar^ at Bogota — Oaths administered to him on 
that occasion — Preparations for the Journey — Spanish Conduct 
on the Interception of Despatches. — ^Author's Mode of proceeding 
to his Destination — ^Voyage on the River Magdalena — ^Alligators 
—Advantageous Stations for British Capitalists — Canals — Profit- 
ahle Export of Nicaragua Wood— Town of Zolidad^ and its Trade 
— Growth of Cotton— Description of the Bungo and how navi- 
gated — ^Adventures in the Voyage up the Magdalena — ^Attempt 
to plunder the Author's Flechera — How resented hy the Samhos 
who attended him. 

On the return of General Bermudez to Cuma* 
nacoa, he was immediately ordered to march with 
the remnant of his troops to Angostura, as he was 
destined by the Congress to the command of a 
private expedition towards Puerto Cavello. Un* 
fortunately, upon his arrival at Maturin, he caught 
the intermittent fever, and before he was perfectly 
recovered from that infection he was attacked by 
the yellow-fever, which raged with great fury for 
some weeks on the plains, and carried oflf many 
hundreds of the inhabitants. He filially surmounted 
both disorders, but the debilitated state in which 
they left him, occasioned the loss of his services 
to the government at the period they were re- 
quired, and for two or three months afterwards. 
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The life of General Bermudez a£fords perhaps 
one of the most striking instances of what may be 
effected by a noble and aspiring spirit, when called 
into a kind of new existence ty the convulsions 
which may agitate the land of its nativity; and 
although his progress is far from singular among 
the numerous heroes of his long unhappy country, 
his adventures are still deserving of notice. The 
following brief sketch of his active career, which 
will necessarily omit many acts worthy of record, 
may snatch from undeserved oblivion the enter- 
prises and sufferings of a meritorious officer; and 
as biography must precede general history, may 
furnish some far more able pen with materials, 
which but for thi^ humble attempt might have been 
lost for ever. 

Revolution not merely ruffles the surface of 
society ;# it descends into its deepest and most 
hidden recesses. Every link in the national chain 
from the noble to the serf, experiences its power- 
ful influence ; and the talent and enterprise which 
but for its operations might have been doomed to 
yawn over the plough or the anvil, are sud- 
denly called forth, and strangely and irresistibly 
impelled iato a more extended sphere, and a more 
spirited line of action. The great prizes in the 
vast lottery of human life are thus brought within 
the compass of every class. Rank is temporarily 
stripped of the homage and respect which it exacts 
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at less tnrbulent periods^ and the native force of 
individual character and genius rise above the ar*- 
ti6cial restraints which laws and custom impose. 
It may, perhaps, with some propriety, be ques- 
tioned whether, if governments were never chas- 
tened by revolutionary tendencies, much of the 
latent power of countries would not be lost, and 
the great germs of regeneration be for ever bu- 
ried in the depths of society. A more forcible 
illustration of this query can seldom be obtained 
than that afforded by a reference to the instances of 
individual genius which the great struggle for free- 
dom in South America has brought forth. During 
the war of the Revolution, what an array of talent 
was mustered by classes whose natural rights had 
previously been trodden and trampled upon, and 
whose intellects were beclouded by the darkened 
veil of ignorance which bigotry and superstition 
had thrown over them. Who could have imagined 
that men whose fathers had been treated like wild 
beasts of the field, and driven to their labours by 
the application of tortures scarcely even inflicted 
upon brutes, could all at once display that inten- 
sity of feeling, and those high and lofty purposes 
which are only expected from individuals who are 
nurtured in the bosom of a free and civilized com- 
munity ? Yet that such talents were shown has 
been proved to the cost of the Spanish enslavers, 
who have severely felt that the strong Impulse 
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of the times called forth new and unusually bright 
characters into the arena of active life, who but 
for their own tyranny would have passed their 
days in the dull round of a mere animal exist- 
ence*— men who have become the arbiters of 
their country's fate, the assertors of its rights, and 
the bold intrepid chastisers of the oppressors who 
had so long and so cruelly usurped it. Indeed re- 
volution, however great its occasional evils, comes 
in some instances as a seasonable relief; and in 
this, at least, it has taught the Spanish and all 
other governments a memorable and impressive 
lesson, which it is hoped will operate as a just 
check upon that ambition which would exalt itself 
for ever on the necks of an enthralled population. 
Bermudez was the son of a humble but indus- 
trious couple, who resided in or very near to 
the city of Caraccas, whose daily occupation was 
that of conveying provisions to the garrison 
and the inhabitants, in which the hero of this 
brief memoir during his boyhood assisted them. 
His father, though a simple and illiterate man, was 
warmly inclined towards the patriot interest, and 
in his humble way used to argue with the younger 
part of his acquaintance against the despotic prii>- 
ciples of the Spanish goverjiment, with a view to 
induce them to join the troops which were then 
secretly levying for the Independent cause by 
General Miranda. When the city of Oaraocas 
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was first suspected of an attachment to the in- 
surgents^ some expressions incautiously uttered 
by this staunch old patriot obtained for him 
the hatred of the Spanish military governor> who 
shortly after incarcerated^ and finally gibbeted him. 
Bermudez^ who was then but eighteen years old, 
had applied in vain for mercy towards his aged pa- 
rent. The entreaties of filial affection, and the ve- 
nerable gray hairs of the victim, failed to excite pity 
in the breast'of Monteverde, who ordered not only 
that the son should be confined \yithin the walls of 
the fortress, but brutally directed that he should 
be compelled to witness the execution of his father. 
Feeling all that a son could feel on such a horrible 
occasion, Bermudez, on his release^ immediately 
left the neighbourhood of Caraccas, with his un- 
happy mother, for the plains of Maturin, where he 
had intended to provide a shelter for her few re- 
maining years, while he entered the service of 
his country to revenge the murder of his father. 
Her death, which was occasioned by excessive 
grief while on the painful journey, prevented the 
necessity of this arrangement for her safety ; and 
he therefore entered without delay among the 
irregular cavalry of the plains, as a private. The 
band in which he had enrolled himself, was under 
the command of an active and brave man named 
Hirogas, and for two or three years it was un- 
ceasingly employed in various acts of annoyance 
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to the enemy^ though its, inferior numbers pre- 
vented it from coming to any open engage- 
ment. Its movements were chiefly directed against 
the Spanish foraging parties, who seldom es- 
caped its vigilance while in that quarter. In 
these skirmishes Bermudez always shone con- 
spicuously for his determined bravery and his great 
personal prowess ; and during the first campaign 
of his party, after he had joined tl^em, he was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant of a small 
troop, at whose head he was constantly hurling 
destruction on the destroyers of his parents. 

Promotion in these bands is generally awarded to 
the conqueror of the known best men belonging to 
them in a pitched battle ; and the strength with 
which Bermudez had been endowed by nature, 
had hitherto enabled him to vanquish all who had 
competed with him in the gymnastic gameis which 
filled up their few leisure hours, and to chastise 
all who were insolent to him. Owing to this supe- 
riority, together with his uniform good conduct 
and unassuming manners, he was equally loved and 
dreaded, and the usual trial of prowess was there- 
fore dispensed with. The injury done to the 
Spaniards by the troops of Bermudez, which 
only amounted to four hundred men, was incalcu- 
lable, and naturally begat a desire to punish them. 
Monteverde sent out a strong detachment, consist- 
ing of six hundred cavalry and an equal number of 
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infantry^ to attack Hirogas, who was then stationed 
on the top of a small hill about fifteen leagues from 
the Spanish head-quarters. They marched, and 
arrived at the foot of the hill about midnight ; but 
the cautious measures adopted by the guerilla 
chief not allowing his troops to be taken by sur- 
prise, they were discovered, and saluted with a 
volley of such small arms as the band possessed. 
The Spaniards advanced, and a dreadful combat 
ensued, the little party not receding a step ; but 
the odds being so much against them, they were 
overpowered, and the brave Hirogas fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Bermudez, having ascertained 
this, dashed into the middle of the infantry, and 
succeeded in rescuing his chief, but not until the 
latter had received wounds which in a few weeks 
caused his death. The enemy then retreated, leav- 
ing their horses, many of their arms, &c. in the 
hands of their opponents, and about one-third of 
their number dead on the field. On this Hirogas 
ordered his men to march to their native plains, 
where he intended to recruit, but soon after he had 
reached them he expired. The command of the 
band was then, by general consent, given to Ber- 
mudez, who lost not a moment in preparing for 
another expedition against the enemy. His fame 
was now proclaimed loudly, and he received a vast 
addition to his force ; but as it consisted of men 
who had not the means of obtaining arms, he was 
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obliged to wait until fortune favoured him with a 
successful attack upon the Spaniards before he 
could avail himself of their services. Horses they 
seldom wanted long, as the immense herds occupy- 
ing the mountains and plains of Venezuela afforded 
a plentiful supply at all times, by merely taking 
the trouble of lassoing them.* 

After completing the necessary arrangements, 
Bermudez sallied forth to attack the Spanish forces^ 
who were laying siege to the town of Maturin, and 
he quickly began to display himself in his true 
colours. Three successive fortunate captures fur- 
nished bim with arms, ammunition, and every mili-* 
tary essential, and his force was regularly enrolled 
by the Congress as a portion of Its troops, and was 
in appearance and discipline far more respectable 
than any other of the guerillas. He next united 
himself to General Roxas, and in conjunction they 
gallantly defeated the whole army of Boves, the 
Spanish commander, putting nearly half of his men 
to death, and capturing every article of baggage 
he had. Roxas in this action slew Boves and nine 
others with his own hand ; and Bermudez, as it was 
stated by many of his own men, as well as those 
belonging to his partner in the affray, killed above 

* This operation has heenso well described by other travellers 
in South America, as to render any description here quite super- 
fluous. Captain Hall's narrattve affords a well written and minute 
account of it. 
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thirty in the action^ during which he broke three 
lances. He was now created a general of divi- 
sion by the government^ and offered pay, but the 
latter he disinterestedly declined, at the same time 
requesting as a particular mark of favour from 
the Congress, that it would never bestow a higher 
rank upon him than that he had just accepted. 
From this time he continued to fight for his coun- 
try's liberty without the hope or intention of re- 
ceiving reward ; frequently making vast sacrifices 
to render pecuniary assistance to the Congress^ 
and at all times raising, free of expense to it, sup- 
plies of cattle for the use of the patriot army. The 
exertions of this brave man are unpai:^leled, ex- 
cept in the instance of Paez, whom he closely 
resembles in manners and disposition. Many of 
the victories which have been gained by the Inde- 
pendent chieftains in that district have been mainly 
owing to his assistance ; and most of the mili- 
tary and political advantages which have been 
gained over the Spanish armies, have been through 
his activity and well-timed efforts to cut off their 
supplies. 

After fighting in the various provinces near his 
own, Bermudez and his band, who were by his 
example inspired with an ardent desire to free 
their country, marched to New Grenada, where 
he shared in the honour of some of the most de- 
cisive battles gained by the mutual efforts of the 
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anited vice-royalties. He was ever to be found 
at his post ; unalterably the same firm patriot^ 
the same intrepid soldier, to whom none of the 
obstacles «so freqaehtly thrown in his way and the 
numerous machinations of the enemies which envy 
created him^ could turn aside or intimidate. 

In person Bermudez is very tall, exceeding six 
feet three inches in height, extremely well propor- 
tioned, and possessing great muscular power. He 
has a fine handsome intelligent countenance, beam- 
ing with good-nature and sincerity. As may be 
imagined from the foregoing recital of his life, he 
is not much acquainted with literature, his edu- 
cation having been unavoidably limited, but his 
mind is by nature enlarged, and only needs cul- 
tivation to enable him to far outshine most of Us 
rivals in Colombia. He is unacquainted with the 
polished forms of society, but he exhibits the 
natural politeness of a generous heart, full of 
simplicity. He is a plain honest soldier, as brave 
as his swdrd, and as sincere as he is brave. He 
is also perfectly free from that propensity for gam- 
bling, which, with few exceptions, characterises 
the whole of the native .military officers of the 
Republic, being in numerous cases uncontrolable. 
Neither has he the least portion of the intriguing 
spirit and jealousy which actuates nearly all the 
leading men of Colombia. He is remarkably hos- 
pitable, frequently sharing his last meal with any 

VOL. I. O 
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persdn iti Ttrant of it ; and upon erery beca&idii 
eagfer to serve all who merit assistance. 

Being conspicuous for his intrepidity and ad- 
dress on ail pressuig emergeucies^ and also for his 
iBviolable integrity^ he has been always appointed 
the bearer of despatches by Bolivar^ and the Gon- 
gress> upon matters of moment^ whenever hk was 
near at hand. In one instanbe, which I was a 
witness toi duriiig the war^ he arrived at the banks 
of the Oronocd opposite to the eity of Angostura, 
where he had td deliver despatches of the greatest 
impoi^tknce^ from Bolivar to the vice-president^ 
and to Retard without a moment's delay t^ith re- 
pliest He arrived at the river on horseback^ and 
n6t peireeiving any boat at habd in trhich he could 
be cbnvbyed aerdsi, but still determined to obejr 
hiii oiAwAi he dismounted i and leading his hors^^ 
he swiim over by his side^ although the river in 
that part^ which is the narrowest^ is a mile and li 
hidf afcroBS^ with a tapid current^ and infested trith 
si^arms of alligators. He returned in the sttmci 
manner } and tUis is his usual praotibe on similar 
ooetoibnsk 

During tiie time of the occupation of the city of 
Garacioafe by General MoriUoj Bermudfez was eai^ 
ployed to convey despatches by the Congress at 
Angdstura to Bolivar^ whose army was aboiit to 
attempt to retake the eity^ and he had occasion to 
g9 through a narroiw pass in the moudtainsj at the. 
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inoutfa of i^hidh th^ Spaniards had pdsted |)iqtieis 
to preVeiit any surprise. He liad dnly t^o person^ 
vfiih hlm^ arid to effect bis object was seemihgly 
ko mipo^isible, that few men besides himself would 
hare attempted it. He would notj however, relin* 
qiiish the fulfilment of his orders^ and determined 
to effect that by stratagem^ which his inferior 
strength prerented him from achieving iDpenly; 
Having come to this determination^ he con-^ 
eealed himself until night in one of the numerous 
woods^ where he amused himself in the itttiri 
val hj cutting several strong stakes^ which hi 
covered thickly with (iome bf th« foliagi^^ sti M 
to give them in the gloom something likfe thS 
appearahce of inehi These he Atme into th6 
ground With a pistbl saeured t6 esicb) with itB 
mouth precii^ely directed to the spot bcenpled by 
the enfemy^ abd to each trigger he tajdMUkd a 
stringi which the men who ^eompMifed him hAA 
made^ during the day^ of the bftrh Of ihe iSb^UitA 
tree.^ These strings were united ftt tli« eJKtr^ihef 
end> which was held by Bermude^, who oautiOtiily 
cre|>t along as close to the mouth of the p^ssftgg 
as possible, followed by the meUj without b^iug per- 
ceivedi and so at to aVoid Ifi^urrittg the ihit^^t 6f 
receiving the contents of the fire-arms which hfe #M 

• This tribe is ^UnllM in C^iloitlMa, iiii ioiAMxilf likkA tbr 
the manufactnre of ropes^ irhicb ire tery d^rable^ ftiidlttrt Mi 
at a trifling rate. Cables made of it bare been fouiiA tb lael 
longer than those made of hem]1. 

O 2 
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aboot to discharge. He then pulled the strings^ and 
instantly the pistols^ eight in number^ went off, send- 
ing their contents among the Spaniards^ and killing 
two of them. The remainder immediately darted 
towards the place the firing proceeded from^ ex- 
pecting to find a body of assailants^ and thus 
leaving the pass unoccupied, Bermudez and his 
companions, as tbey moved forward, slipped in 
behind them unnoticed^ and escaped. ^ 

After the battle of Boyaca, in^eru>'he was 
employed in guarding the approach to the city of 
Si^ta-Fe de Bogota ; and while in the performance 
of this duty, was ordered to pursue a portion of 
the enemy's troops, which had in their hasty 
flight separated from the main body. By some 
muleteers, who had^perceived them as . they were 
conveying their merchandise from Honda over 
the hiUs, it was discovered that they had taken 
refuge in the mountains, about ten leagues firom 
the city. Bermudez marched, against them, and 
was guided by a muleteer to the place of their 
retreat, which he found they had fixed upon as 
one of very difficult access. He succeeded in 
forcing them out of it, and in the obstinate combat 
which followed nearly the whole of them were slain, 
and the few survivors made prisoners. When 
the fight was over, and his men were employed 
in plundering the dead carcasses of every thing 
worth the trouble of carrying away, he heard a 
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sound proceeding from bne of the recesses in the 
rock^ as if from a female in the deepest agony. 
He went to it, and there discovered an unfortunate 
woman, wife of the Spanish officer who had com- 
manded the troops just defeated. She was l3ang 
in the agonies of parturition, excessive terror having 
caused a premature labour. Her husband had been 
killed, which circumstance Bermudez concealed 
from her, and hastened in search of the only woman 
who, except the object of his solicitude, had be- 
longed to the Spanish force. She was instantly 
sent to the wretched retreat of the sufferer, who 
gave birth to two children, a boy and girl, and 
soon after died. She had requested the attendance 
of the general a few minutes before her deaths 
and had implored him to preserve the lives of 
her infants, if it were possible. The entreaty was 
not lost upon him; he promised faithfully to fulfil 
it, and when their unhappy parent had ceased to 
breathe, he caused the woman to convey them to 
Bogota, where he procured a nurse for them. It 
was urged by some of those in command, that he 
ought not to cherish the offspring of the enemies 
of his country, and that the helpless innocents 
should be put to death with the prisoners; but 
Bermudez, with a firmness which does him honour, 
vowed that he would destroy all who dared to 
hurt them. Being an officer whose services could 
not be dispensed with, no further opposition was 



198 RECOLLECTlQtfl OF A SERVICE 

ofibred; and^ conformably to the request qf tb^iP 
dying mother, b£ bai^ ever since paid tbem every 
attention in his poH^er ; and I bava b^^rd bipi ex- 
press bis deteroiinatioR to gpiye tbem an ednpation 
superior to that of the generality of the cbildren of 
Colombia, an idea wbiob seemed to give him muph 
delight* 1 saw the children at Bosario 4^ Gncnta 
in 1821, where they were with him. They were 
then about three years old, and looked rismarkably 
healthy. The girl be bad h&d named after hie 
mother, and the boy after himself. 

To retnm to tlie object for which General Ari^t 
mendeii bad requested my attendance at Apgostura* 
I was informed by him, thai the occasion for wbieb 
l]fe required my services at that moment, waisf one 
of vital importance to the interests of the Repnblicn 
As the intended employment;, however, was out ©f 
tbi$ routine of my duty altogether, hffe did not 
mf an to demand my acceptance of it, unless it met 
my approbation ; but would leave me to say freely 
whether I lilced tP undertake it or not. The pre-? 
sident Polivara who bad never been in Vepeauela 
mw th» wriv^l pi the Pritish legion, was still in 
the yipft-?rpyalty pf N^w Grenada, the subjugation 
of whiph was ftpt ypt pompleted. His expedition 
thither, and tbfi ol^jePt of it, bad ever been looked 
upo^ m the M of a madman by the bulk of 
4»0 FPQp}0 \n y»nii«uela> whos? minds were too 
muph enveloped in ignoranpe te take ap extended 



IN QQLQMAU. 180 

vievF of the siibject. % all wUq were not suf-» 
fici^ntly acquaiQte4 witli the ipptiv^s which led 
hiiu to embarlf* iq such ^, $phepie, be nvas w-^ 
yerely pensRrefl, fojr draining hifi own cpuntry oi 
her tew remaining resources;, f^pd leaving her in 
almpet a hopele^i^ state^ tp conduct an expedi- 
tion^ from which there appeared not to them 
the most slender chance pf either himself or his 
men returniqg. Wl^^flji th^refprp, he bad been 
absent for some pionth^, and m intelligence had 
reached them of aqy kind^ relating to his move-* 
meqts in his new scene of aptipn^ they at once con- 
cfqded that h^ji ^nd the whQle of the troops he had 
taken with bifp^ w^re> according to their previous 
expectations^ lpst> ^d giving up all idea of ever 
seeing him again^ they were all busily forming spe-p 
epjative idea^i as to thpir fixture president. The 
truth w£fs^ that de§p^tahes h^d been sent by Bolivai 
to the Congress frequently^ but inany of them had 
never been delivered \ and thp§e whieh had reached 
their destination were of sp unsatisfactpry a nature^ 
that the vice-presideqt^ Arismeqde^j with the con** 
currence of hi$; feillow-niembers pf the senate^ had 
thought it better tp withhold them from the people 
altogether- The idle state in which the president had 
kppt his troops, dnring three or four months after ha 
had jpiqed thpp, hM nepessarily not only reduced 
l{is finppe^i byt the spiriti; of his men^ which were 
\^xo]f.f^ (iovyu Iby thpif d?ft*(JfMl inMfih to a very 
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low ebb. The communication of these inauspicious 
circumstances^ and his subsequent disasters^ toge- 
ther with their own want of success in Venezuela, 
would therefore have seriously tended to depress 
the hopes of the patriots, and to damp their ener- 
gies, when it was most essential that they should be 
strenuously exerted to retrieve their affairs. 

The people of Venezuela were always either in . 
the extreme of hope or despair, and their weak 
minds were as easily sunk to the one, as elevated 
to the other. It was therefore of the greatest 
consequence that every unfavourable turn of their 
circumstances should be hidden from thetn;^and 
situated as the government then was, it was far 
from an easy matter to act in such a way as to pre- 
serve an equilibrium between their hopes and fears. 
At this time no information had even been received 
by the Congress from its president for an alarming 
interval ; and as the situation of the Republic was 
daily growing more and more destitute, owing to 
the unskilful management of Urdenetta, Arismen- 
dez had suggested the expediency of addressing 
Bolivar upon the state of their affairs. This was 
agreed to unanimously, but a difficulty arose as 
to the manner in which these despatches should 
be conveyed. They feared to trust them to the 
native couriers usually employed on such occa- . 
sions, lest the knowledge of their misfortunes 
should be made public, as the bearer of them must 
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have to pass through some part of the country oc- 
cupied by the Spanish forces, whose vigilance it 
would be difficult to evade. The natives, on these 
occasions, could never be depended upon, as they 
made it an invariable rule to deliver up their ex- 
presses, and every other information in theif power, 
in the hope of saving their lives, when taken by 
the enemy. 

General Arismendez, to whose management the 
niatter had been committed, had therefore fixed 
upon me for the bearer of these important com- 
munications, although, with his wonted kindness, 
he left it to my own choice to undertake or decline 
the mission. I immediately agreed to go, as I 
imagined an introduction to Bolivar might be of 
service to me in my career, and Arismendez took 
upon himself to furnish me with sufficient funds 
for the defrayment of the expenses incidental to 
such a journey, and also to supply a guard to ac- 
company me, if I thought it necessary. The latter I 
declined, thinking it more prudent to proceed with 
very few attendants, as being less likely to create 
observation, which such a party must excite, and 
the numbers that could be spared were by no 
means capable of contending successfully with any 
portion of the SpUnish army. 

At the next meeting of the Congress I conse- 
quently attended with the general, who introduced 
me as the person he had fixed upon to be the bearer 
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of their despatches^ and as was customary on 
similar occasions^ an oath was administered to me^ 
which was to the eflect^ that T would never part 
with them, or divulge the nature of their contents 
to any person. If in danger of being taken by 
the en^Aiy^ I was pledged, on seeing no chance of 
escape^ to take care to effectually destroy the 
papers entrusted to my charge ; and gave assur- 
ance that np fpar of torture or death should induce 
ipe to betray any knowledge I might have of their 
nature^ or of the circumstances of the Republic. 

Having been duly sworn^ I received an order 
for three hundred dollars^ and a warrant to impress 
mules apd horses in every place I should have to 
pass through^ for any length of time it was neces- 
sary to detain them^ as is customary with all officers 
of the government when travelling for the state. 
The native officers genei^lly compel the unfor- 
timate inhabitants to furnish them with foqd^ and 
jQv^ry article they want; but in this respect my 
^arrant differed from those granted to them. Two 
d^ys were allowed me to prepare for the journey/ 
at the end of which I was to receive the despatches, 
sealed^ from Arisn^endez ; but the night before I 
was to have started a courier arrived at the 
capital^ whither he had been sent by Bolivar with 
letters to the vice-presidents which had shared the 
fate of most of those which were entrusted to 
natives. He had b^ea captured by a detachment 



of Spani^rdf^, to whom Jip h^d resigned them to 
save his life. There wafii a regular understanding 
biet|veen these pepplp and the Spaniards during 
the war of extermination, that if they did not 
destroy the papers in their possession^ they should 
hayo' quarter; and by tl^ese means the enemy 
often bepame acquainted with the most secret in-* 
tentions and movements both of the patriot gene- 
ri^ls apd the Congress^ 

Wp learned from thi^ courier that Bolivar was 
then m^ching towards SaptarFe de Bogota^ the 
capital of New Grenada^ where he was expected 
tp remain; and a few otl|6; circumstances were 
, gleaned from him by Arismendez^ relative to the 
events of little coiifiiequence which had occurred 
to the Independent army. He was then^ by 
th^ g^ner^^s orders^ immediately gibbeted^ as a 
piwishmept fpr his treachery. Tbia was the con-* 
stftnt practice qf Arismepdeu j and I believe, during 
the sh6rt tinie he y^as at the head of the Congress, 
it tpnded i»pre to phppk the perfidy of the couriers 
th^ii any of thp mpre lenient measures which were 
adopte4 by oik^fs. Jlpwevpr, this information ne- 
9B?sarily cbangi^d my rputq, Instead of proceeding 
9¥erWnd> and crpsciing the GprdiUera of the Andes^ 
vf\y be^t course wa^ to gp tp the city of Cartha* 
gf qa^ ov soipp placp near iti by water> an4 thei^ce 
to ^scend thp river ]\fag(|alpna^ fron^ the ^Jioreg of 
which^ at a town named Honda^ Bogota is but 
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about two days' ride. This course would also be 
better than ascending the river Oronoco, which, ow- 
ing to the rapid currents produced by the immense 
falls of rain, was at that time extremely laborious 
and tedious. The usual method of ascending the 
Magdalena is in the bungos by which it is navigated ; 
which are large flat-bottomed boats used to convey 
goods and passengers^ and accelerated by means of 
stout poles. For ^uch vessels only the river is 
calculated, being very shoally, and in very few^ 
places having what may be termed deep water, and 
it then seems to lie in holes or pits of a small size. 
The officers of the Republic, wheh sent on any 
mission for the government, were generally pro- 
vided with a warrant, to impress one of these 
boats and a crew into their service, for which 
the owner and the men never received any pay. 
A voyage in them, however, is generally a work 
of considerable time and difficulty, owing to some 
of the men contriving to escape, others taking 
it into their heads to feign sickness to get dis- 
charged, and to the periods occupied in resting. 
Arismendez therefore suggested that it would be 
better to take a flechera* of the middle size, with 
a double crew of Indians and Sambos, well armed, 
who would serve for my defence as occasion might 
require; and as one crew could paddle while the 

•A gun-boat of a peculiar construction, used only in shoal 
water. 
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other rested^ but little time would be lost. I took 
his advice^ and immediately embarked on board a 
schooner, furnished by Admiral Brion, which sailed 
with me for the Cienega river, as the Spaniards 
were believed to be near Carthagena, and it was 
necessary to use some caution. 1 arrived at the 
Pueblo Viejo, a small but neat town, delightfully 
situated on the banks of that river, where I disem- 
barked to hire a " patron," or pilot for the IVf ag- 
dalena, and succeeded in engaging an old man 
who had formerly been owner of a champan, and 
his son, to act by turns. 

I here had the flechera disembarked, and launched 
her in one of the numerous narrow channels which 
are formed by a cluster of small islands of a most en- 
chanting appearance. After proceeding some little 
way, I found that I was surrounded by some neigh- 
bours of a very unpleasant description. It was 
early in the morning when I first proceeded on 
my voyage, and the sun had not yet risen; but 
when its rays began to beam on these little rivers, 
shoals of alligators began to show themselves, and 
to swim about in search pf their breakfast, and 
whichever way the eye turned, it was met by the 
yawning gulfs formed by their ponderous jaws. 
They kept at a very respectful distance, and a 
little time served to dissipate the unpleasant sen- 
sations at first excited by seeing oneVself in the 
midst of such a group of monsters, in a boat whose 
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gunwale wad not ihore than eighteen inches aboVe 
the surface of the water. After they had satisfied 
the cravings of their appetites^ they quietly laid 
themselves on the water to rest^ with their mouths 
opened against the current^ which served the 
double purpose of warming themselves in the sun 
and of catching any thing which perchance might 
be drifted into their capacious receivers. 

A voyage up the Magdalena is at any time un*- 
varied and irksouie^ and from the confined situa- 
tion in which the traveller^ is obliged to remain 
for so many days^ one of the most unpleasant and 
fatiguing which can be imagined^ especially when 
prosecuted with so much speed and toil as I was 
on this occ^lsioh compelled to uSe^ in order to reach 
the end of my journey before Bolivar eould leave 
the capital for any other plaee^ At the stferh of 
the flechera was a small space of about seven 
feet lotig by fodr wide^ partitioned off for tny use, 
and it was also destined to hold dur artns^ provi- 
sions^ and my baggage. Over it was a tdldo, or 
canopy^ fixed to keep off the rain or the seorchitig^ 
heat of the sun, bilt 30 low as to preclude the 
pdwer of standing up to ease the pain produced in 
the limbs by their cramped pbsitioh; Hef e^ dutibg 
the whole voykge, I was obliged to renlftidj the dthei' 
part df the vessel beitig completely taken tip by 
thfe two crews who had barely room to toOVe in it. 
That part who were sleeping wei^e obliged to 
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lie finder the feiet of the others, arid theli* weight, 
with that of oUr baggage, brought the bodt i6 
Ibw in the water; as to render her liable to be 
filled whenever the wind was rather fresh; This 
Also precluded th^ usfe of a sill, as she drei^ tbd 
mttbh Wdter, althougfh not more than three feet> to 
eligible her to eScislpe the shoals Whleh^ even in 
usihg thfe paddles, it reqilired the titthost card to 
avoid; Thd rate at which We Went on, which 
s(3arcely allbti^d Us tiine for mealisti afforded very 
little time for bbsSHration^ and diiring the whole 
voyage I rtlept biit twb nights out of tfay riiiserable 
little cabin. 

The islands Oil th6 Gieilfega have an eitremely 
beautiful atid pifcturestjue appeiirancej beihg Cbtti- 
pletely covered with woodj Whose foliage is of 
various tints, whieh are cdnsiderabljr Ueightbried 
when the poirei*ful and resplendent sunbeandS 
play upbn them. On the Hght appears A stu- 
pendous mOtintdin^ called the Netada of Santa 
Mkrtha^ which lifts its majestic hedd to the height 
of above silteen thousand feet, its hoary SutUthit^ 
being lost in the silvery clouds which bnvelop 
them. There is d comthunicdtion with the sed 
fi-om the Ciene^ai'by meanly Of which the trdd^ Of 
the interior of Santa Martha is carried on, which 
formerly was very extenslvei and lucrative tb its 
possessors^ afad may in a few ydars be so agdin, 
if properly attended to. Tkis^ however, is not 
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very likely to be eflTected by the natives, who there, 
as in all parts of Colombia^ are extremely indo- 
. lent and negligent as to the means of enriching 
themselves, except by the system of intrigue, 
which is carried on with wonderful spirit in all 
classes, from the highest to the lowest ; while the 
more honourable, but the more laborious acquisi- 
tions of commerce, are left almost entirely ne- 
glected. For this reason, I doubt not, that if Eu- 
ropeans were to go out with capital and industry, 
and settle themselves in various places along the 
Magdalena, as well as in other parts of Colombia — 
which only needs enterprise and assiduity to render 
it a most profitable country to speculators — ^they 
would reap ample rewards in a few years for their 
first toils and expenditure. 

There are two very fine canals at the entrance 
of the Magdalena, termed the Ondo and Soucio, 
by which the trade is facilitated. On the banks of 
the river, for some leagues on each side, are large 
quantities of Nicaragua wood, which is collected by. 
parties of natives employed solely in that occupa- 
tion. It is from thence conveyed to the places 
where it is shipped for Santa Martha, the depot 
for the commerce of the river; forming one of 
the most advantageous of its exports to the Eu- 
ropean market. This wood alone would enable 
persons of capitial to reap considerable fortunes in 
a short time, who were disposed to settle near the 
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Magdalena, and attend personally to the cutting 
and collecting it; without which little good could 
be effected, as the natural dishonesty of the natives 
renders them unfit to be trusted. Indians may be 
employed here at a cheap rate,^ and the wood finds 
a quick ready-money sale at the above-mentioned 
dep6t> to which its conveyance is at once safe, easy, 
and reasonable. Indeed nearly the whole of the 
trade in Colombia is carried on with l^eady money, 
for the natives, being themselves too poor to give 
credity seldom think of asking it ; therefore the 
chances of losing money are very few, if proper 
care and attention are bestowed upon their con- 
cerns by the persons engaged in them. 

Proceeding up the river, and not far from its 
mouth, I came to Zolidad, a pleasant town, <;onve-« 
niently situated on its banks, and enjoying many 
advantages in the way of commerce. This place 
would form a pleasant spot for the residence of 
merchants, while it would enable them to export 
their goods with ease and celerity, and by attending 
the sales at Santa Martha, to have at the first hand 
all the European and American imports, which 
are generally sold at an enormous profit by those 
who purchase them and convey them up the river 
in bungos. A short distance from it is a village^ 
having many neat houses surrounded by gardens,' 
whi6h had been laid out exquisitely. Before 
the Spaniards took possession of the city pf Car- 

VOL. I. p 
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thpigBnai diuritigr ^ ^^^i ^^^^ p\B,be was iab«bit€id 
ehiefly by petabiid who had retired from the more 
agitated parts of Veneeu^laj in the hope of Hying 
there upon the wrdek of their fortunes^ ia peaceful 
rtftireiheat^ but they were soon driven out by the 
lioyalistsi or put to ^eathj after being deprived of 
every thing valuable in their posses&ioni Several 
af the best houses had been sdt fire to> and the 
ruins of them cduld be aeen by persons passing up 
thd river. 

Fer two days and nights tny course was un- 
ipterruptid bj^ any oeourrenee worthy of reoord^ 
The nlargin of the Magdalena^ on both sides^ ia 
merely occupied by some little straggling hdmletsi 
ff few atid for between/' the intermediate spd^es 
being filled up by the fbredts^ which descend te 
tiie water's edg^Y interspersed with taany planta<» 
tions of QOttofi. These were hoir ever mueh ne« 
gleeted^ as their prDprietors had either bi^eli put 
te deathi or, if Ibft aliVe^ so platdered of their 
prdperty> arid their pltotitions so injured and de*^ 
Itrojfed by the Spaniards^ thtit nb iuelindtion existed 
to Dbltivate thdm agaiui HdppiJy the trade, as fkr 
as rdgafds the eotton^ can easily be restored to 
its Ittnaer consecltienGe^ and it merely needs a fdw 
spirited individuals to render it onfe of the ntost 
profitable in the world; It is not only in the present 
pari df Colombia that this liseful article groYt^s^ it 
is to be found in abundance in many oth0rs> and b 
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Mrttift sort df Urge boats^ uRtted dhftrnpans^ wd 
tthpleyfed' exclusively in trAtisporting it 

On the third day a bungo passed ud^ somiiig 
d0wn the river frdm New Qrehada, with a cargo 
And passengers to Santa Mttrtha and ih^ parU 
adjaoenti The boat seemed ca|)ftoi(lufl and W6ll 
adapted for the tifftde it was em^lajred ini but in m 
most filthy state^ as were the bogos^ or crew. On 
fte fore palrt of the boat was a space left for the 
men to perform th6 operatidn of ^^ poling'' in« This 
is usuall jr done with a degtee of quickness varying 
adeerding to the singings if tiuch it miy be teral6d| 
of the ^^ patron/* dr stefarsman^ who guides thA. 
boat in her intricate eoul*se with a small> but wide 
pAddloi and keeps nidking a ttoise all the while^ in 
%hieh the only articuUted sounds ftre^ ff Yaw^ 
ymo'^'^yte, y^^Oy' whifeh are iapeisMitlJr repeated 
in a sort of under-tone^ feithev undMdi^ or uU^ 
^rettos as he may wish the ptagrpss of the boat 
to be regulated^ and to whink the bogos keep 
eicact time in their stepSi Having first ^ th« 
butigos cletir of the skoals^ they asstiifiblp at tho 
head of the boat^ being divided intd equal numbers 
on each side. The foremost df each party then 
sticks his pole into the bottotu^ find contmetKlM 
his walk aft^ or towards the stera^ arid Upon Ar^* 
riving at the extent of the spaoife alldtied td hiln^ 
he stops^ lifts his pole out of the Vtrater > aad> lityiag 
it on his shoujder^ rune forward againj and whifl 
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his turn comes^ resumes his operations. These 
poles are formed at the end like' two sides of a 
triangle^ thereby enabling those who use them to 
push against the branches of trees^ or any pro- 
truding substance, to propel and turn the boat 
with greater facility. The stem part of the boat is 
covered with a toldo^ or canopy, for the passengers 
to repose under, if they can get such an enjoy- 
ment. They are here huddled together amidst 
ihe accumulated dirt of the indolent bogos, teazed 
by swarms of ants suid mosquitoes, and nearly 
melted with the heat which, on the rivers of South 
America, is at tipies intolerable. The crews of 
these boats are universally a lazy, pilfering, dis- 
honest set, who, as they seldom meet the punish- 
ment due to their malpractices, in consequence of 
the inactivity and apathy of the alca^ldes, or magis- 
trates,, consider themselves licensed to rob and 
plunder with impunity all who fall in their way, if 
they can maister them. The patron is generally 
selected from the mass, for his long services, inti- 
mate acquaintance with the intricacies of the river, 
and a qualificatioa seldom found among them — 
his superior honesty. They are certainly not so 
much addicted to plunder as their crews, but bad 
indeed are the best of them. 

I succeeded in buying some very good fish from 
this boat, through the medium of my patron, 
who was about two hours concluding the bargain ; 
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and the Sambos^ who were both impatient for their 
supper and indignant at the imposition they per- 
ceived the bogos attempting to practise^ . were 
very anxious io obtain one at the cheap rate bf a 
few rounds of ball-cartridge. I however restrained 
them^ and at length sufficient was bought to fur- 
nish myself and crew with a supper^ for which the 
moderate sum of fifty dollars was originally de- 
manded^ and by degrees reduced to three dollars 
and a hal^ which the old man I had engaged at 
Yiejo (who> to do him justice^ was very honest and 
just) fixed as a fair price. 

We now adjourned ashore^ for the purpose of 
preparing our meal^ which was done in the follow- 
ing manner. The Indians^ who were used to this 
kind of life up the river Oronoco^ collected a quanr 
tity of dry sticks and moss for fuel, while two of 
the Sambos searched for the means of getting a 
light. These were simply two pieces of wood, one 
of a very soft nature, termed yesca, of which a 
tinder is made by the natives of Colombia, and the 
other a long stake of a harder description. In the 
yesca they made a circular incision, about an inch 
in diameter and an inch and a half deep, gradually 
lessened to the bottom; and having reduced one 
end of the long piece to a point, they introduced it 
into the hole in the yesca, and one of them rubbed 
the other end between his hands, causing it to 
turn with such velocity, as to produce, by the 
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flietioH^ an igUitibn of the softey wood in a few 
fieopncls. While this was going on> the other 
Sambos were getting together some large flat 
dtones from the neighbouring rocks, Which they 
seleeted for the smoothness of their suiiaees, and 
the fire being kindled^ they were made as hot as 
was deemed nedetdary, and on these was the fish 
when eiit in slices, fried. When Sufficiently done^ 
it was r^taoved to the ttietal plates with Which We 
were furnished, and seasoned according t<3 the 
palate, ^he Indians aiid Sambos, whose ideas of 
delicacy do not extend to their eating, reduced the 
heads and ehti-aih of the fish to an oil by heat, 
which they poured over their portions of it by way 
of sauee. Some excellent water from a spring 
elese by, and a dram of the anise made in the 
eouhtry^ which is prepared from the ianiseed 
mised With the Juice of the sugar-cane^ finished 
tte repasti 

While thus agreeably engaged, the party was 
6olq6what disturbed by an attempt of the crew of 
the bungO to lighten the flechera of part of my 
baggage. Obsei'ving, from the spot where they 
had landed to rest fer the iiight, that we were at 
Supper^ While the passengers were preparing a 
similar meal to that jUst describedi tiiey had 
gone efl board my Vessel> and were eemmenein^ 
operations^ when one of the Sambos, a lad about 
^IghtiBen years old, ^eritdived them^ and delib^ 
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rately taking up my rifle, which I had laid down 
behind me, and exclaiming in a low tone, ^^Bad man 
come take massa corn ; Sambo shoot him ! '* fired, 
and one of them fell, seriously wounded. My back 
being towards the flechera, I had seen nothing of 
this, until the e3fclam4tlon and tlje report wljich 
foUpwed cfi^uspd me to tqfp rouocj to Jeftrn the 
occasion of it. Instantly all the Sanabos arose, and 
lypuld have impaediately 4p§p^tcbe4 evpry one of 
the unfortunate bogos with their ma6hetti8> had I 
not interposed. \ saw ^h^t they wqu14 BPt be 
satisfied without giving them a good beating, 
which, considering them justjy cjptitkcl tp, 1 gave 
them permission to inflict; and no doubt it was 
long i^emembeF^d by thpse fer the imprevetnint 
of whose morals it was administered. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

GhiAcheracas^ or Pheasants of Colombia^-Arriyal at Pinto— A Spanish 
Family and its Hospitality—Arrival at Santa Anna — Playful- 
ness of the Alligators — City of Monpox — General Orichas— 
A favourite Colombian Dish — Descriptbn of Monpox and its 
• Environs ; its Trade — Continuation of Voyage — Attempt made 
to* plunder the Boat — Successful Resistance of the Samboe — ^Ar- 
rival at St. Bartholomew-* Wearisome Nature of the Voyage- 
Mosquitoes^ Ants^ Serpents — Miserable Condition of St. Bartho- 
lomew — ^Entertained by the Padre — ^Affecting Account of the 
Aquila Family — Fine Chocolate Plantations — Manufacture of 
Chocolate — Rapid of Angostura — Arrival at Honda — Description 
of the Collector of Navigation Duties. 

We now got on board again^ to proceed on our 
voyage, and arrived the next day at Pueblo de 
Plato, a mean-looking little place, erected as an 
apology for a town, near which I saw large quanti- 
ties of birds called guacheracas, commonly termed 
by the British the pheasants of Colombia. They 
are larger than the English pheasants, which they 
resemble in shape, and have a diflferent plumage, 
in which there is a good deal of yellow intermixed. 
They are easily shcJt, as they fly very slowly but 
just above the ground, and seldom more than fifty 
yards at a time. When roasted they are delicious 
eating, but when boiled, with calivansas, as they 
frequently are by the natives, I cannot say much 
for them. They are commonly very fat. There 
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were also thoasands of the smaller kind of snipes 
among the high rushes and flags at the edge of the 
river, which the noise of the paddles was conti- 
noally putting up in such numbers, that at a 
random shot I killed eleven. 

Here the river grew more shoally than ever, 
and in spite of the constant attention of the steers- 
man and his son we grounded several times in the 
night, upon which occasions all hands had to jump 
out of the boat into the water and push her off. 
Towards the close of the next day we arrived at 
the village of Pinto, which is agreeably situated on 
a high rock, commanding some extensive and de- 
lightful views/ Having been five days in the fle- 
chera, I had by this time become heartily tired. of 
my accommodations, and determined to go ashore 
to sleep that night, as the men were completely 
fatigued. I entered the village just before it 
grew dark, and engaged lodgings at the house of 
an old Spaniard, who was recommended to me by 
the padre o(th» place. The latter could not receive 
me himself, being known to be decidedly in favour 
of the Independent cause, for which be had been 
made to suffer severely by his countrymen. My 
host received me with great cordiality, aiid had 
an excellent supper prepared for me, at which 
he introduced me with great formality to his wife 
and daughter, the former an active housewife, 
and the latter a 'music-mad hoyden. By the one 
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I was continually desired to note her order and 
regularity^ and by the other my ears were aqnoyed 
by the notes of an old cracked guitar, upon which 
she accompanied her own delightful w^rblings. 
On the other side was the worthy old senor plying 
pne with politics and brandy^ recounting to me the 
hair-breadth escapes he had had from the Royalists 
at Caracoas and other plaoejs. To my relief, as 
I fai)cied^ the* time came for retiring^ and I was 
shown to my chamber^ which was a long narrow 
room^ formed by two slight partitions being put 
up at one end of a corridor, wMoh had been sub- 
divided into three or four apartments. This was 
furnished with a bed, in which I was recommended 
to sleep in preference to my own hammock, that 
had been brought from the flechera. Into it I 
i|Gcordingly got, but soon founds to my sorrpw, that 
as it was not supplied with mosquito curtaiiis, it 
teas haunted by t^n thousand of those buzzing tor^ 
mentors* Sleep was here out of the question ; and 
I arose, and carefully &stening the sheets poufid 
the bed so as to prevent tfaeip re-entry, I at^ 
tempted to expel them, whieh I at length efibeted 
pretty well fay flapping them out with my jackets 

Having slung my hammoek in the middle> I now 
thought I ^teod some elianee of getting a night'f 
vest, but in i|bout two hogrs after I had made my 
ftrrangements with vegavd to the visiters just aL 
kded to^ 1 was affdcd hf tiie dooir foebg feoftly 
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opened^ and some persop Bntering the room. 
Afraid to put my head out of my retreat^ to see 
who it was, lest the mosquitoes should enter at the 
aperture, I laid quite still in the hope that the 
intruder might retire. But no, my wprthy host, 
for it was himself, was not to be got rid of so 
easily. After two or three exclamations of surprise 
at the manner in which I hdd secured the sheets, he 
informed me that he had come for the purpose of 
being iitformed of the siiccesses of the troops sent 
ettt horn England in the province of Barcelona, and 
respecting the affidrs of the Oongress in general, 
which he very considerately s^d, I eopld relate te 
him with les^ fear of interrpptien from the seuoras 
then, than at the break^t-table. 

I now found that all hope of rest was vain, and 
therefore arose to gratify the oid Spaniard with 
an ncqount of the military operations under Ur- 
denetta, but took care to keep tfie state of the 
€ot|g^ess to myself. He was much gratiied by 
the detail, though not at the success of the troops, 
and we smoked eigars till the ladies had arisen. 
Srfeakfast over i tapk leave of my hospitable en« 
tertainer and his ftimily^ T^e former aboompanied 
me to the beaeh^ where the boat lay, to see me en 
bdard, and positively feffised the least r^aiunera-^ 
iieli for his jdndness, but, oik the eontrary, loaded 
^e witih paany things whieh he thought would ^ 
as^ul to aae en my voyage, and funang the vest 
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twelve bottles of brandy from his favourite hoard. 
Pressing me to make his casa my home if ever I 
should visit Pinto again, he shook hands with me^ 
and with grateful thanks for his attention I weiit on. 

I now got to Santa Anna^ a neat and clean 
village^ rather large^ close to the edge of the 
Magdalena, wbere I saw numbers of alligators^ 
and was the whole night much disturbed by their 
plunging into the river from the banks in search of 
their prey, or by their gambols. The alligator 
is usually a playful creature, and it is not uncom- 
mon to see ten or twelve of them running on the 
shore and plunging into the water in chace of 
each other. These sports are frequently to be 
witnessed on moonlight nights, during which they 
will continue them for hours; the heat of the 
day being the time of repose. 

Not long after day*break we came in sight of 
the city of Monpox, built close to the Magdalena. 
Here I was invited ashore to dine by a super- 
annuated officer of the patriot service, who had 
fought under General Miranda, and received 
several wounds which had deprived him of the 
use of an arm and a leg. He was named Orichas, 
and held the rank of brigadier-general, but, like 
most othei^, had neither pay nor pension for his 
services. ^He resided at a neat house, surrottnded 
by beautiful shrubberies, on a small independency, 
which he had preserved amid the confusion which 
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prevailed in his unhappy country, and with an only 
daughter seemed to enjoy as much happiness as 
he wished for. He entertained me with great 
hospitality, and gave me every thing likely to 
render my tedious voyage comfortable that he 
could command. The principal dish at dinner, 
which was altogether of a pretty substantial na- 
ture, was about half a dozen fowls and some 
salt pork stewed with cabbage, and plenty of 
calivansas. The bones are taken out of the pork 
and fowls, and the flesh reduced to shreds, a 
quantum sufficit of wine and anise is introduced, 
and the whole is then highly seasoned, and flour 
added till thickened to the consistency of paste, and 
in this manner it is served up. This is a favourite 
dish in Colombia, and I have in different parts 
seen it on the tables of the best society there. It 
was, however, one which I could not do justice to, 
which, I apprehend, gave the general an inferior 
opinion of my taste. 

After dinner I took a. walk round the town, 
which had previously to the war been one of great 
wealth and celebrity, but it was then wretchedly 
impoverished and desolated. It is about a mile in 
length, and forms an oblong square, but was for- 
merly much larger, several of the superior streets 
having been destroyed. The best remaining 
houses are in the centre of the town, and the 
ruins of many handsome buildings which have 
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had to dispose of; but when they were near enough 
to step on boards they unanimously desired me to 
g^veup many things which lay in their sights 
threatening vengeance if their wishes were not 
complied with. Knowing that I could rely upon 
the Sambos at leasts if not npon the Indians^ I 
judged it best to have a short struggle for it^ and 
the former were at their post in a moment with 
their long lances and machettis^ and soon arranged 
themselves in a posture of defence. Three of 
tibem I armed with muskets^ and gave my rifle to 
the lad who had before made such a good use of 
it, reserving my fowling-piece and pistols to my- 
self. They now attempted to board, but the 
blacks with their machettis soon despatched all 
that came in their way, and in a few minutes made 
themselves masters in the conflict, and warmly 
urged me to permit them to rifle the boats of their 
enemy. Knowing their propensity for plunder, 
and fearing that they might not defend me so well 
when again attacked, if utterly disappointed, I 
consented as far as regarded the ^provisions the 
bogos had for sale, leaving the property in their 
charge belonging to the inhabitants untouched. 
This produced the Sambos a good feast, who 
seemed highly delighted with the fruits of the 
contest. 

We passed on without further molestation, 
until we reached the town of St. Bsurtholomew, 
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without experiencing any thing deserving of notice. 
I arrived here on the twelfth day of my journey, 
and found myself exceedingly unwell^ owing to want 
of exercise, and to the unvaried posture I was con- 
stantly obliged to maintain in the flechera, which 
had produced pains and soreness in all my limbs. 
I was therefore apprehensive that unless I took 
some rest I should be unable in a day or two 
to proceed, and in consequence went on shore 
for the night. The dull monotonous life the 
traveller leads in passing up the rivers of Co- 
lombia is almost insupportable, and this is of 
course increased ten-fold when going alone, and 
without books, or any agreeable source of amuse- 
ment. The scenery is for days unchanged, nearly 
every person he meets with is rude and uncivi- 
lized, and all that he can find to pass away the 
time are annoyances and bodily pain. If he is 
so fortunate as to escape the mosquitoes for a while 
he is sure to be besieged by equal numbers of 
ants, who seldom live in the spots inhabited by the 
former, and thus he is certain to be attacked by 
one or the other in succession, and in a few in- 
stances by both at once. In two or three places I 
found that the ants had taken up their abode 
in the lower limbs and trunks of the trees, while 
the mosquitoes sojourned in the foliage of the 
extended branches, on the overhanging extre- 
mities of which snakes were very often seen 
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coiled up, either asleep, or insidiously yvaiting 
for an opportunity ^o satisfy their hui>ger or 
their malevolence. Soine of the largest would 
frequently dart from their hiding-places into the 
flechera, but not many, and they did no injury^ a^s 
fhey were rapidly killed by the Indians. 

At the place I have dignified with the name of 
the city of St. Bartholomew, I found great difficulty 
in procuring a room unoccupied, such as I coulc) 
venture into. The place was miserably dirty, and 
most of the apartments I looked at were infested 
with swarms of intruders with which I could not 
agreeably come in contact. There was only 
one family of respectability there, and they were 
reduced to sucji 21 state of poverty, thaft they in- 
habited part of a buildiqg >vhich was almost in 
ruins, and ^ffq|*d^^ l)ayely shelter epough for them- 
gelves. At |ei)gtl^ I ?ne^ a chubby-looking pep- 
§0]iage, leaving i\\e same appearance of rotundity 
as a barrel, and whose breadth was nearly equi- 
yalent to Jiis length. Seeing me a stranger, and 
eyi4ently in search of something, he civilly re- 
quested to know what I was looking for. I in- 
formed him J and he then turned his inquiries as 
to my country and occi;paj;ionj for, said Jie, ^^ if 
you are a Spaniard, you yvill not get into quarters 
of my recommendation.^' Satisfied on this point, 
he at once agreed to accommodate me. for the 
night with a share of his habitation, which con- 
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sifted of two rooms, tenanted by liimself, a dog, a 
cat, a pig, and a parrot. I found that he was the 
worthy pastor of the place, ai^d like piany others 
of his fraternity, had no objection to a little brandy. 
A cpuple of bottles of my stock soon gained me 
his good opinion, and the best entertainment he 
^ could afford was given me. In a little time a room 
was cleared out for my use, by an old woman, 
who attended the padre in the capacity of house- 
maid, and here I slung my hammock, leaving the 
priest and his family to enjoy the other. 

After a good nig^^s rest, I awqke inuch re^ 
freshed and benefited by it, andf arose expectipg 
to find my host waiting jfor me ; but he was gone 
round to his parishioners, who, it seemed, paid him 
in kind, to provide me^ as I afterwards foiind, with 
the means of a breakfast. He came in soon after, 
with his old domestic laden with the fruits of his 
applications to his flock, and a comfortable meal 
was soon prepared. Some cocoa and chocolate^, 
fried plantains, fish, and pork, cut \ntq slices an4 
broiled, and some cassava bread, aided by a rein- 
forcement from my own stock, furnished the tablq 
pretty well. . I found hini a well-ediicated man, 
and possessed of general information, though his 
faculties seemed beclouded by his Bacchanalian 
sacrifices. He had a warm desire to see the 
liberty of the country restored to the inhabitants, 
and spoke very feelingly upon the subject of their 
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sufferings. I requested him to inform me who the 
unfortunate family were that I had heard spoken 
of the day before, and be gave me the following 
affecting account of them. 

They were named D'Aquila, and were natives 
of the city of Merida, where they resided before 
the revolutionary war broke out under General 
Miranda, upon an ample estate which they cultivated 
in the style of a superior hacienda. When the 
general call to arms was made by Miranda, Seiior 
D'Aquila, then only a few years married, joined 
the army, and having very gallantly signalised him- 
self in several actions, was promoted to the rank 
of coloneL Some time after the war of extermi- 
nation had been proclaimed, and during his ab- 
sence, the Spaniards approached the city, and 
endeavoured to take all persons, of whatever 
age or sex, prisoners, who were inimical to their 
cause, that they might put them to death. In this 
emergency Madame D'Aquila took refuge in a 
cave, not far distant from the city, with a son, three 
daughters, and her father, who was very aged, 
leaving another son and a daughter, twins, only a 
few weeks old, a little way behind her, in the arms 
of a servant. Unhappily the latter fell into the 
hands of the Royalists, and was, with the helpless 
itifants, massacred by the orders of the monster 
Monteverde, the Spanish general, who conceived 
he had killed their mother. 
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Deprived of every article they possessed, and 
afraid to venture from their wretched retreat until 
the Spaniards had retired from the neighbourhood, 
the family remained, suffering the most dreadful 
privations, and Madame D'Aquila's father was 
actually starved to death in the presence of his 
agonized daughter and her children. When this 
happened, the son, an intelligent youth of twelve 
years of age, who had ventured out to reconnoitre, 
and to endeavour to find some person who would 
give him food for his family, did not return till the 
aged man had expired. An old friend of the 
D'Aquilas, who had, like them, been deprived of 
all his property, contrived to send them provisions 
during the remainder of their stay ; and when the 
Spanish troops left the city they returned to it 
again, in the hope of hearing from the colonel, 
who was then in the province of Santa Martha. 
Shortly after intelligence reached them that the 
colonel was killed in an action fought in the pro- 
vince of Barcelona, under (I think) General Barino, 
and within a few months after this event, in 1812, 
the city was visited by a dreadful earthquake, 
which entirely destroyed it, and one of the daugh- 
ters was crushed to death in a part of the ruins. 
The distressed widow now went to Monporo, 
whence she dated a memorial to the president 
Bolivar, entreating that some provision might be 
made for herself and children ; but whether this 
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dociiment miscarried^ or that the treasury was 
too poor to comply with the request contained in 
it, I know not, but not a dollar was ever awarded 
to these unhappy sufferers. To add to their dis- 
asters, the approach of the Spaniards to Maracaibo, 
who were continually sending out foraging parties 
in the vicinity of Monporo, compelled them once 
more to seek a new asylum, and they escaped 
miraculously across the country to Monpox, with 
the view of getting a conveyance down the Magda- 
lena to the capital of Venezuela. Here they were 
met ty the good old padre of St. Bartholomew, 
who took them to his home, arid subsequently gave 
them all the assistance he could, and supported 
them until I arrived there. 

Interested by the detail given me by the priest, 
1 requested him to introduce me to them, and he 
accompanied me to their retreat, where I saw 
a dreadful proof of the miseries of civil war. 
Madame D'Aquila, bent with grief and suffering 
more than age, seemed fast verging to the grave, 
to which she appeared to look forward with perfect 
resignation, tliough agitated by the fears she enter- 
tained for her children. Her daughters were 
handsome young women, but their faces plainly 
indicated the share they took in the mental anguish 
of their parent, and ^er son was a fine young man, 
eager to do any thing to serve his family, biit 
ignorant of the means. 1 requested the padre to 
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persuade them to write another memorial iihme- 
oiiately, and allow me to convey it to fiolivar, and 
also to permit the son to accompany me to feogota, 
where something might be done for him. They 
agreed to both, and I departed with my companion, 
who seemed delighted with the idea of entering 
the service of his country. 

I now took leave of the priest^ who parted with 
the young man with tears in his eyes^ ana showered 
blessings upon him as he entered the flecheria; 
and we left St. Bartholomew. That town is but a 
small place, having only a few harrow streets, iand 
the ruins of an old church, divine service being 
performed by my friend, the padre, in \he open air 
in fine weather, and during the wet season in any old 
hovel into which he can get his congregation. There 
was a sort of market held here, at which the 
produce of the small haciendas was sold, and also a 
little fish. My course now lay through soihe of 
the finest plantations of chocolate ill the it^orld, 
which were arranged on each side of the Mag- 
dalena for miles ; and although the state of the 
country at that period prevented the proprietors 
from cultivating them witli that attention and spirit 
wiiich they had received in more peaceable times, 
they Were still yielding a fine produce, wriich hot 
unfrequently perisnea tor want of persoiis to take 
proper care of it. 

The cnocolate wtiicli is growii oh the Magdalena 
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is universally esteemed for its peculiarly fine flavour, 
and is allowed to be inferior to none in the world. 
Speculators might employ their capital in extend- 
ing the growth of this article near the banks of the 
river, with inconceivable advantage. It is not 
only in constant requisition throughout Colombia, 
but in most parts of North and South America, 
and would soon become an object of desire in 
every place to which it was exported. If indeed 
the supply were rendered equal to the demand, it 
would speedily form a staple commodity of the 
country ; but this has hitherto been prevented by 
the long war, and the indolence of the natives, 
which causes will doubtless still operate to render 
it scarce. If a tract of land were purchased or 
hired of tlie government, or of any of the officers 
of the Republic who have had grants located 
to them near the river as a reward for their 
services (which might be easily done at a very 
cheap rate), and if the management and growth 
of this article were superintended with a due pro- 
portion of care and assiduity, the returns would, 
in a short time, be immense. ^ But from the causes 
which I have before ^mentioned — the dishonesty 
and cupidity of the natives — nothing short of per- 
sonal toil, and unwearied caution, would have a 
chance of success, in this or indeed in any other 
speculation in Colombia. 
For two days after I left St. Bartholomew, I 
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remained in the flechera, without seeing any thing 
but a few villages on the banks, inhabited by the 
poorest of the natives; but the vivacity of my 
companion, whose spirits were strongly excited by 
the change which he anticipated in his affairs, 
served to pass away the time very agreeably, and 
almost unnoticed. On the third day I Vent ashore, 
to a small town, to purchase some provisions, and 
got some fresh beef, which I was assured would 
prove the best I had ever eaten; but I was egre- 
giously deceived, for it was tougher than leather. 
The Sambos, who have a remedy for all the 
mishaps that befal them, went into a wood to get 
some papa apples, which have the quality ascribed 
to them of making tough meat tender, if rubbed 
upon it while they are green. In some instances, 
I believe, they have this effect, but in vain were 
they applied to the stuff 1 had bought. It remained 
still as bad as ever ; and the blacks finding that 
one remedy failed, begged leave to try another, 
that of returning it to the persons who had sold 
it, and either compelling them to refund the money, 
or exchange it for something better. Permission 
obtained, away they went, and soon returned with 
some fine gallipavos,* which proved a treat. The 
water we obtained for two or three days was very 
thick, and contained a quantity of sandy particles, 
and to alter it a branch of the alumbre tree was 

* Turkeys. 
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dipped into it, which precipitated all the dirt, 
leaving the liquid as clear as if filtered.* 

We now went on t^ithout further stoppage, till 
we arrived at the rapid of Angostura, more com- 
monly termed the Chorro. This rapid is, accord- 
ing to the account of it given me by the patron, 
very dangerous, and many of the vessels used on 
the river have been sunk in it. He also told me, 
that in the rainy season it forms numerous eddies, 
which turn a boat round with such rapidity as to 
render the crews incapable of managing it, and 
sometimes the whole are sunk together. Luckily 
we passed it without sustaining any injury or in- 
convenience, save a little wetting, and the labour 
and time it took to work the flechera through it. 
, Without further accident or adventure, we went 

4 

on to Honda, where my instructions were to land 
and procure mules to ride forward to Bogota. 
Here I arrived completely jaded, and so cramped 
as to be scarcely able to walk, and very unwell. I 
succeeded in getting a very comfortable lodging 
for myself, and companion for the night, at the 
house of the person who was appointed to receive 
the duties upon imports, and the rate of tonnage 
levied! on all vessels coming up the river, which had 
been imposed by the president Bolivar, in order 

* This is a method redorted tb on all similai* occasions b)r 
the natives, and an excellent one it is, as the water is often so 
full of mud and animalcula as to render it dangerous to drink. 
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to defray the expenses of the war. He was 
originally an officer in the New Grenadian service, 
in which he had lost an arm^ and his father was 
then in Bolivar's suite. His situation seemed 
nearly a sinecure, as he performed all the duties of 
it but that of receiving the money, by deputy, and 
for this part of it he appointed one hour in each 
day, for which the boats were obliged to. wait. 
He then transniitted what portion of it he pleased 
to the head-quarters of Bolivar. He resided at the 
custom-house^ if such it might be called, which 
consisted of two long rooms, irregularly built with 
piles of wood, and with a roof which was neither 
wind nor wat^r tight. The Jiortion of it which he 
occupied was, however, well sfecured, and fur- 
nished with every convenience and necessary; and 
he had taken care to supply himsielf with an abun- 
dance of provisions from the boats, which he ex- 
acted as fees, iand some good wines and spirits 
from the stocks which had been at various times 
left in his charge by the owners. This he avowed 
to me, and seemed to pride himself upon his 
dexterity. For five dollars he agreed to provide 
myself and companion for th& night and the next 
morning with all we should require. 
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CHAPTER X. 

\ 

Description of Honda— Waterfall in the Vicinity— Difficulty of 
getting Mules — ^A Mule dashed to pieces — ^Arrival at Santa-Fe 
de Bogota — Meets with Captain Mardyn — Introduction to the 
President Bolivar — Singularity of his Reception — Deportment of 
the President — His Anxiety respecting the Grovemment of General 
Arismendez — Dinner Party — Fate of Major Beamish's Levy — 
Author presented with the ''Order of the Libertador" — Con- 
versation at the Dinner Party — Description of the Person of the 
President Bolivar — ^Author's Disappointment. 

In the morning my host requested me to take a 
walk round the place, to which I agreed. On the 
spot which is now occupied by the petty town of 
Honda, once stood a large and opulent city of the 
same name, which, from its convenient situation 
with regard to the capital of New Grenada, and 
its being at the head of the Magdalena, where 
their goods were exported, and all imports from 
Santa Martha landed, was then inhabited by mer- 
chants, who were very wealthy. It was unfor- 
tunately destroyed by an earthquake many years 
since, which scarcely left a vestige of it remaining. 
This convulsion of nature was represented by the 
priestcraft to be ordained by offended Heaven 
as a just punishment for the wickedness of the 
people, who had impiously refused to submit to 
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some heavy contributions which their worthy 
pastors and masters wished to extort from them, 
under the pretext of gaining the patronage of 
St. Jerome for the city, who, they said, had agreed 
to grant it to them, and also to protect its trade 
and inhabitants, in consideration of the erection of 
a handsome monastery on a certain spot to be 
dedicated entirely to him. There are now only a 
few houses, and these are built chiefly of wood, 
and irregularly strewed on a plain, sitiiated on a 
little eminence which commands some majestic 
and romantic views. The ruins of some convents 
and churches are to be seen, but not one of them 
fit for use. Near it is a tremendous fall of water, 
which presents a most imposing spectacle. It is 
seen to the best advantage from a small bridge 
erected on the tops of two rocks, through which 
the waters rush with wonderful force, at a great 
depth below it, creating a noise which is astonish- 
ing to a stranger. The fall is caused by the descent 
of the waters from the Maraquitan hills, down 
which they are seen rolling a considerable distance 
in one huge tide, sometimes varied by the foam 
which is produced by their dashing against some 
projection in their progress, and which is thrown 
for several yards in diflFerent directions. 

The collector informed me that there were 
many extremely valuable mines near the town, 
none of which were then at work, and many of 
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them had scarcely been attempted. The Mara- 
quitan mines are only about four miles from 
Honda^ over the hills, where he informed me 
there were great quantities of both gold and 
silver ore. 

While we were at breakfast, I despatched my 
servant to endeavour to ascertain if there were 
any mules expected to approach the town, for 
t^iere were none in it ; and my host told me for 
my comfort, that I had no chance of getting away 
for several days, when a champan would arrive, 
apd the merchants at Bogota would send their 
mules to take away the cargo. He advised me, 
therefore, to rest contented where I then was till 
they should reach Honda; but judging that this 
wa5 only a manoeuvre to detain me in his house 
|pr the sake of the money I paid him, I desired 
my servant to make further inquiries^ and \ie 
learned that at a town named Guacjiz there were 
some to be had which were kept tl^ere by mule- 
teers, who were chiefly employed between Honda 
and the capital. I determined at once to go 
^here, but in what manner was the next point. I, 
l^oweve^, found out that the collector had a horse 
^ept for his own use, which circumstance he had 
cautiously concealed frotn me, and I therefore im- 
p^^essed it for the journey. He did not much like 
this step, but as he could not resist the order of 
|he government he yielded his Rosinante to me : 
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|)ut suph an animal was scarcely ever before i^een ; 
no broken down post-horse ever deserved more 
commiseration than did this unfortunate creature* 
I went along at a pace which could not much 
distress him, for about two miles, when I fortu- 
nately fell in with a drove of niules which was 
going to Honda, to take away gpods from the 
custom-house. I made use of the warrant to take 
as many as I wanted, and having selected six, left 
the muleteer to go on with the remainder, and the 
horse which had carried me. I now returned to 
my young companion with the mules tied together 
behind me after the fashion of an English horse- 
dealer. 

Having despatched the flec))era down the river 
again (as I intended returning to Angostura by the 
river Oronoco) I got the mules loaded, and pro- 
ceeded over one of the worst roads in the world 
to a pretty village called Guadinas. This, I was 
informed, had \n happier tin^ei^ been resorted to by 
the inhabitants of Santa-Fe as a w?^tering-place, 
where they found a plpasant retreat from their 
mercantile oy other occupations, and the po\y^erful 
heat of the city. Here I stopped to take some 
refreshment, and to get a fresh supply ofmifles, of 
which there were plenty. I then hastened on to 
another town, the name of which has escaped my 
recollection, taking with nae a peon, or guide, to 
conduct ine by the safest track over the stu- 
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pendous ridge of mountains- In crossing these, I 
found the narrow zigzag paths so slippery^ that 
the poor mules^ though proverbially sure-footed, 
could hardly retain their standing, and every step 
they took threatened to precipitate them and 
their burthens down the perpendicular precipice, 
on the edge of which they were pacing. At length 
one of the baggage mules, in consequence of being 
very injudiciously beaten by the peon to accele- 
rate her pace, fell over, and the poor animal 
was, with the load she carried, literally dashed in 
pieces. 

This accident made us more cautious, and 
we slackened our pace, by which we arrived in 
safety at a small village where fresh mules were 
obtained, and then went on to the capital, distant 
about eight leagues, over a fine smooth sandy 
plain, although so covered with the waters, which 
had not yet subsided, as to form one entire expan- 
sive blue sheet. Arriving within sight of the city, I 
saw a p^art of the Independent army marching, or 
rather wading, towards it by another direction 
on which I rode forward to inquire if his excel- 
lency Bolivar was there, and was told that he had 
been in the city about ten hours. I therefore 
spurred on, anxious to complete the object of 
my fatiguing expedition. 

The city of Santa-Fe de Bogota, when approached 
from the plains, presents a very splendid and ro- 
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mantic sight. It is built on the top of a table-land, 
at the height of about nine thousand feet above the 
level of the sea, and beyond it are several moun- 
tains rising in a semicircular form, at least- one 
thousand feet higher, on which several convents 
are seen to raise their aspiring heads. ; It apparently 
occupies a large extent of ground, and this circum- 
stance tends to render it healthier than the more 
confined cities of New Grenada. Its extreme height, 
and the natural beauties by which it is surrounded, 
conspire to form a scene but seldom .equalled in 
landscape. On dismounting from my mjule to find 
out the abode in which Bolivar had taken up his 
quarters, I found that a little exertion almost im- 
pedqd my breathing, and I was obliged suddenly 
to stop several times. This proceeded from the 
rarefaction of the atmosphere, produced by. the 
height at which the city is erected, and which 
causes the same sensation to persons unaccus- 
tomed to it, as that which I had experienced on 
crossing the branch of the Cordillera. Here are 
two winters and two summers, each lasting three 
months, and thus the year is regularly divided: 
March, April, and May, compose the first winter ; 
September, October, and November, the second. 
The bells at the different cathedrals were ringing 
a merry peal to the welcome of the ^^ Liber tador^^' 
. accompanied • by occasional discharges of mus- 
ketry and artillery. Having reached the door of 
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242 RBCOLLBCTIONS OF A SERVICE 

Hie government hoase^ as it was termed, I saw 
about a dozen native soldiers half covered with 
ragis^ sitting down^ playing a game called golpe, 
which is decided by the tossing np t)f three flat 
stones, differently marked on each side, and a 
party being formed, the antagonists have to name 
the side which will fall uppermost. If they are 
right, they inflict a certain number of raps upon 
the knuckles of the losers with a small stick cut 
for the purpose ; and if they happen to be Wrong, 
they endure a similar infliction from the other Mde. 
ITirough this gang I waded up the steps, where I 
saw a priest, who superciliously demanded my bu- 
siness, which I declined telling him, and then went 
on to a long gallery appropriated as a meiss-'room , 
to the use of the officers composing Bolivar^s staflT. 
Here were several officers parading up and down 
in conversation, and among them, to my delight 
and surprise, I saw my old comjp^on iii difficulty. 
Captain Mardyn, We were mutually pleased; and 
after xmr congratulktioas were over, at thus meet- 
ing safe and well, I >equested him to Morm me 
how I cbiild get to the president ; when he con- 
ducted me to the room where he was. 

At the door of the apartment> wliich stood partty 
open, 'were iwo Engliih soldiers, who were fixed 
there as sentinels, to prevent any unseasdnable 
interruption tipon hts excellency; and (3aptaih 
M^rdyn iavihg retired, f desired one of them to 
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amvocmce to BoKvar the arrival of a British officer 
with deispatohes frcMn the Venezuelan Congress* 
He did so^ and returned wllb am order fio^r my im^ 
mediate entrance. I went into the rooM^ which. was 
large^ bat dirty > and iKiswtUyppovkied with furauMire. 
At the lurther eadfiat GQlpne} Q'Lea^^ then opie 
of his ex.ceUeney!s iS0efietari^% opithegspund^. with 
a small writingHdesk in hia l^p^ writjlf^ despatches 
of a military mitiir^^:at. the dictation of Bolivar, 
who^ l)t the oiher end of the ropm^ was. fitting im 
the edge of a lai^e South Americaii cot slung from 
the ceiling. To avoid the jnoonv^iaep^ of ^he heast^ 
he wa« quite impncumbefM wtl^*pp»Ql of ^yer- 
ing of any^d^scrii^aB^ and waa swinging bimiMf 
violently by means of a coqiiHa rope^ attached > to 
a hook driveii ii^d the .oppc»ita wall Ibr ihe flucr 
pose. Thus cmriounAy situated^ he alternately dicr 
tated to 0*Leary and whistled a French riepublican 
tutie,' to which be beat time by knockijig. his feet 
laterally. , Secdng htm so. circimistaricled .and ern^ 
ployed^ I was 'about ta : retire^: imagknngi that ib0 
soldier had mistaken the onier gi^frea^ him;. 5»hiMEi 
his es eellency I calledi * to . m^ i» : ver y good .fSoglish 
to esitar^ and desired iasie to be Sjeiatgid if I could 
find any thing to sit upon^ which was not ap jeasy 
matter; biit knoki^Lt^Himd.ibeir^pm^ i espied an 
old ponrtmaBteai^' upotii.wbieh I ant titt be was dis- 
engaged.' fi[e iieia^^dAlLtely de$ir@d «i^ pf the sol- 
diers to procure me soKiae coffee and cigjirs ; and 
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while he was gone for them, asked my name^ 
country, and rank in the patriot service. I stated 
them to him, and be desired to know if I was not 
the person he had heard Captain Mardyn speak of, 
as commander of the vessel in which the latter had 
arrived at Margarita. I replied in the aflEmnative, 
when he instantly sprang from the cot and pro- 
ceeded to embrace me, according to the custom of 
the country, by enclosing me in his arms and kissing 
my cheek. Such a proof of regard not being very 
congenial with my feelings, more particularly when 
offered by a'person in a total state of nudity, I de- 
clined it in no very gentle manner ; upon which he 
looked as if somewhat displeased, and turned 
towards his secretary with evident marks of asto- 
nishtneht . Tke eolonel,who entered. into my feel- 
ings at once, represented to him that such a custoni 
was foreign to his cbuhtrymen, and hoped, there- 
fore, that he would pardon the ungentle repulse I 
had given him. His excellency smiled, and ex- 
iended to me his hand willi an air of the warmest 
cordiality, which wsak of condescension I re- 
spectfully acknowledged, - and he returned to his 

cot to finish the despatches, while I smoked a 
cigar. 

' When thiey were completed he signified to ' the 
coldtiel his wish4o be left alone with me, and • upon 
his exit requested me 1:o hand my papeis to him. 
He politely apologised for redding theim in my 
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pretence, and haviog perused, them^ observed^ 
^' From the nature of these despatches I find that 
I am given .up for lost by the people of Venezuela ; 
but I. have effectually completed the conquest of 
every province of. New Grenada, and this is 
mainly to be attributed .to the brave British troops 
furnished by Major Beamish, who> if he had lived, 
should, have been my dearest friend, and also to 
those who were under my command previously ; 
all of whom, led by. my. gallant friend Colonel 
Rooke, now unfortunately deceased, and since by 
my valued friend Colonel Mackintosh, have per- 
formed prodigies of valour/' 

His. excellency then put numerous questions to 
me concerning the government of General Arismen- 
dez, and the first campaign of the British legion. 
1 gave all the information I .^could on the latter 
subject, but said little on the former, as the short 
time . I had been at Angostura during the vice- 
presidency: of the general, had not enabled me to 
acquire, the. intelligence his excellency needed. 
He. then did me the honour to turn his inquiries 
towards myself, and tiie manner in which I had 
been ei](^ployed . since I entered the Republk^n 
service. I informed him ; and he expressed himr 
self much hurt at the treatment I had experienced 
from Admiral Brion, and alarmed lest it should 
disgust the British officers collectively. He then 
said, ^^ I dine in an hour hence, and shall ex- 
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pect yoti and your friend Colonel Mai^yn." 1 flie» 
retired to prepare myself^ and passed tile in- 
terval in a stroll ivith tiie 'colonel> vAh^ gbxe me 
sanguine Ixbpes of ristlrg kigkin tbe service. 

Atihe appointed time' we repaired to the ban* 
quet chamber^ vrkicii ^as a long eorriddr in the 
government fconse, in 4he oentpe of wkicli slood a 
large oblong teble^ composed ^of ^ottie ^pesh hewn 
planks rudely put together^ supported by tressels^ 
and without 'any et^vering. Round it were ar- 
ranged benches oftke same tonstiiietiM ^aod ma- 
terials. The dishes weird facfre ^subistential than 
delicate, and not the wbrse^ On Ikat koeotM^ and 
the weledmft given us by fhfis '0xcellmey^as oer- 
tcdfily'^f «he niost A^itteiittgwid icDnrdid nature. 
He did *me Hie honour of pia^iDg m* neitr faim^ and 
frequently ItiMress^ ^bitnself to me dariftg the re- 
paint. He was unveniittiiig<iti his efforts to evince bis 
grdctitude to all those who had volunteeved in the 
cause of his country. The dishes removed, a 
general briesKo* was ordered by his excellency to 
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; 
another to its array, and one* to its navy, «1 ventured 
to inquire how many of the poor fellows taken out 
by Beamish were then living; and he informed 

* A bumper drunk by every person at the table to any 
thing proposed by the founder of the feast, who in Colombia 
lias the privilege of oi-deriiig as many of them, and in as rapid 
sttcceBsion, as he pleaaes. 
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me that of the three h^odred nptmo^ tbmi tweaiy 
were remaining^ wd some of the^e were disahled^ 
eitl^er hy wounds^ or by the ravages made upon their 
constitutions by the aeverity of the climate and 
their sufferings Y^hile on their long marches^ w hich 
on most pcpasions didipore ^n^arc^ thinuing the 
Pritish ranks than the swords of tlie Spaniards. 
He mentioned hi^ intention pf pensioning the. sur* 
vivors^ with some otl^^r E)nglishmeu who had 
served in the same campaign^ as soon as the funds 
of the Republic ^pu}d perniit such a reward. Hf 
tl^eU; with his usual flpwipg eloquence^ rose and 
cprnplin^ented Colonel Mar dyp and myself on the 
condacjt we had pursued duri|[][g the meetings and 
en^ed by e3^pre3sing himself highly gratified by 
having tl^e opportunity of pprsonally giving me his 
th^n^i^ ^e ^so presente4 nie with the ^^ Order of 
fjibertador," tije higjiest milita^^y of^er pf the coun- 
try, which h^d bepn previoui^ly gfyen to my friend 
Mardyn> wiih the rank of colonel. As an earnest 
(a^ his es^cellency expressed it) of more substantial 
re w^rds^ ai;d as a testimony of his own esteem, he 
likewise begged to invest me with the ^^ Ord^ of 
3oUvw/^ wl;iieh wa3 originally created by himself, 
and n$u|9lly bestow.ed upon those who had dis- 
tingujished themselves under his own immediate 
command. To conclude, he promised, at my re- 
quest, a commission for young p'Aquila, and an 
asylum for his unhappy family. 
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The wine now flew rapidly round in briezos 
to many Republican toasts^ and after several 
had been drunk^ his excellency rose to propose 
the ^^ Memory of his beloved Rooke/^ which 
was drunk with every possible mark of respect 
that could be shown^ each person present stand- 
ing, and preserving the strictest silence. The 
^' Memory of Major Beamish" followed, with the 
same observance. After some time the party, which 
was numerous, grew rather noisy and elated, and 
the conversation turned generally to the subject 
of gallantry, which in Colombia is but too much 
encouraged, and, excepting intrigues of other 
kinds, holds the most undisturbed place in tibe 
thoughts of both sexes. Every individual who 
was a native, from the president and his bosom 
friend and adviser General Santander io the 
youngest officer in their staffs, vied with each 
other in displaying their various and respective 
achievements in this way ; and if their assertions 
could be credited, there could have been few 
ladies of note in either vice-royalty who had not 
yielded to the fascinating powers of these veterans 
in the service of Cupid. Bolivar, who had become 
affected by his copious libations, launched out in a 
strain of conversation only remarkable for its ob- 
scenity ; his manners now became coarse and bois- 
terous, and when the time arrived for the break- 
ing up of the party, which was about twelve o'clock. 
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he arose to give ^' the union of the two vice-royal- 
ties of Spain^ Venezuela and New Grenada, under 
one government ;" and then dashed his glass oii the 
table with all the violence he was capable of^ and 
his example being followed by all the native mem- 
bers of the party, the fragments were flying in all 
directions about the room as thick as haiL* 

This ceremony performed, each person repaired 
to his quarters ; and being still suffering under the 
effects of my late journey, I eagerly returned to 
mine, knomng how soon I must proceed back, 
as T had received orders to attend the president 
on the following morning early for his replies. 
I retired, certainly not without some feelings of 
disappointment, as regarded his excellency, which 
were no doubt occasioned by the glowing repre- 
sentations I had been accustomed to hear made 
respecting him by his friends in. Venezuela. By 
them every action of his life, however trivial — his 
manners, person, conversation, and all that he ever 
did or said, were so highly coloured, that I naturally 
expected to meet with something vfery far above 
mediocrity. Assurances had indeed been given me 
by Arismendez, that I should find them too power- 

* Thid 18 a common cn^tom in Colombia, and it is preserved 
even in the presence of ladies, who do not retire from the table 
as in England, and it not unfrequently happen^ that their fair 
faces are grazed by the shattered pieces of flint hurled by the 
maddened hand of intoxication. 
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fully depictured wt^en I ^w liim, but these I h»d 
ascribed to tbye prejudices which a maa ajocustQioed 
to a life of hardship and privation from his infancy 
is apt to imbibe against the elegancies of easy 
times. In person th^ president is abput five feet 
8ev(^p inches in height ; but his lK)dy and its appen- 
dages are so disproportioned, that instead of com- 
^landing respect^ he would perh^^s^ if seen in the 
conunon sphere of domestio life^ piore naturally 
e-xcite risihility. His head is exceedingly large, 
wi^h a profiision of coarse curling very dark hair ; 
ap4 his features^ which are rough and nia^ly^ were 
then greatly obscured by a superabundance of 
whiskers. His leyes ^re full and dark^ ^p4 wk^^ 
dirked straight forward piercing ; but they are 
mor^ frequently employed in sidejpng glances 
ut tfee pereops he is conversing ^ith, or thoi^fe he 
is surrounded iDy, and ha seldom looks direcjtly ai 
ev?en i^a^ipi^ objects, turning his head on one 
side like a hare. From hi^ shoulders to his 
waist his frame is in gopd proportion to his h^eiglit, 
bjui his tegs are excessively thin^ and shapeless, 
and his hips narrow ; and t^e inequality of the 
former to tfee suppprt of iiis hody is vpon most 
occasions made the more conspicuous by his 
wearing very tight scarlet pantaloons^ profiisely 
decorated with gold lace, and large dragoon boots, 
which are scarcely half filled. His conversation 
too was not equal to wha^t I h^ been prepared io 
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expect ; and his condescension in rendering himself 
the promoter and applauder of obscene jests^ was 
inconsistent with the idea I had formed of his 
character. Upon the whole, therefore, the im- 
pression made upon me by my first introduction to 
this distinguished individual was attended with 
very considerable feelings of disappointment. 
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THE LIFE OP NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 

By WILLIAM HAZLITT. 

" They who would desire to see what an original thinker and a powerful 
writer has to say about the Man of the last age, will not rise from the perusal of 
the work disappointed. It contains many nervous and vigorous pieces of writ- 
ing, which scarcely any man but Mr. Haslitt could have written : we find 
many shrewd remarks on the grand subjects of human nature, and some ani- 
mated specimens of reasoning ; while the whole has the advantage of b^ing that 
kind of view of the character of Napoleon which an Englishman was not likely 
to take."— ittios. 

" In the perusal of this work our readers, we think, will discover abundant' 
proofs of the author's intellectual and imaginative powers, of his honesty, and 
straightforwardness of purpose, of the peculiarities of some of his social and 
political opinions, of the generous warmth of his feelings, and of the richness 
and iUastratiye vigour of his style." — Scots T^oms. 

' " There is not, that we can discover, a sentence militating against the cause 
of liberty; Of ain^ tendency improperly to exalt the subject of the,work.*** * * 
The style is arcbnt, energetic, and manly ; and that brilliant imagery which 
glows so profiisely in his other writings is here introduced but sparingly, as 
being little congenial to the ni^esty ol £istory* * * • The portion of the work 
which relates to the Revolution is full of interest, and may be read with profit 
by most peraoM* -It abonnda with splendid passages and fine accurate delinea- 
tions of chancter." — Londoti Wetkly Reifiew* 

" The volumes contain passages of great power and beaufy, joined to miich 
gorgeousness'ofstyle."^ — Athgn^um. 

" He has allowed no petty feeling or sordid calculation to mingle with, or 
unduly hasten a performance of various and important interest, and one, the 
admirable execution of which, as fu as it has, advanced, and as we have been 
able to estimate it, will secnre Mr. HazUtt/ a reputation which his fondest ad- 
BiirerB never drewnt of his attaining."— >X»t«niry Cbroniele* 
. " It is suilicieint for us to observe that the work is lull of vigorous thinking ; 
and at every pisge, dizectly or. indirectly, the reader will find materials for 
sweet or bitter reflectioiu TberQ is no insipidity in Mr. H^ He cowers before 
no difikulty-^is deterred by no pecil— and compromises none of his convic- 
tions."— Jaon^Mjf Mo^fastn^. 

In 3 vols* pifst 6i». 31s. 6d.!in boards, 

PENELOPE; or, LOVE'S LABOUR LOST. 

By the Author of Trucklbbobovor Hall. , 

*' We\re not in the habit of noticing novels, whi^h fo^ the. most part are 
' bom but to die ;' when, however, a production under this unassuming name 
shows powers of thinking and sagacity of peroeptioa, it deserves to be severed 
from the ranks, and recommended to partKular atteotioi^. * * * The book. is 
very clever, and will well repiiy the time spent in its pMniiaU"— Tim^s* 
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'* This if a novel of great and pecuKai* merit^. * • « Theie extracts will serre 
as an example of the way in which the work is writ^ ; but they can convey 
no idea of the atemement to be defiived Aront it» We' thefefoito adt ise our 
readers to get the book itself, and are sure they will thank ns for directing them 
to a companion so clever and vivacioos/'i — Lon^ WeM^ Review, 

'• We follow the author in his progress with feelings of no small satisfaction. 
Penelope is in fact a sort -of scarification of ordinary society, bloated as it is 
with pride, waiped with selfishness, and corrupted hy hypocrisy tatA nialice." — 
AtUu. 

'* The novel befogra tM is amonff the very l»est that have appeared for the last 
few years. The portraits of PenelopelB untie; of tfie Rectot'-of ^l^everden, of 
Colonel Crop, and Sir George Aimwtell, a iporting b*onet and poacher-killing 
magistrate, have not been ezce^ed even by f he pencil of Fielding. We have 
no doubt that this very admirable novel win obtain considerable popularity ; 
and a popularity of the best kind, as it will be derivecf from the tasting pleasure 
with which works of fiction are. read, when they present cfose drawn pictures of 
human life and character.'* — AthetuBum. 

"The aiithor*s observationa range over every condition of life, and Iris 
remarks-— half serious, half iocose — comprise great infonnatiOn'andamiisettient. 
Chiefly successful in exposing shallow pretensions, he is obviously full master 
of his subj^t, and eitjoys the play of hie own satire."-^£rtti^ Ttavellfr, 

" The chief merit of the au&or lies not only in the quiet iron jrv^h which he 
exposes the absurdity and heartlessness of modern life, but likefwise iii the lurk-i 
ing satire, which is often to be discovered under a string of ^ve and nnohal- 
lengeable observations. In short, we have v&fuable illustrations df character 
|aid down with the pith of a maximist and ^e humour of , a iint/*'— Scots Tiintt, ' 

Jutt publuhed, in i vol, port dm prick Ps^hoatds, deditdM i& ihtf Miihbmifiho ■ 

PhUhanmmiic Society,' "* ' 

A SUMMER'S RAMBLE aAiong the lUm^SIGIANS of :6K^^ 

MANVV gjivittg flome accdnnt of th6 Op^ratt of MnniiA, Vieina. DNadsto, 
Berlin, &b. With Remicrka tpon tht Chdrcb M(iiitf^the4lkigMt, P e fl s mi e i a , 
and Composers ; the Out-of-door E^oymeiDtt, and ta>face of flacut^> in that 
Country/ By a AttJSlCAL' PROFESSOR. 

« It is an ungracious task. to remind a man of peity fSedliii^^ whewn swptjiqy 
acquirements have just been the instHim^nl of conveying to m veiy eoilsiderid>Ie 
gratification/'-^ii^Mw. 

« It is a Wofk that requires no cBticiim hh€ -cdttiMiidfttioifrf. ^ha* mif fiuilt, 
asfiuraa We co\ild discover^ is, that it ht^alKSttdi «Wcrif^isli;kw«iv in^ten 
volumes. Perhaps the idei^ ^ tttislc,7aiid «li#'i#i«i teandatioait caHedn^ 
in our mind, mat have Made his ^Uttd ^ i>h« iv4» iikH ilMii&itefy mC oae^ftidcal 
frown to b6Stow ip6u t^Btixi^ot/^r^mi^^imk^nmim. 

« this wdrk ik p^dn'^d in ifie liveliest Veih^' m iM«r/ evidently endMsed 
vnth a love of Ms subject, and jftoteertin^'it «*fiil#c^tastei makeebia'vsBidtis 9^ 
marks with a relishing earnestness.'' — Weekly Timeit 

'* The subject which this writer I^a9 chosen, i^ in his heart, and therefore 
his story pever flags. * * •^ * Oiitli^' Whoil^J Weinu^say, that we have not 
read a book tUt hai g^Veb ii^io ilkiidh, fim^mfof ^^^Juig ttknC|."— Lotidon 
Magasine, 

«< This work may be read ^or amutemeiit ahd instrotiioft both by the artist 
and amateah The Vkuna viiAc ia peodTarly triter^tingJVJl/iW' Mtmthly 

"This Ramble, or ttitber PdC-pourri, is addressed to aU, and we believe 
Will be found by erhry one who reads it to have but one faaJt, 4hat of not ea- 
tendingtdat)eaita€tfairf«oftolitiQ|Hi/'#*»&bi«r«iKa. // . 
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A GENERAL BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. 

By JOHN GORTON. 

** He has displayed nmchjadgment in his inportant labour of eondensiition ; 
and as the public are presented with two well>pritited tolutnes, of hearly a 
thousand pages each, of amusement and informadob, at a very IdW price, we 
iStaak the book will be as widely circulated as it deserves to be." — London 
Magasme, 

" This is a work of very nncommbn merit likdeed, lu the departtnent to 
which it belongs. Instead of a mere oompilatioD, as such publicatioBS gene- 
rally are, we have here a producdon of original, and ofton very masterly talent. 
The whole is conceived in a spirit of moderation and good sense, exactly such 
as We like to aee sustaining the equanimity and impartiality of historic narra- 
tive. Upon the whole, we do not know any work of the same compass wliicii 
is entitled to compete with that before iis, as a tutefiil and intelligent compen- 
dium of biography/'— £dtnbttr^ S^tar. 

" Among the many cheap and useful publicatiobsnow issuing froib the press^ 
we have scarcely seen one which unites so many ercellendes as this Biogra- 
phical Dictionary. It exhibits a fine specimen dT j^pography, and has ia merit 
which belong^ to a very few low-priciwd wbriqi. The editor, whd iS evidently 
a person ef learning and talent, has taken many articles from books Hoi in 
general circulation, translated or abridged others .from foreign dictionaries or 
journals ; and, what is still better, he naS infosed Into the whole a degree of 
taste and spirit which we should look fot ib vain in.ionie bidig;raphical compila- 
tions of much greater cost and pretensions." — Scotsmat^ 

'* Mr. Brougham has expressed his regret that many of the cheap publications 
were not of so usefid a character as might be wished* The i^esent work, how- 
ever, eombines utility and wmusimiant ; and if iise'cuted throu^at- in the 
spirit of the first wm^» will be a great aoquiaition to Che mapi of leaders." 
— Momtfig Chronicle, 

" It is oonmiled inth indnstiy and jadgSHsat, whila the eteention of the 
work ia regard to papar, print, &c. in 4ach as would Ida cradk to the most 
costiy pubUcationa/'---GJabsaa<2 rniv0Jiet!« 

" Another beautiful specimen of cheap printing, hp^Uad : to tee of (he moqt 
useful of all the purposes which printing can fulfil-— tiie history of the wise, and 
great, and the good of past ages. We ne^ Aot recommend it, tor it is nunrally 
certain of due encouragement from that great class of readers to whose pecu- 
niary means it has been chief!^ adapted ; whilst iU treasures of information 
are for all conditions, times, and drcumstances." — Netn of Literature, 




writings of this description. We have in its ' .att-eqabnwdof 
* very marrow' of hiogpraphy. As to typographic execution,* it is aqual to the 
most expensive books of tho day. This work must prove jpf inpalcolahle ser- 
vice to the grand effort of general improvement.'^ — Sunday Tdotiitar, 

" The piS)lishe>d aambers of this work are most creditable to the editors^ and 
contain some exquisite; specimens of luminous i^d «oncise, writing. So inde- 
pendent is it of all party or sectarian feeling^ that therf is not ev^ ^ laaeado 
irom which we could suspect the religioas or poUtiical creed of th^ m;i^rs."-r 
Edhihurgh ObHerver. 
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" The piesent work seeroB to be eiecuted with spirit md talent ; it is not, 
as many such works are, a servile compilation from the labours of otlierR. The 
biographical sketches are original, and condensed with great neatness ; they are 
generally seasoned with a due portion of the writer*s own remarks, which are 
generally liberal and jait. , In short, we have no difficulty in recommending 
the work as a most useful repository of general information, brought together 
with research, and arranged with skill." — Caledonian Mercury. 

** It is small praise to say that this dictionary supersedes all the prior com- 
pilations of the lund ; but we have consulted a multitude of articles, and hwre 
been sorprised at the accuracy, versatility, and intelligence which they exhibit. 
We must not omit to remark an important recommendation in a bulky book oC 
reference — ^its cheapness. Though far more copious, and carried down to a 
much later period, we believe the work does not exceed the !price of the im- 
perfect repertories of biographies." — Atlas, 

'* Mr. Gorton's publication is altogether one of great excellence, calculated 
to be useful to a large number of students, and deserving extensive popularity. 
We may also mention, that it is sufficiently large to contain every thing neces- 
sary, but not too extensive for the ordinary purposes of study, filling, in this 
respect, an open space in the fields of biographical literature." — Athettautn. . 

" This dictionary is peculiarly val^iable as a work of reference for the general 
reader, on account of information respecting prominent characters that have 
figured on the stage of life, being more its object than an alphabetical list of 
individuals of various note and merit ; and upon this ground particularly, it has 
a claim to distinguished notice. Impartiality is anodier recommendation, and 
as far as we have observed, this spirit is very creditably maintained throughout.'^ ' 
— New M(»Uhly Magatine. 

GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

LITERAL AND FREE TRANSLATION. 

In 1 vol. Qvo, price tOs. in boards* 

SELECTIONS from the MOST ESTEEMED GERMAN 
AUTHORS. With a Double Translation for the use of Students on the Ha- 
mihonian System* Tlie German, and the two translations repeated separately 
for the purpose of exercising learners. 

"'Here ample provision is made for every poissible evolution of teaching and 
exercise. We can safely recommend the work to all, but especially to young 
persons, who are desirous of acquiring this most useful and important lan- 
Ifiiage."— Zi0fu2of> Weeldy Revieuu 

*•* Large Allowance to Schools and Private Tutors. 

ITALIAN LANGUAGE. 
Now ready, in 1 vol. Bvo. price t^Sf boardst 

SELECTIONS from ITALIAN PROSE WRITEItS, com- 
mencing with the easiest sentences, and ascending to extracts from the most 
classical authors. With a DOUBLE TRANSLATION, for the use of Stu- 
dents on the Hamiltonian System. The Italian, and the two Translations, 
repeated separately, for the purpose of exercising Learners. 

" Here the learner has a ready clue to the labyrinth of a literal translation, 
whilst at the same time he cannot but mark the disltinctions of the two lan- 
guages, and become more conversant with the peculiarities of the foreign 
tongue, by contrast, than if left alone' to pick out with unnecessary toil each 
single word. • • • We earnestly recommend the work.**— Wwftty Times. 
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